to bosrcott Uandc conference 

9ACTOAD (R) — Iraq said Wedaesday it would boycott a eonfereoee of 
luaaue rates next week because its Gulf war fee Saadi Ai«bia was taking 
an Ameriean plot against Baghdad. The Iraqi News 
. (INA)- quoted a govemmeot sKricesmaq as saying Saiid y^abia 

^radits mercenaiy allies*’ were prepanng an American conspiracy at the 
Ufguusa^ of the Islamic CooferBOoe (OIC) suuuuiL “The 
saM Oat Iraq’s ded^ tras a protest against this conduct,'' INA said. The 
4>okesiiiaD gave no details. It wag aot known H Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
w on the agenda for the SDmAiit, due to open in the Senegalese capiial. 
Dakar, on Dec, 9. “It is regrettable that since the beginning of the Zionist 
W^**0‘AineriOMi eg ression (the Gulf war) on Iraq it has been 
co*uinned_ by eiddenoe that Saudi AraUa and hs mercenaries have 
■the orguBBtion a tool of the Zionist Western imperialist plan against 
the spokes m an said. He accused Saudi Arabia of oicfaestrating a 
rraotnaon at an OIC foreign ministers session in Istanbul last August 
oacxing uni^ NatkMS sanctions against Iraq. Iraq is mounting a 
ca m fwug t i oS its own «r any intenutiona) meeting h attends to get the 
sanctMNis Hfted. 


■ 


Jordhit Times 

An indeF>endent Arab political daily published by the Jordan Press Foundation 
«^lyi> iaiiJjVl {.taoMAil jinKi^l Jg. iaJalauVki' 


JcNTdan wdeomes multilateral talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minisier of Inforau^ and Acting Fore^ Minister 
Mahmoud AI Sh^f said Wednesday Jordan wekomes partkapatioa in the 
hfiddle East multilateral talks, whkfa will be held in Moscow Jan. 28>29. 
In a oeeting with Soviet Ambassador to Jordan Yi^ Sriadunov, Mr. 
Sharif lauded the Soviet effom and contribution to the peace process, 
co-sponsored by the Soviet Union and the U.S. Jordan, the minister said, 

pns great hopes on Soviet effens in this regari. “Moscow is a suitable 
venue for the gathering of region^ and intematioiial powers which will try 
jointly to rid the regioo of the atinoqibete of eostfirontation and war and 
replace it with an atmosphere of peace and co-existeiiee,** be added. The 
Soviet ambassador, who visited Mr. Sharif at the Foreign Ministty to 
inform him of the ^reement reached between die U.S. and the Soviet 
_Unioa to hold the m^tiiateral talks in Mbsoow Jan. 28^. stM the formal 
invitadons to the talks will be extended to the concerned parties later. Mr. 
Sriadunov stressed the importaoce of Jordan's participation in the 
multilateral talks because of the appreciatioo and the admuation Jordan 
and its (eadership enjoy as a result for their continued endeavours to bring 
about peace to the repon. 
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King congratulates 
Syrian president 

AMMAN (Petra) — His MajesQr 
King Hussein Wednesday sent a 
cable to Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad to congratnlate him fw 
hb reelection for a fourth seven- 
year term. King Hussein wished 
Mr. Assad good health and 
h^tpiness and die Syrian peojitie 
furdier progress and prosperity. 

Libyan minister in 
Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — A Libyan 
cabinet minister put Tripoli’s case 
to Kuwait on Wednesday about 
U.S. and We^em accusations 
that two Libyan iotelli^nce 
agents Uew up a Pan Am aUiner 
in 1988. Kuwait’s national news 
ageocy KUNA said Abdul Majid 
Ai Mabronk AI Qaoud, Libya’s 
minister of agrarian reform and 
land reclamation, met Emir 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah and handed him a letter 
from Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadbafi. The United States has 
officially accused Li^ of mas- 
tenninefing the bombing ^ae page 
2 ). 


Arabs threaten to 
sue ItaiianN 
filmmaker 

ROME (R) — Hie Arab League, 
stung by an interview in whidi 
Franco Zeffirelli called Arabs “a 
serious threat for all die 
civilised world,'* threatened 
Wednesday to sue the Italian film 
director. Mr. Zeffirdii gave die 
controversial interview cus- 
toms at Saudi Arabia’s Riyadh 
mrport seized a promotional fihn 
be made on Florence. The seizure 
was made on moral grounds. The 
Florence-born director told- tfie 
Turin newspaper La Stainpa: 
“Arabs are a very serious threat 
for all the dvilis^ world. Their 
caltnral uniti^ pol^ is barba- 
rian, primitive, violent. ”... 
sometimes 1 thfok we did the 
wrong thing in intervening in the 
Gulf wan We should have let 
them Idll eadi other," the 68- 
year-old Zeffirelli said in the in- 
terview published Monday. 
Riyadh customs had objected to 
the film’s shots of two master- 
pieces whidi represent naked 
bodies — the statue of David by 
J6tb century sculptor Midie- 
langeh) and the birth of Venus 
painting by 15th century artist 
Bottic^. 

Iraq defuses bombs 
dropped by allies 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Wednesday it had safely deton- 
ated 389 duster bombs dropped 
by the U.S.-led allies during the 
war on houses, sdiotris and 
feims in southern parts of tiie 
country. “He aim was to Idll 
cMfians," Ai Tfaawra newspaper 
quoted chief of the Civil Defence 
Department Brigadier Saad 
Hamza Imam as saying. He said a 
seven-year-old boy was killed 
Tliesday when one bomb ex- 
I^oded in a farm in the southern 
Kfissan province. Most of the 
duster bombs — anti-personnel 
devices that spray pellets on im- 
pact — were found in forms. 

France expels 
Lebanese agent 

PARIS (R) — France said 
Wednesday it was expelling a 
Lebanese security agent who 
obtained illegally a list of 85 
dissideDts det^n^ for demon- 
strating against President Elias 
Hiawi’s recem visit to Paris. In- 
terior Minister Philippe Mar^ 
diand said in partiament the 
ambassador was sum- 
moned to the Foreign Minisoy on 
Wednesday and told the agent, 
who passed to Beirut the list 
obtained from a French police 
sergeant, must leave the country. 
“This morning the case of the 
TjAaMMBg agent in question was 
discussed with the Lebanese 
ambassador who was called once 
again to die Fordgn Nfinistiy. He 
was told that the agent in qi^ 
tiOD ... most leave our sofl im- 
mediateiy. “I add that the For^ 
ign Mmurti y has made repre- 
sentations to the Lebanese au- 
diorities to ensure that these 
Lebanese nationals should not be 
peiseoited in dieir home country, 
even if fome of diem ... were 
already known to die Lebanese 
anfoonties.** 
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Arabs turn up for peace talks; Israel does not 

Peace delegates express disappointment, but will give Israel a second chance 

Americans criticise Israelis but Arabs think Washington gave concessions 


EVom Gewge Hawatmdi 
in Washington 

THE SECOND session of Arab- 
Israeli bilateral talks foiled to 
take place yesterday after Israeli 
negotiators stayed away from 
Waskungton, complicating further 
U.S.4ed efforts for peace in the 
Middle East. Stoitly after the 
emergence of the Ar^ delegates 
from the State Department, both 
Arab and American qx>kesmen 
expressed disa|:^intinent and re- 
gret over the Israeli absence from 
the round of talks at the State 
Department. The leader of the 
Joidanian delegation. Abdul 
Salam Al Majah, accus^ Israel 
of trying to derail the entire 
proces. “(foiMl’s) stalling tactics 
have lately intensified vis-a-vis 
the new location and timing of 
the bilateial talks.” 

“We are coming again tomor- 
row to the meeting,” he said in 


answer to a question. “If they 
(Israel) show up we will be ready 
to discuss substantive matters.” 
(see ftiD statemeol in bm) 

' Israeli officials are in town 
ri^t now but instead of talking to 
us about peace, they are at pains 
trying to explain away their foil- 
ing to do that by talking to the 
media. Dr. Majaili told reporters 
at the entrance of the State De- 
partment. 

He was referring to the pre- 
sence of Benjamin Natany^u, 
Israeli deputy minister for in- 
formation, who was dispatched to 
Washington two days ago to try 
to justify Israel’s absence from 
the talks. 

Chief Palestinian delegate 
Haider Abdul Shafi, standing 
next to Dr. Majali, said the 
Israelis were using ‘’stalling tac- 
tics” which, he said, were “very 
deplorable.” He said the Israeli 
behaviour was “part of its prac- 


Israelis say they will be 
in Washington Monday 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel, boy(»t- 
ting Wasbiz^gton talks opening 
Wednesday, said it had decided 
to send all its delegates to peace 
negotiations on D^ 9. 

As the Arab side prepared to 
take up the U.S. invitation and be 
in place for resumed Middle East 
talks, a qwkesman for Prime 
Kfinister Yitzhak S hamir said: 

“Today the Israeli deflations 
will not show iq> but as for as tiie 
9th is ooDcemed, the Israeli de- 
legations win attend with the 
assumption the Arab delegations 
will be there as well.” 

Spokesman Ehud Gol told 
Reuters: “We will be there on the 
9th.” 

Israel has for decades assert 
it would talk peace with its neigb- 
boms at any time and place. 

braeli ambassador to the Un- 
ited States, Zalman Sboval, and 
deputy minister Benjamin . 
Netanj^n are serving as an adv- 
ance team in Washington. 

Mr. Netanyahu, me(& maestro 
at Madrid, hu been charged with 
a public relations campaign to 
minimise the damage caused by 
Israeli absence. 

In an editorial entided “they’re 
waiting for us,” Israel’s mass- 
circoiation Yedioth Ahronotb 
new^per criticised the govern- 
ment and implied “Mr. Netany- 
ahn was on an impossible nns- 
9on. 

“Even Bibi Netanyahu, the na- 
tion’s public, relations man on 
duty, will be incapable of repair- 
ing the media and political dam- 
age our government created with 
its own hands,” it said. 

“Wto will believe our govern- 
ment is still committed to 
peace?” 

It compared Israel’s behaviour 


to that of Syria, whidi did not 
appear at a Middle East confer- 
ence in Geneva in 1973. 

Asked whether Israel had re- 
ceived a U.S. guarantee that the 
talks would move to a site closer 
to the Middle East after two 
rounds in Washington, Mr. Col 
said: 

“We still stick to this positicMi 
— that tile talks should move to 
the regioD as soon as possible in 
order to conduct serious ^ and 
meaningfiil negotiations. •' 

“There were no fuitber dar- 
ifications. We are in dose con- 
tact.” he said. 

Late on Tuesday Israeli officials 
hinted that even on Dec. 9 Israel 
would s^id only one negotiating 
team — to the Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation. 

Mr. Gol said after an inner 
cabinet session and a meeting 
between Mr. Shamir, Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens and Fore- 
ign Roister David Levy that all 
^ree Ikraefi delegaticms would be 
re^y to be^ negotiating in 
Washington on Dec. 9. 

“An the Israeli delegations will 
arrive in Washington prior to the 
9tti and they will be ready for the 
talks on the 9th,” he s^. 

Israel, angry at the manner in 
whidi the United States issued 
invitaikms for Wednesday, in- 
sisted it would not be re^y to 
begin for a further five days. 

Ambassador Sboval said the 
Jewish state would send a team to 
negotiate substantive issues next 
week. 

“We're coming to the negotiat- 
ing table with plans, pn^iosals 
that are fairly ^-readiing, ’ he 
told brael’s army radio from 
Washington. 

fronlfoned on page 5) 


Israeli settlers 
demand new colony 


j OCCUPIED WEST BANK (R) 

I — foraeli settlers demonstrated 
on the main road through the- 
occupied West Bank on Wednes- 
day ^manding their government 
turn an army ou<post into a new 
Jewish colony. 

Some 200 settlers blocked traf- 
fic for several hours while others 
occupied three moMle homes 
brou^t two days ago to the site 
where a woman settler and an 
Israeli bus (Mver were killed in w 
ambush on the eve of the Madrid 
peace conference. 

Settler leaders have sworn to 
establish a new colony every time 
Jews are attacked in the occupied 
territories, home of nearly two 
million P^estinians. 

Another settler was shot and 
fotally wounded Sunday while 
driving near the town of Ai Bireh 
in the occiqried West Bank. 

The defence ministry set up the 
army outpost under pressure 
from setdeis after the latest kill- 
ing. Sudi outix>5ts are usually 
converted into civilian settie- 
ments. 

Al Bireh andl nearby Ramallah 
have been under army curfew 
since Sunday’s attack. 


Jewish settlers returning from 
the funeral of Zvi Klein, who 
died on Monday from his 
wounds, rampaged through Al 
Bireh ovenii^t, smashing win- 
dows and stoning and injuring an 
Arab driver. 

Isael Radio reported that 20 
settleis had chain^ themslves to 
the mobile homes and tiie army 
was standing by with a crane 
ready to remove the homes and 
force people to leave the area. It 
was not dear why it had not yet 
taken action. 

The defence mznistiy said in a 
statement Wednesday that De- 
fence Minister Meshe Arens bad 
agreed settler leaders that dvi- 
paiK would not remain at the site 
near the anny post. 

“The permanent presence of 
dvQians in the mea will only be 
permitted ^er it becomes civi- 
lian,” the stateinent said. 

But the setdcR have refused to 
go, insisting Mr. Arens had 
promised two mobile homes with 
about 10 people could stay. 

The United States, sponsoring 
Israeli-Arab peace talks, rogaids 
Jewish settlement of tiie occiqried 
territories as a major obstaefe. . 


tice of oppression (in the occu- 
pied territories) and the building 
of settlements that aim at frus- 
trating the peace process.” 

Dr. Hanan Ashrawi, following 
up on Abdul Shaft’s state- 
ment, said the Israeli absence, “is 
an insult to the Arab delegates 
and the two co-qxmsors.” 

She noted that “the Israelis 
have not even bothered to send 
somebody to apologise (for foil- 
ing to show up).” Dr. Ashrawi, 
urging the U.S. to respond to 
Israel “in a firm manner,” stres- 
sed that Israel “must not be 
allowed to dictate its will on the 
other parties to the conflict as 
well as on the two co-sponsors.” 
“This is a serious occasion that 
Israel must not be allowed to 
waste,” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

Arab delegates noted with in- 
terest the U.S. State Dep^- 
ment's “disappointment” with 
^ Israeli failure to show up, but 


they criticised the American posi- 
tion as not “strong enough" in 
fodng up to Israel. 

While Arab delegates in public 
comments and American officials 
in private criticised Israel for not 
tiiowing up, there was also a 
feeling among the Arabs that 
Washington, despte its criticism 
of Israel, was giving concessions 
to the Jewish state. 

Arab delegates noted that 
American critidsm was evident in 
State Department ^keswoman 
Margaret Tntwiler’s statements, 
but Washington let Israel oft the 
hook not allowing cameramen 
into the designated conference 
halls to photograph the empty 
IsimU diairs at the negptiating 
table. 

They also said that the Amer- 
ican announcement that 
Washington would press for the 
rep^ of the Sonism-equals- 
radsm resolution adopted by the 


Freed Anderson 
handed over to U.S. 


DAMASCUS (R) — American 
journalist Terry Anderson, freed 
on Wednesday by his Lebanese 
kidnappers, was handed'over to 
U.S. Ambassador Christopher 
Ross at the Syrian Foreign Minia- 
tty in Damascus, witnesses said. 

The handover took place pri- 
vately. 

Mr. Anderson, chief hfiddle 
East ooneqxMident of the Associ- 
ated Press news agency, was the 
last American held by pro- 
Iranian kidnappers and the 
Icngest-beld Western hosta^. 

1^. Anderson looked ’perfect- 
ly well,” a witness said. 

He was wcaiii^ blade trousers 
and a black puDover and bad a 
moustadie. 

& 10 W had blocked Mr. Ander- 
son's drive to freedom Wednes- 
day. The last U.S. hostage re- 
leased by Leban^ kidnappers 
hit winter storms tm the road to 
Damascus. 

Confusion surrounded his 
vriiereabouts several hours after 
dqriomats in Syria and security 
sources in Beirut said he bad 
been released from 2,454 days’ 
captivity. 

Mr. Anderson, held longer 
than any other boaage, was froed. 
in Beirut at 10 a.m. GA^. 
But by late afteinocHi had still not 
oomple^ the journey over the 
mountains to Damascus, normal-,, 
ly at three-and-a-half hour trip. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellv said in New 
York that Mr. Anderson — 


travelling in a Syrian-escorted 
convoy — bad been held up by 
snow. 

The route over the Shonf 
mountains, which rise to neariy 
3,000 metres were lashed by eaify 
winter storms. 

Confiiaon over his release re- 
sembled tiiat u4nch surrounded 
the freeing of American Jesse 
Ttarner <m Oct 21. After an 
imeaqrfained dday, hfr. Turner 
was handed over to U.S. 
mats in Damascus tiie next moro- 
ing- 

Sinoe then Briton Terry Waite 
and Americans Thomas Sutiier- 
land, Joseph Gdppio and Alano 
Steen have been freed witiiout 
bitch. 

Released hostages are noraud- 
ly iriusked from Jteiiut te Damas- 
cus by Syrian security officials 
and quickly turned over to didr 
countries’ diplomats at the Syrian 
Poimgn Ministry. 

release after 2,454 days in 
captivity leaves two German aid 
workers, Heinrich Strnebig and 
ThtMnas Kemptner, the last Wes- 
terners in the IddiiiqipeTS’ hands. 

Although hopes fw a final end 
to the nine-year hostage saga are 
high, the Germans’ prospecss of 
reler^ remain unoeitain. 

Tl^ captors have not agreed 
to the ex^ange n^otiat^ by 
U.N. mediator Giandomenico 
Picco. They want Bonn to free 
two Lebanese brothers, one 
jailed for air pira^ and murder 
and the other for Iddnafping. 


Hungarian Business Days in Amman 


TRANSELEKTRO and HUNGAROTEX 
Hungarian Trading Houses will organise: 

The Hungarian Business Days 

Ten Hungarian industrial Grms wiU be present, 
the business days will be accompanied by a 
product show. 

Export-Import firms, wholes^ers & investors 
are wdeome to disenss miitnal oioiieratiini 

Place: Embassy of. the Republic of Hungary 
Commercial Section, "behind the R.A. 
Club, 7-8th Circle 

Date: 8 to 11/12/1991 

from 9:00 to 1 3:00 & from 1 6:30 to 1 9:00 


For more details please call: 
HiKMAT - international 
Tel.: 692536 - 692491 


U.N. General AssemUy was a 
reward for Israel of ap- 

plying pressure on the Jewish 
state. 

Ms. TutwHer said that debate 
the foot that Israel would be 
absent from the table, “the facili- 
ties for the negotiations will re- 
main open and available to all the 
parties. We mil be open for 
buriness every day.” But, sbe 
said, “H was time to move b^nd 
procedural differences and 
wran^ing and engage directly 
with one another in direct bilater- 
al negotiations continuing the 
{Hooes launched in Madrid.” 

The “wrangliiig” over dates 
and venue for the talks and 
Israel’s decision not to attend on 
December 4, is seen as proxy for 
more substantive disputes whose- 
resolutions wDl be detennined 
1^ what role the oo-sponsors. 

(CoDtinoeri on page 5) 


Ftrifewing is thescatememmade by Jordan's diief negotiator Abdol Salam 
Majali in Washingum Wednesday: 

“We have come with open hearts and minds to talk peace. Regrettably 
we found empty chairs. We waited for them and they did not show up. 
You recall that at the jrant invitation of the U.S. president and the 
president of the Soviet Union, the hftddle East peace conference 
convened in Madrid between Oct. 30 and NovJ. The conference 
'launched direct bilateral negotiations between the Arabs and die Israetis 
on the basu ofSecurity CbuttcO Resohitions 242 and 338 atong two tracks, 
— PalestiniaD-lsneli tr^ and Arab-Israeli track. The liitt session of 
such (tirect bilateral negotiations was held there in Madrid. Israel was 
adamant to m*'**"* that meeting to procedural issues. We were prepared 
to enter into subnantive tfisetKioos with our Israeli counterp^. We 
reached a on die venue, and as stipulated in the grou^ rules of 

the entire process, the sponsors proposed to die parties the tnne and 
location the next round. Washington was chosen for the bOateral 
negotiations while Moscow is goii% to host the multilateral negotiations. 

“The U.S. government acting as honest and impartial inteimiediary and 
after coosultiDg the parties inwted us to resume our negotiations on Dec. 
4, which is teklay. 

“Jordan, together with the other Arab parties, rmponded favorably and 
promptly. We did that in keeping with our genuine desire to read an 
honourable just and dun^ peace. Israel has througl^t tried to derail 
the entire process. Its stalling tactics have lately interndfied regarding the 
Washington location and timing of the bilateral talks. Israeli irfficials are 
in town ri^t now. But intti^ of tflifcing to us about peace they are at 
pains trying to ex|tiaiD away their foifing to do that by talking to the 
media.” 

In answer to a question. Dr. Majali added: 

“We are coming tomorrow again to the meeting. If they show up we will 
be ready to discuss substanti ve matters.” 


King commutes 6 death sentences 
on Mohammad’s Army members 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HU Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday oom- 
muted death sentences on sax 
members of the so-called 
MoJiamwiafTs Army to life hn- 
prisonment witii h^ labour. 

Tbe six faced execution for 
car-lxunb attacks after the State 
Secuii^ Court sentenced tiiem 
on Nov. 25. 

The Royal Decree tfid not lift 
tbe death penalQr on two other' 
members of the groi^ tried in 
tbw absence. 

The decree said Fuad Daneh, 
Jawad Faqih, Ifobes QaUi. NabU 
Abu Haiwh, Mohammad Da- 
jani and Ziyad Younes senteiiced 
by tbe St^ Security Court last 
montii to death for carrying out 
tenorist activities and i^otting to 
assassinate Jordanian and foreign 
peismiatities would instead be 
im{Hisotted for life widi hard 
labour. 

Eight members of the group 
were sentenced to death, two of 
them in absentia. The rest of the 





Hie six convictod ^olMunnad’s Army* monbers whose d eat h 
aenfeooes were coaunnlcd by Hb Majesty Png flfessehi Wedwanfay 
(Photo by Yousef Al *Albiii) 

20-inember group were given jail tified before the court incriminat- 
semtenc»s ranging from four and a ing die men. 


half years to life. 


Defence lawyers first tried to 


The venSet followed «veral the coimilylfy being 

court sessions in winch several t™®>l*tent to handle the case 


witnesses for the prosecution tes- 


(CoutinBed on page 5) 


Celebrate Christmas at 
TheBaniHamida House 
Friday Decw 6 & Saturday DeCg.7. 
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Jdle East News 


tension Algerians 
ikic> -econdpoll 
i foi democracy 


?!ERS (R) — Algerians, 
:ing a multi-party democracy- 
* Tue in North Africa, Thuisday 
. > a second election campaign 
year after bloodied derailed 

' v'oters appear divided and 
-pjss as diey prepare yet again 
• ** an unprecedented experience 
- free elections no Dec. 26 after 
o;i:ades of one-party rule. 

Algeria's multi-party general 
elecrion v^*as postponed from last 
J.une after clashes between Mus- 
ihii ftmdamentalists and security 
Torces killed 55 people. 

Nei^bouring states are care- 
ftilly watching the outcome of a 
political experiment that could 
bring pluralist democracy, uncer- 
i* 2 inty or an Islamic fundamental- 
ist state. 

Forty-nine parties are taking ■ 
cart but two dominate — the 
islemic Salvation Party (FLS), 
the most powerful opposition 
group, and the Nation^ Libera- 
tion Front (FLN), which ruled a 
csntralised one party state since 
1962 independence from France. 

The government, formed in 
June to prepw the elections,. is 
standing aside, its ministers 
pledged not to stand. 

The poll run-up is marked by 
memories of tanks and soldiers 
iisphyed in dties last June when 
violence aborted the oiiginalfHill- . 
’Tig date. 

Fresh incidents have brou^t 
vrarnings frx>m newspapers of new 
ef.orts to destabilise the nation of 
-5 million p«^le. 

?ut the main fear ahead of the 
ballot box is a massive abstenticHi 
by voters, eidier from a boycott 
call by some Islamic fun- 
dament^sts or out of poU-ex- 
•-•rustion and confusion. 

Commentators and diplomats 
say this would rob a new govern- 
rnent of legitimacy, needed to 
reassure foreign creditois and 
ersd political instability. “Certain- 
ly, my govemment would be wor- 
ried by a big abstention," one 
Tr'estsm diplomat said. 

“I forecast a lot of Algerians 
abstaining to mark their rejection 
of confusion in the political 
’vorld," said Mohammad Yaxid, 
JirectOT of the Institute of Higher • 
Strategic Stucties. 


It says if it does abstain it will 
make all “legal efforts" to sabot- 
age the vote. 

Clashes between its militants 
and security forces derailed the 
June poll. Its leaders, including 
the top men Abassi Madani and 
Ali Belhadj, are still detained. 

The FLN, led by Abdul Hamid 
Mehri, seeking a multi-party, 
modem democracy, has called for 
a massive turnout leading to a 
coalition govemment to tackle 
economic problems. 

Mr. Mehri, in an interview 
publish^ Wediiesday, said the 
FLN was in better si»pe than a 
year ago but added: “I have no 
point ^ reference to put forward 
a forecast" on the result. 


Ghali aide leaves U.S. as 
'^^cSice make sex charge probe 


NEW YORK (R) — While Bout- 
r'lt Gbali was being confirmed by 
ii;e General Assembly as the liew 
U.H. secretary-genei^ Tuesday, 
scandal erupted over whether one 
' his aid^ sexually abused a 
t-;] chambermaid. 

The Manhattan district attor- 
ney's office said that the aide flew 
heme to Egypt in the middle of 
"tiations with the Egyptian 
. ... mission over whether police 
could interview him about the 
d’.egations. 

Spokesmen for the Egyptian 
mission could not be reached for 
comment and it was not clear 
ri:at, if anything. Dr. Ghali knew 
about the inci(^t. 

.\ spokesman for District 
. ‘.itcrney Robert Morgenthau 
•riid police wanted to interview 
tlie Ghali aide about a complaint 
vrom a maid at the U.N. Plaza 
Hotel who said he grabbed her in 
his hotel room and began mastur- 
. bating. 

The diplomat — whose name 
not released by police — left 
late Monday night just hours 
before the United Nations 
'Ch:i!3ral Assembly voted to oon- 
'!^nn Dr. Ghali as the world orga- 
' nisation’s new secretary-general 
' starting on Jan. 1. 

Police sources described the 
man as a top administrative aide 
to Dr. GhaJi who ai^iarently bad 
' intended to work for turn at the 
United Nations. 

“He was a senior adviser to Dr. 
Ghali. not a servant, and has 


been with Dr. Ghali for some 
ticaS~,"' 'a' UlSii diplomatic source 
said. 

New York officials were 
angered diat he left the country 
before he could be questioned. 

A State Department source 
said: “We are studying our op- 
tions. We are not rolling over." 

Egyptian sources said the aide 
was in the United States on a 
temporary U.N. diplomatic pass- 
port as a member of the Egyptian 
mission. 

The sources also denied a New 
York Newsday report that Tho- 
mas Pickering, the U.S. ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations, had 
phoned Dr. Ghali about the inci- 
dent. 

Newsday, quoting what it cal- 
led a federal source, said Mr. 
Pickering told Dr. Ghali “to let 
the chips foil where they may, but 
under no circumstances was he 
(the aide) to leave town before 
the investigation was com- 
pleted." 

According to the complaint 
filed with police, the chamber- 
maid was maldng up a room on 
Monday morning when the man 
asked her to bring him something 
in the bathroom. When she 
approached, the man allegedly 
grabbed her and began mastur- 
bating’. 

Newsday said the man gave the 
woman $10 and threw h^er out. 
She went to hotel security, who 
called the U.S. State Depart- 
ment. 
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Another Western diplomat 
also said that apart from FIS 
demands for an Islamic state, 
other parties lacked concrete prog- 
rammes. 

Prime Minister Sid Ahamad 
Gbozali has spoken several times 
of a “problem of legitimaQ'" to 
puli Algeria out of a “vicious 
circle... and resolve the country's 
problems.” 

The FIS emerged as the biggest 
opposition during regional elec- 
tions last year. It denies any 
involvement in violence, but has 
threatened to boycott the poll if 
the political climate is not 
“cleansed." 
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“It is an election for or against 
Islamic frindamentalism," one 
Western diplomat said, summing 
up comment among diplomats, 
despite a range of political groups 
which include several smaller 
Islamic parties like Hamas and 
Nahdha. 

The govemment pledges the 
poll, watched carefully by foreign 
creditors and neighbouring Tuni- 
sia and Morocco, will go ahead. It 
has launched a media campaign, 
urging: “I love my countiy. I am 
going to vote," and “Rendezvous 
for democracy." 

On Monday parliament passed 
a new law tougitening controls on 
public demonstrations. “We will 
not let things deteriorate," In- 
terior Nfinister Lardi Belkhdr 
says. 


WELCOME TO FREEDOM: U,S. Ambassador to 
Syria Christopher Ross (left) acemnpanies fir^ 
American hostage Aiann Steen oat off the Syrian 




foreign hostages have been killed 


BEEPUT (R) — Eight fbrei^ 
hosleges have been killed in 
Lebanon. 

Here a list of those who died: 

ryJ?.rch 5. 1985 — Islamic JOiad 
said it had killed Frenchman 
Iviiche! Seurat, accusing him of 
being a ^y. Jurat's body was 
r^ver :3und. 

Oct. 2, 1985 — The bullet- 
riddled body of Soviet Cultural 
Attsdie Arkady Katkov, 32, was 
foend on a garbage tip. The 
Islamic Liberation Organisation 
said it killed him to force the 
So'.ie- Union to pressure its ally 
Syria to stop fighting Muslim 
foncaTuentalists in the northern 
citj Tripoli. 

Oci. 4, 1985 — Islamic Jihad 
said it had "executed" American 
William Buckley to avenge an 


Israeli air raid on Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
headquarters in Thnis which kil- 
led 70 Palestinians. 

The group did not hand over 
the body of Buckley, station head 
of the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy in the Middle East. The U.S. 
government said Bukley was tor- 
tured to death and the air raid 
was a pretext to publicise his 
lolling. 

Af^ 17, 1986 — American 
Peter Kilbum and Britons Philip 
Padfield and John Leigh Doq^as 
were found shot dead in a vilk^ 
in the Shoof mountains southeast 
of Beirut. 

Hie Revolutionary Cells said it 
killed them in retaliation for the 
U.S. bombing of Libya on April 
17, 1986. 


The same day, the shadowy 
Revolutionary Organisation of 
Socialist Muslims sent a 
videotape of Briton Alec Collett 
showing him hanged. 

It said it blied him to punish 
Britain for letting the U.S. planes 
take off from its bases. His body 
was never fbond. 

July 31, 1989 — Pro-Iranian 
O^anisation of the Oppressed of 
the World released a video tape 
showing U.S. Lieutenant-Colonel 
William Higgins han^d. 

It said it executed him in re- 
taliation for the Israeli abduction 
of HizboUah (Party of God) deric 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid three 
days earlier. 

The body of Higgins was never 
found. 


Lrliali pledges to work for 
i@ace and development 


UIvTTED NATIONS (R) — New 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali has pledged to work for 
iniemaiiond peace* and security 
and to foster development and 
democracy. 

In z speech to the General 
Assembly, which formally 
appointed him by aodamation 
Monday, Dr. Gbajj, an Egyptian 
dsput>' Prime Minister, pr>>mised 
to follow "an active, preventive 
diploiTiac)’, with a view to moni- 
toring developments of crises, 
and devising adequate means to 
defuse therq prevent their 
escalation.*' 

Dr. Ghali, who was sworn in 
Tuesday, also stressed the U.N. 
role in strengthening fun- 
damental ffee^ms and d^ocra- 
tic institutions, **which constitpte 
an essentia and indispensabJe 
stage in the economic and soci^ 
development of nations." 

Dr. Ghali, the sixth U.N. 
secretary-general and the first 
from Africa, succeeds Javier 
Pere? ds Cullear of Peru, who 
ends iiis second five-year term on 
Dec. 31. 

Before being named deputy 
prims minister of £g^ in I^y, 
the (>f->'ear-old Dr. Ghah SMved for 
14 years as roinister of state for 
foreign cfTairs. He helped o^oti- 
ate toe 1978 Camp David accords 
which :ed to a peace treaty be- 
tv/sen Eg>'pt and Israel. 

Combining two themes on 
which Third World and indus- 
trialised countries often place 
different emphasis. Dr. Ghali 
said: "Ef there is no development 
without democracy, there can 
also be no democracy without 
development. 

“Aititir.jg'o it is difficult to de- 
teiniine v.hether to start wiiii 
development in order to obtain' 
demccracy, or to- begin democra- 
cy in order to achieve develop- 
ment, it is obvious that the 
gc^.'’^^ree of fundamental friee- 
doms r.nd the protection of hu- 
man rights constitute a prere- 
quisite that the United Nations' 
must promote." 



Butros Ghali 

But, vrith an eye to the politkaJ 
tarmoi] attending the breakdown 
of dictatorship in Eastern Europe 
and elsewhere, he said democra- 
cy must not be seen as a magic 
potion whidi would cure all ilk. 

"Nor most democracy devour 
its institutions and degenerate 
into ethnic or tribal confficts t^t 
create a mkronationalism wl^ 
will hinder all development.’' 

Dr. Ghali, who comes from a 
wealthy Cop& (Christian fosoily 
and whose vrife is Jewish, is the 
grandson of a former prime 
minsiter awiwshiwted in 1910. 

Taking tiie oath in Arabic in 
the packed assembly hall, he 
plet^ed to “exercise in all loyal- 
ty, discretion and conscience tiie 
functions entrusted to me as 
secretary-general of the United 
Nations." 

He also promised to regulate 
bis conduct *^th the interest of 
the United Nations only in view, 
and not to seek or accept instruc- 
tions in regard to the perfonn- 
ance of my duties from any gov- 
ernment or ocher autiiori^ exter- 
nal to the organisation." 

In delivering his aooepcanoe 
speech, be switched be^een 
Arabic, English, and French — 
and apologised for not also nsing 
Chinese, Spanish or Russian, the 
U.N.’s other three ofiSdal lan- 
guages. 
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Libya said 
detaining 
bombing 
suspects 


Mandsfia dsscSoses invitation to visit Israel 


Iffinistry in Damascus Tuesday. Mr. Steen, 
for nearly five years by his kidnappers, was 
handed to Mr. Ross at fhe nnnistry 


Dr. Ghali said he intended to 
address the issue of development 
with vigour “in order to contri- 
bute to finding ways and means to 
narrow the gap between tiie ridi 
North and tiie poor South." 

"Tackling the crippling prob- 
lem of international ^bt is cen- 
tral to achieving a healthy world 
economy," he said, striking 
another diord strongly edioing 
the concern of developing na- 
tions. 

One of the new secretary- 
general's first tasks will be to set 
the United Nacions's own bouse 
in order at a time when it is owed 
' nearly $1 billion in unpaid budget 
dues and contributions to U.N. 
peacekeeping operations. 

He will also have to take hold 
of a sprawling bureaucracy, with 

14.000 staff worldwide, induding 

5.000 in New York. 

Alluding to these problems. 

Dr. GhaH said be would “take 
with utmost seriousness my role 
as chief administrative office of 
the organisation.” The highest 
standard of efficiency, compe- 
tenoe and integrity would be the 
sole criterion for employment. 

“The visiOD of the Charter of 
the United Nations is as valid 
today after the end of the cold 
war as it was in 1945 before the 
be^nniiig of cold war,” he said. 

Dr. Ghali said he saw his elec- 
tion “a spedal appreciation of 
Egypt" and the role it played on 
the international scene. 

He said his conntry's heritage 
as an Arab African state that 
bordered tiie Mediternmean gave 
him "faith in peace and security 
as a goal, in didogne and negotia- 
tions as an approadi and in har- 
mony and cooperation as a 
hope." 

He noted there were many 
areas of tension, conflict and oon- 
frontation on the international 
scene, “areas where blood is 
shed, where human creativity is 
destroyed, and uhere the spirit of 
cooperation, intergation and 
good nei^bourliness foces grave 
challenges." 


CAIRO (R) — Libyan author- 
ities have detained two Libyans 
accused of blowing up an Amer- 
ican airliner in IS^ and several 
others diarged with bombing a 
French plane in 1989, the news- 
paper A1 Sharq A1 Awsat re- 
potted Wednesday. 

It quoted the head of Libyan 
intelligence, Colonel Yousef 
Abdul (^adir A1 Dabari, as saying 
a Libyan judge investigating the 
bombing of Pan Am ^ght 103 
over Lockerbie, ^tiand, had 
issued orders on Monday for two 
men accused in the case to be 
detained and questioned. 

But he argu^ against handing 
the two over to Britain or the 
United States for trial, as London 
and Washington have demanded. 
The bombing killed 270 people. 

"There is no law which says a 
countiy has to hand ' over its 
citizens for investigation in 
another country, and there is no 
ie^ basis for saying that the 
investigation had to take place 
uiiere the incident happened," 
the newspaper, based in London 
but published the same day in 
Cairo, quoted Col. Dabari as 
saying. 

The United States and Britain 
have threatened unq^edfied ac- 
tion against Libya if it fails to 
extradite the two men and have 
pointedly refused to rule out 
military action. U.S. planes 
bombed Libya in 1986 after 
Washington accused Libya of 
blovring up a Berlin discotheque 
frequented by American troops. 

Col. Dabari said Libyans ac- 
cused by France of involvement 
in bomUng a UTA airliner over 
Niger in 1989 had also been de- 
tained but had not vet been ques- 
tioned, as the Judge was working 
on the Pan Am case first. 

A French judge has charged 
four Libyans, including a brother- 
in-law of Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi, with involvement in 
the UTA bombing which killed 
170 people. 

Libya and Britain were both 
lobbyhig in Egypt Wednesday for 
st47port for their positions. 

Ubya formally requested a 
meeting of the 21-member Arab 
League to discuss the issue. A 
league spokesman said member 
states' permanent representatives 
in Cairo would hold the ^ssion 
on Thursday mozning. 

British Foreign Office Minister 
Douglas Hogg met Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubai^ and 
urged him to convince Libya to 
band over the two Pan Am sus- 
pects. Mr. Hogg has toured 
Algeria. Tunis and Malta explain- 
ing the British and U.S. de- 
mands. 

He told reporters after the 
meeting that handing over the 
two men was “the genuine bot- 
tom line." 

'The most important request is 
that these two people stand trial 
before a proper court either' in 
Scoltand or the United States. 
We are anxious to persuade our 
friends to persuade Colonel 
Qadhafi that is what must hap- 
pen," he smd. 

Asked if military action could 
be taken if Libya did not extra- 
dite the two men, Mr. Hogg said; 
“There are a whole range of 
options which are available tc us 
but at the moment we are concen- 
trating on persuading Colonel 
Qadhafi to surrender these rv/o 
people." 

Mr. Mubarak saw Col. Qadhafi 
for tiiree hours last week. Di- 
plomatic sources said Egypt b^d 
been pressing Libya to take the 
Western accusations seriously 
and avoid provocative rhetoric. 

Libya has responded by mak- 
ing various offers of cooperation, 
induding appointing the judge to 
investigate tiie case. But it has 
steadily refused to extradite th,e 
two men. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — South African anti-apartheid leader 
Nelson Mandela disclosed on TU^ay he had r^ved aa 
invitation to visit Israel and was considering aoeq^ng it. Answer- 
ing questions on the Middle East at a news conferenoe, he said 
Israel’s ambassador in South Africa invited him to visit the Jewish 
state and he and the African National Congress were considering a 
visit. ‘A few days ago I met with the Israeli ambasador in South 
Africa and we discussed the possibility of my visiting Israd," he 
Said. “He came to extend an invitation to me and we are prooesdng 
that," he added. Mr. Mandela, who addressed the U.N. (3eneral 
Assembly on Tuesday, was questioned several times on his 
relationship with Yasser Arafot and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PI-O), which fought for his release during his 27 
years in prison. "TTie enemies of Israel are not our enemies,' be ' 
said, adding that the ANC had made it clear “we recognise the 
existence of the state of Israel but we do not agree tiiat Isi^ b 
entitled to occupy land belonging to other communities." ifa. 
Mandela also said he was against settling any dispute by force "by 
anv country in anv situation,” saying, "we would urge countries in 
the Middle East to resolve their problems peacefriUy as we are 
doing in our country." 


Egypisan court jails bellydancers 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian judge has ruled ffiat two of the 
country’s top bellydancers went too far in their sexy, sinuoas 
routine — ali the way to jail. Toe court on Tuesday sentenced each 
to three months in prison for “depraved movements," the 
mass-circulation .A1 Akhbar newspaper reported Wednesday. Ibe 
two and their pulsating, sensous art are so well known that tfae.case 
was almost equivalent to the downfall of a disgraced footiiaH 
superstar in some countries. Vice squad officers told the cm^ that j 
rifi Abdou, also a movie actress, and Hindiyya “engaged in acts , 
and gestures devoid of manners and in depraved movements" 
while dancing in the nightclub of a big Cairo hotel, the paper 
reported. A detective went to the nightclub to watch the two 
dancers in an operation to collect evidence, the court heard. The 
nightclub manager was also jailed and the club, which was not 
named, was closed for a month, the pap^ reported. Many 
traditional folkdancers are household names in Egypt, comman- 
ding thousands of Egyptian pounds to a^iear at soci^ parties and 
attracting enormous media attention, ^lly danang has flourished 
in the Middle East for hundreds of years. Egypt which bad 20,000 
dancers, is among the countries uliere tiie art is chiefly popular. 


FraDse Iliads billion-dollar profit on Gulf war 


PARIS (.R) — France made a six billion franc (Sl.l billion) profit 
on its military role in the Gulf war, according to a parliamentary 
studv released on Tuesday. The defence committee report, made 
avaifabis to Reuters ahead of presentation to parliament Wednes- 


day, said the total cost to France of its participation in the coalition 
ij'.at drove Iraqi invasion forces out of Kuwati was 4.5 billion francs 


>;S820 million). “Financial payments from foreign states because of 
the Gulf conflict amounted to 10.5 billion frwes ($1.9 billion),'' 
Deputy Yves Dciio of the ruling Socialist Party wrote. The 
payments came from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Germany and Japan. 
However officials stressed that France incurred other costs as a 
result of the conflict. France sent some 9,000 ground troops to the 
Gulf, as well as 1,500 airmen and more than 40 combat aircrafL 
Two French soldiers died in the fighting. 


Israeli soldiers lost in freak flood 


TEL AVTV (R) — Two Israeli soldiers were sw^ away and 
declared missing when rainwaters caused by violent storms 
suddenly flooded on army base. The soldiers in a six-wheeled truck 
were trying to rescue a stranded vehicle on Thesday at a camp near 
Modiim v^n a huge wave swept it 100 metres downstreain in 
seconds, military sources said. "A. wave of water hit the roldiers’ 
I truck and turned it over as if it weVti no heavier than a matchbox," 
j a witness said. The storms forced the closure of Tel 'Aviv's main 
highway^ which carried 250,000 i^dts each day. 


Opboute says It foiled new rebel attack 


DJIBOUTI (R) — • Security forces in the Red Sea state of Djibouti 
said Tuesday they repulsed a fresh attack by rebels in the north of 
the country and killed 12 of them. An army statement said rebels of , 
the Front for the Restoration of Unity and Democracy (FRUD), j 
who have taken control of parts of the north in fitting over tiie j 
past month, tried to attack the military gaiTison in the town of | 
Obock on Monday night. At least 12 rebels were killed and one was 
injured, while the army suflered no casualties, it said. Tberdjcls 
were driven off by dawn. Local journalists who visited Obock said 
security forces were still hunting down snipers in the area. Obodc 
and the oorthem town of Tadjourah have remained in gov e r nme nt 
control while the rebels, mainly from the A^ tribe, have taken 
over rural parts of the former French colony. Djibouti has blamed 
the conflict on foreigners — Afars from Ethiopia. The FRUD 
denies this and says it is defending the interests of Afars in 
Djibouti, where the Issa tribe dcMninates President Hassan Gouled ^ 
A.ptidon's one-party government. 


kSfi police chief, driver In Istanbul 


ISTANBUL (R) — Gunmen killed a deputy police chief and | 
driver in Istanbul, Turkey’s commercial capital, Wednesday. A i 
group of attackers raked their car witii fire in a central- butiness j 
district, the semi-official Anatolian news agency said. It Slakar I 
i'Coc and his driver Vedat Dilmac died in the mid-morning ywnimgh ! 
in the city's Sisli area. No group claimed responsibility but police ; 
and security men are favourite targets of Dev-Sol (Rewlutk»iary , 
Left), a far-left urban guerrilla organisation active mainly in ' 
Istanbul. Dev-Sol. believed to numfor fewer than 50 men, has 
claimed the killings of four generals this year, and at leak 30 
policemen. The group also claimed tins year's iriiiin^ of an 
.Ameri^n executive with a comply wlti^ services U.S. mflhaiy 
buses in Tur’icey, another American businessman anrf a Briton 
working for an insurance company in Istanbul. Several Amerkans, 
understcod to be on a Dev-Sol hit-list of busmesses in the dty, faiM 
sought extra police protection since the group stepped up attat^in 
Istanuul. 
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^ .^(RJ) 

New Delhi (RT) 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Coknnbo (RJ) 


S2!PASrr!53B5 

Royal Jorcsnl&R (RJ) nights 

(TorRisRai 1) 

06:25 Beinit(RJ) 

07:CS Aqaba.(RJ) 

10-.55 RomefRJ) 

IluC Montreal. TorontafRJ) 

PSirisfRJ) 

12:10 Londcn(RJ) 

22:39 Lamaca(RJ) 

19:45 C^fRI) 

21KHI AbuDfaabi(RI) 

2Iriie Jeddah (RJ) 

21:60 Bahr3n,D«Aa^) 

22t98 Kuab LtmqMir, Singapore (RJ) 
21 JO Dobai.MasGai(RJ) 


rSuHnower 

Cneunibas (large) , 
OKumben (small) 


(3artic 

Grapes 

Gnava _ 

Lemon 

Marrow (luge) 
Marrow (smaB) .... 

Okra 

Onion (<^) 

Pepper (hot)....... 

h|^(8ipee0 

Potato... 


Other Flighte (Terminal 2) 


Sweet mden 

Tomatoes 

Wattnaeloa 


Bs per Mg. 

...imsn 

.. 500 / 4SO. 

,. 590/ SOO 
, 8SO/65D 
,..160/120 
220/ m 
.. 180/120 
360 / 320. 
,. 280/230 

,. satt.Tto. 

,. 900/800 
:: 500 / 400 
,. I80A130 
W/_.12P 
. 350 / 300. 
,. 8S1P/750 
. 170/120 

. mi2to 

,.-450 / 400. 

300 / 2S9- 
,. 600 / 900 
220 /160. 
.mt&i 

,. 4W/360-. 

. 160 / or 



News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5-6, 1991 4' 




lltec^ 


hid,^ 

cnti* 

*>l»i 

Quit 

biiiia^ 

sari^ 

^SpOTi: 

noil^r 
’liucj 
' blifcj: 

•’..?!t 

c.^r 

T.C3r 


ood 

.‘R S; 

w!ei 

'■‘htt* 

li ; 2; 

r5?;r; 
■! :isi 
i?ia 

■ 


:^n ,r. 
rn.T;> 

: ’jsr 
0^:;^ 
;: i^;' 

; Jsi ' 

■•■r-s 

i 

A ''?'• 
“Sir 

• £' .V 


IStSffi 

• rJ- 
V.'jfc- 


Ri-.-.'* 

; 


I ; r 
;3 




BSiSS* 


Minister 
presented 
with de mand s 
to help 
economy 

AMMAN ^.T.) In his fiist 
- meeting whh repr^ntatives 
gt the Jordanian hiwin^ ^ com- 
munity, new Minbter of Supp- 
ly Mohammad A1 Saqqaf 
Wednesday was presented with 
a set of demand desig^ to 
stunniate co mm erda! activity 
in the Kingdom. 

Mohammad Asfbur, pre«- 
dent of the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
meree, urged the Nfinistry of 
Supply to float the prices of 
ntuhbaac foodstu^ and allow 
the prices to be decided 
throng free competition in the 
Jordanian market. Mr. Asfour 
also demanded that food aid 
coming to Jordan be diaooeJ- 
led to low'iooome groups like 
government employees 
tiirou^ die military and civil 
service consumer corporations. 

Furtbermore, the consumer 
corporations should be encour- 
age to buy their needs of 
ready-made clothes firem local 
factories and not import them 
from other^ countries. TheM 
should be 'sold at reduced 
prices only to government em- 
ployees, he sakL 

Mr. Asfour demanded that 
upgraded measures and 
methods be adopted in conn- 
ing samples of products for 
labontory tests and in the pro- 
cess of s^ng basic food sup- 
plies h*ke sugar and ike to the 
local merchants to allow them 
a reasonable profit margin. 

For his part, Mr. Saqqaf 
urged die Cambers to work 
out a coUeedve memorandum 
to be reviewed at a general 
.meeting between representa- 
tives of the ministries erf supply 
and of indushy and trade on 
local businessmen and mer- 
chants. 

He said die memorandum 
should dea] with aO matters 
related to trade and obstacles 
facing die businesses in their 
operations. 

Mr. Saqqaf stressed the gov- 
ernment's Ittenncss on ^e- 
guarding the interests of the 
merdiants and the consumers 
and welcomed ideas that would 
serve that objective. 



Her Majesty Queoi Noor at a gaefaering in 
London to comnenunorate the 125th anniversary 


of the founding of the American University of 
Beirut 


Queen Noor praises role of 
American University of Beirut 


AMMAN (J.T.) — At a cere- 
mony marking the 125tfa year of 
the founding of the American 
University of Eleirut (AUfi), Her 
Majesty Queen Noor prais^ the 
school for its contributions in 
educating future leaders of 
the Arab World and said the 
school should continue its impor- 
tant role in Arab academic life. 

Speaking Saturday before an 
audience of 350 AUB Alumni 
and supporters, the Queen said 
the university *‘has provided the 
best education available for 
several generations of Arab men 
and women.** 

It has been **an important 
meeting ground for interactitMi 
amongst all Arat» — an open, 
tolerant environment where ideas 
and dreams could be shared 
among students from many diffe- 
rent social, pobtical, religious and 
ethnic badtgrounds,** she said. 

The Queen was the guest of 
honour at the first AUB Atumm 
European Convention Banquet, 
wtiidi was held in London. The 


convention addressed AUB's fu- 
ture and its role in the 21st 
Century. 

'‘Perhaps more than any other 
institution in the regjon, the uni- 
versity has been ... a model of 
interaction between the Arab and 
Western worlds," she said. The 
university has served as a “win- 
dow through which they have 
been able to discover the best in 
each other, to learn from one 
another and to affirm their 
mutual aspirations and dreams.'* 

Referring to the recent bomb- 
ing of College Hall, the Queen 
said: “The clock tower of College 
Hall may be temporarily missing 
from the skyline of Beirut, but 
the horizons of the Arab World 
remain illuminated by everything 
that AUB has offered to the Arab 
people and to the world in the last 
125 years." 

Queen Noor also spoke of the 
democratic transfonnatioo taking 
place in the Arab World and 
described the recent peaceful and 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Thailand 

AMMAN (Petra) — Hb Majesty King Hussein Wednesday sent a 
cable to King Bhumibol A^lyadej ^ Thailand to congratulate 
1^ in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian government and 
pe^e on Thaiiaiid's national day. King Hussein wished Che Thai 
monardi continued good health and happiness and the Thai 
people frudier progress and prosperity. 


Bridge to be closed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The King Mohammad Brid^ over the River 
Jordan wiO be closed for craffo from Sunday until frirther notice, 
P^Uc Security Department (PSD) sources said Wednesday. The 
sources said those willing to travel to the West Bank can use the 
King Hssein Brid^, which is usually open for passengers from 8 
tiU 1 p.m. Acconfing to the sources, die rnovemem of trucks 
across the two bridges will remain unchanged. 


Minister receives ILO official 

AMMAN (Petra) — Labour bfinister Abdul Karim ^ Kabariti 
reomved Wednesday Nioolae Saorraf, the regional advisor of the 
director general <rf the International Labour Organisation (ILO), 
Mr. Katariti and Mr. Sarraf reviewed scopes of cooperation 
between Jordan and tiie ILO in labour-related fields and ways of 
promoting and bolstering tids. Mr. Sarraf was also received by the 
secretary general of the Jordanian Labour Unions Federation, 
Abdul Halim Khadda. The meeting, which was attended by a 
number of labour unkms fuesideats, discussed the labour unions' 
adnevements in Jordan and the Jordanian federation’s relations 
with the ILO. Mr. Ehaddam and Mr. Sarraf agreed to draw a plan 
for bcrfdmg next year's cuharal activities, whiefa wfll indude 
seminars and lectures on labour-related issues. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The followiqg Bstings are comfMled from monthfy bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
ftW and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ir and terlwri ral books at tile Univeraiftr of 

Jordan. 

fr -Alt «*fcn»ahin by Dia Aaawi at Mua Saudi Studio — td. 
8297W. 

If or by a ^oop <rf Iraqp artists at ABa Art 

Gdloy (ops Bing ceremony at 5:30 p.m.) 


if The Amerfeaa Womeu of Amman (AWA) Christmas Charity 
at the Marriott Hotel (open FHday fkom 11 a.m. tiB 3 

p.m.) 

FILM 

if Fentare flfan «<Inherit the Wind** at titfe American 

GeMre — 7 p.in. 


(^rman, Jordanian officials 
siga assbtance programme 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Afive- mem- 
ber German econcMnic team led 
Ity Winfred Fuchs Wednesday 
agned minutes of deliberations 
and discussions vrith the Ministry 
of Planning providing 80 million 
Deutscheoiaits (DM) in technic- 
al and capital assistance to Jor- 
dan. 

The nunutes provide for SO 
million DM in ' technical assist- 
ance to benefit the agriculture, 
water and health sectors and 30 
million DM to benefit capital 
projects in agriculture and water 
fields. 

Germany has prorided Jordan 


with 400 million DM since tbe 
be^ning of the Gulf crisis to 
August last year in order to help 
the country offset the consequ- 
ences of the Gidf crisis. 

Tbe German team tiiat has 
been discussing aid to Jordan for 
tbe upcoming two years vrill go to 
Yemen at the end of tlmr virit 
Thursday. 

The minutes were signed by 
Dr. Sa^an Touqan, the minis- 
try's secretsty general, and Mr. 
Fwhs,wbo is bead of tbe Middle 
East and North Africa Desk at 
tbe German Minutiy of Econo- 
mic Cooperation. 



PribBc Security Depmtmait CHrector Fidd AB meets with senior 
Gennia g u v enunent effidab Wednesday (Petra photo) 

German representatives discuss 
cooperation in criminal fields 


AMMAN (J.T.) — T\vo senior 
German officials held talks with 
Jordanian officials on promoting 
Jordanian-German cooperation 
in crinunal investigation fields. 
The two, Hanz-Ludwig Zachaxt, 
prmident of the Federal Criminal 
InvestigatitMi Bureau, and Hagen 
Fabarsdiensky, director of Anti- 
Narcotics Department, met first 
with Interior Miniver Jawdat A] 
Sbonl, witii vriKHn tiiey discussed 
coordinatioa between the two 
countries’ security sendees to 
safeguar d die pidilic interest. The 
minister said that Jordan and 
Germany were cooperating in 
matters of combating crime and 
drag traffiddng and Jordan was 
keen on pro m oting such co<^ra- 
tion forther on the basis of 
mutual interest. Tbe two German 
visitors were also received Ity 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) Director Fadel Ali and 
diy<iss«»H bilateral relations and 
cooperation in police-related 
afiEairs, partieulaiiy in combating 
narcotic trafficking and interna- 
tional efforis to stem tbe danger 


of drug a^ktion. Tbe two viri- 
tors toured tbe various PSD de- 
paionents and were briefed on 
their services and programmes. 


orderly political development in 
Jordan towards pluralistic demo- 
cracy. 

“The force that drives tbe new 
momentum for change in the 
Arab World is grounded firmly 
on the burgeonl ng spirit of demo- 
cracy. pluralism and nation- 
building," she said. 

“You recognise that sfurit*' the 
Queen added, “because you have 
carried it within you since your 
days at AUB. 

Other speakers included Chair- 
man of tte AUB Alumni Asso- 
ciation in the United Kingdom 
Hisham El Solh, chairman ^ the 
board of Trustees of AUB and 
President Emeritus of Princeton 
University, Dr. Robert E. Go- 
geen and AUB Deputy Prasi- 
dent. Dr. Ibrahim &lti. 

Also attending tbe banquet 
were Her Royal Highness Mn- 
cess Chida Talal, Senator Leila 
Sharaf and Jmdan'sambassador to 
the United Kingdom, Fouad 
Ayoub. 


One dead, about 100 rescued 
as torrential rains continue 


By Elia NasraUab 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reptuter 

AMMAN — One person had 
died and at least 100 have been 
rescued by Civil Defene De- 
partiMnt (CDD) teams in the 
last six days as torrential rains 
continued through Wednes- 
day, CDD officials r^>orted. 

Most of the rescue opera- 
tions were mounted to help 
people trapped either in their 
cars or homes by the rains, 
which have caused widespread 
damage throughout the coun- 
try, officials said. 

There have been about 3(X) 
incidents reported to author- 
ities in which bouses or busi- 
ness were flooded, officials 
said. 

While causing widespread 
damage, many officials wel- 
comed tbe rains, saying it 
would be beneficial to the en- 
vironment and farmers. At the 
same time, the rains have re- 
pleted the country's water 
supply, which had been run- 
ning low as a result of the high 
demand m the summer. 

The King Talal Dam. the 
largest in the country, is nearly 
one third full now thanks to the 
rains of the past six days, 
according to Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) Secretary 
General Dr. Abdul Aziz 
Wishah. 

The King Talal Dam, whidi 
has a total capacity of SS mil- 
lion cuNc metres, collected 26 
million cubic metres by 
Wednesday morning and was 
expMed to rise abw the 30 
mUlioR cubic metre level by 
Wednesday evening, up from 
nine million cubic metres at tbe 
be^ning of tbe season, said 
Dr. Wishah in a statement to 
the Jordan Times. 

“We have readings of the 
total amounts of water in the 
various dams in the morning of 
each day and the latest read- 
ings are very encouraging, 
espedaily as we are still at tte 
outset of the rainy season," 
Dr. Wishah said. 



Resfdenls in Amman tyy to minimifig the damage caiised Ity six days of torrential rains 
(Ftioto by Yousef Ai *AUan> 


All tbe other dams in the 
countiy, with the exception of 
the Wadi AJ Arab Dam which 
has a capacity of 17 million 
cubic metres, are now almost 
fuU. he added. Dr. Wishah 
said, for example, that tbe 
Wadi Shuetb Dam is now full 
with two and one quarter mil- 
lion cubic metres of rain water, 
up from zero before the rains. 

Tbe rains have lasted for six 
days, causing soil to be satu- 
rated, and a great deal of 
run-ofl water to be generated 
in tbe wadis. 

Dr. Wishah said the huge 
amount of run-off water has 
helped to wash the salt away 
from the soil surface. At the 
same time, the water nmning 
in streams to the Jordan Valley 
has irrigated all the farmlands, 
saving the water behind the 
dams. 

Tbe director of the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology, Dr. Ah 


Abanda, said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, tiiat the effect of the cur- 
rent rainstorm will gradually 
recede Thursday when a rise in 
temperatures is expected. But, 
he said, Jordan will be affected 
on Sunday by another low de- 
pression whi^ is expected to 
bring in more rain. 

Dr. Abanda said that the 
cold Cronts accompanying the 
depression which was centred 
over the island of Cyprus 
brought in high winds and 
heavy rain in most regions of 
Jordan. He estimated the 
amount of rain foiling in the 
fiist four days as accounting for 
10 per cent of the total annual 
rain-fall in Jordan. 

Dr. Abanda said that Salt 
itteeived the largest amount of 
rain, nearly 234 millimeties in 
the first five days. 

The rainstorms have caused 
at least one death. They have 


also caused damage to roacs 
due to landslides and tempor- 
ary closure of roads in various 
regions of the Kingdom. 

A Civil Defence Depan- 
oient (CDD) Spokesman said 
that Una Shaker Amr, a 24- 
year-old woman, found to have 
drowned in a torrent at the 
Yadoudeh District, 1C 
kilometres south of Amman. 
77ie woman had been reported 
missing 24 hours earlier anc 
tbe body was discovered S\-e 
kUometres away from the spot 
where she was reported tc 
have been seen last. 

Several CDD teams were 
formed to look for the missing 
woman and for two young boys 
who were missing but were 
later found. According to 
eyewitnesses, the woman was 
in the company of her fiance, 
who was pull^ out from the 
stream by people and dvil de- 
fence men. 


Sit-in held in protest of unfair testing 
requirements for new graduates 


By Odeh Odeh 

Speaa/ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Around 50 spe- 
cialists held a two-hour sit-in at 
the headquarters of the Jor- 
dam Medical Board in Amman 
Wednesday to back a host of 
demands and present a 
memorandum outlining the 
grievances of 1,500 specialise 
they claimed to be represent- 
ing. 

In their note, tbe specialists 
said that tbe board was mis- 
treating the new graduating 
spedalists and bloi&ng tbeir 
attempfo to J>e registered as 
spedalists with authority to 
practice in the country. 

"The board sets very diffi- 
cult examinations for tte new 
spedalise with the result that 
no more than 5 per cent of the 
candidates pass such examina- 
tions,” the note said. 

It said that most members of 


the board and those of sden- 
tific committees hold degrees 
for less in standard than those 
held by tbe candidates. But 
still, tbe way for new graduates 
to be folly recognised as spe- 
dafists in Jordan is blocked, 
the statement said. 

Tbe board law sriiicb was 
issued in 1962 to raise tbe 
mecfical standard m Jotdaa and to 
issue diplomas to Jordanians 
bdng trained for their spe- 
dalisation was not meant to 
evaluate degrees issued by 
boards abroad, tbe protest 
note added. 

It accused the board mem- 
bers of abusing tbe law and tbe 
regulations on awarding diplo- 
mas or licences to spedafists 
and demanded that su^ exces- 
ses end. 

Asked to comment on the 
situatioD, Heahb hfinister A^ 
Bataineb denied that a sit-in 
was held and said that only a 


protest memorandum was sob- 
mitted to the board chairman. 
Dr. Bataineh noted, however, 
that the ministry was taking 
measures to find a permanent 
solution to this chronic prob- 
lem. But, be said, tbe ministry 
refuses to succumb to pressure. 
Jordan Medical Assodation 
Presideot Ishaq Maraqa admit- 
ted that 'tbere was a sit-ia. but 
said that he would have sup- 
ported tbe presentation of a 
memorandum without the sit- 
in. 

Tbe sit-in was held without 
any consultation with tbe asso- 
dation, which IS supposed to 
know about doctors’ actions in 
advance so it can later back 
their demands, be said. 

The board’s secr^ary gener- 
al, Ham Oweis, said that tbe 
note win be convejred to tbe 
health minister in Us capadty 
as chairman of the Jordan 
Medical Board. 


International Volunteer Day 
commenimorated in Jordan, world 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan, along 
actb other nations erf tbe worid, 
Thursday observes International 
Voionteer Day (IVD) during 
which ^Kcial tribute is paid to 
volunteer workers . aroi^ tbe 
world. 

Id Jordan, vohmteer work is 
embodied in tbe .work of the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS), which serves 
as an umbrella fiOT 600 sodeties 
grouping 75JXX) volunteers. 

For its p^, the Miiiistiy of 
Sodai De^lopmeot cooperates 
with 132 forei^ sodeties around 
tile world through Ulateral agree- 


ments to promote volunteer ser- 
vices in tbe Kip^lom. Tbe minis- 
tiy also providte annual assist- 
ance totalling more than JD 
294,000 in cash and JD 114,000 
worth of in-khtd assistance to 
voluntary assodations in tbe 
KingdcHn. 

On the eve of tbe IVD U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar issued a message to 
various countries paying tribute 
to volunteers from ^ nationali- 


ties. 

WiUiam Draper, admiiristrator 
of the U.N. Developmrat Prog- 
ramme (UNDP), also issued a 
message on International Volun- 
teer Day noting that the UNDP 
volunteers have been working 
with people to help create a world 
niiere people can better tbeir 
fives, prom^ the sharing of ex- 
perience among devdof^ and 
develofung countries and prepare 
for diange. 



Tayseer Abdel Jaber 

ESeWA briefs 
member states 
on activities 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Advisory 
Committee of the United Nations 
Economic and Sodai Commis- 
aon for Western Asia (ESCWA) 
convened Wednesday at the ocrni- 
mission's headquarters attended 
Ity ambassadors and representa- 
tives of member states. 

Dr. Tayseer Abdul Jaber 
under-secretary-general asd 
ESCWA executive secretary, 
opened the meeting with a pre- 
sentation of the commisrion’s 
work and different activities :n 
the economic, sodai and technic- 
al fields. 

During the meeting, tbe dele- 
gates exchanged views with the 
executive secretary, who 
answered tbe di^rent questions 
and inquiries posed about tbe 
commissioQ’s fiinctkms. 

The objective of such meeting 
is to conduct consultations on. 
issues that would asdst the ocm- 
mission in providing wider and 
better services in the fields of its 
competence. 

Tbe member states of ESCW.A 
are: Jordan, the United Arab 
Emirates, Syria, fraq, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, Leba- 
non, Yemen, Egypt, E^estinr 
and Saudi Arabia. 


The National Music Conservatory t 
NoorAi Eussein Foundation 
presents 

Sulafa and Otail Haddad 
and Leith Ismail 

in a piano and oboe recital 

MonrU^ December^ JS9J at StOO p^m, 
Tbe JlqyalQUtttral Centro -Main EM 

In tire programme pieces byrCbopin^Eaytti^ 
PrtAqfied and others. ■ 

Tickats, fin JO 4 eadt, an available at : 

The Kayal Cuttaral Centn, Td 669026 
BabidUfTek 661322 
The National Music Conservatory, 
Tel.6S7$10 



Luxury line of sunglasses to be introduced 


AMMAN — Petra Est. For 
Optical Products, the sole agpnte 
for Carrera Eoteniatiocal Pro- 
ducts in Jordan, held a party i««gr 
Thursday at the Jerusalem Inter- 
national Hotel On the of 

laundiiqg of Carrera, IfrtSO Boss, 
Porsche design framra and sung- 
lasses in the Jordanian 
George Abdu, Petra manager, 
pointed oat the qualities of Car- 
rera sunglasses as being lig|it- 
wei^, but sdid, foshionable and 


sporty. Mr. Abdu stressed Petra's 
commitment to excellent service 
to its clients. 

The Austrian Commercial 
attache in Jordan attended the 
convention and cooq>lemented 
Petra and Carrera on these new 
products. Geretsdil^er showed 
a video film and slicfes and pre- 
sented the new 1992 coUections of 
Carrera, Porsche Design and 
Hugo Boss frames and sun^as- 


ses. 

The event was attended by 
Optics, Novelty and Department 
Stores representatives and other 
retail customers. 

• 

Everybody present admired 
tiie new collections, wfaidi have 
both fosUon and innovation. Car- 
rera, Porsche Design and Hugo 
Boss frames and sunglasses wiU 
be shortly availabfe at fearfing 
opticians and department stores. 
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Sabotaging the 
peace process 


WHAT DOES Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
want? Does he, as many Arabs maintain, want to 
sabotage the peace process? Oris he, in his quest to 
twist U.S. President George Bush's arm, trying to win 
back, by force, the U.S. administration? 

He seems to be doing both. He seems to want to 
determine the shape of peace in the re^on on his own 
perception whiie at the same time keeping the **spedai 
relationship’' between Israel and the U.S. The m a n 
atiii his clique in Tel Aviv seem to be out of touch with 
the <*tianging times. The Arabs, Jordanians, Pale^i- 
nians, Syrians and Lebanese, all of whom Shamir and 
the U.S. administr ation had for long termed anti- 
peace, showed up en masse Wednesday at the sche- 
dnled location and date *‘to talk peace,” as the head of 
the Jordanian delegation. Dr. Abdul Saiam Mgjali, 
has said. It is true that peace cannot be achieved 
without the Israelis, if that is the point they are 
making. But it is even more important, especially for 
the Israelis, to understand that their own pwe, 
cannot be achieved without the Arabs. American 
money and arms will not for long be used at liberty to 
ensure Israrii security. These facts are by now 
well-known to every sane human being, Arab, Israeli 
or American. 

Israel cannot continue to set the roles for the game 
of peace. It took U.S. Secretary of State James Bakm- 
months, many trips to the region and kn^ hours of 
talks to convince the Arabs to bitterly accept Israeli 
terms of refermce fm* the peace talks. The U.S. and 
most certainly the Arabs will not allow Israel to derail 
the *«ihs from their intended target, a just and 
comprehensive peace, nor will they allow Israd to 
conduct them on its own terms. Shamir’s cemtinned 
attempts to limit the role of the U.S. are futile. Israel 
knows, the U.S. knows it and the Arab know it: Peace 
in the Middle East at this juncture of history cannot 
and will not be achieved without the active involve- 
ment of the U.S. The balance of power in the Middle 
East, in favour of Imel, will not allow a just peace 
unless the U.S., the honest broker, decided It is just. 
The hatred and the decades-old animosity will not 
disappear with the signing (d* peace accords; that 
requires a long-time involvement of tiie U.S. in all 
aspects of the peace process. 

Many Arabs would be very pleased to see U.S.- 
Israeli relations damaged. They consider those ^lecia] 
relations as responsible for Israeli intrans^ence. We 
see strains in these relations, and we suspect that 
S hamir and his Likud bloc are pushing into that 
direciion in their effort to blackmail the administra- 
tion and delay any substantive talks nntfl it brings the 
administration to heels and wins the loan guarantees. 
It also yrante to push the talks well into 1992 wbmi the 
American people becomes busy in presidential dec- 
turns in the hope the U.S. enthuriasm for the talks 
would wane. It is unfortunate that this last diance 
would be wasted by the intrans^ence of the Isradi 
If fliiw shi p and its narrow-mindedness. 


ARABIC PRESS COIWMENTARIES 


AL RA*I daily said Wednesday that the Israelis who are refusing 
to attend talks in Washington are the same people who have been 
visiting the American capital for years begging money and rallying 
support for their crimes and occupation of Arab land. By 
declaring that no power on earth can force Israel to go to 
Washington on Dec. 4, Yitzhak Shamir is trying to show the world 
^at Israel can do without the United States in pursuing 
occupation and aggression, the papet said. It said that the United 
States had crushed Iraq and is depriving its people of the means of 
existence for the sake of Israel which is now trj^g to rebel and to 
hold on to the occupied land mtb guarantees from the U.S. and 
Europe and with continued insults to the Arab Nation. The 
absence of brael from, the peace parley in Washington could be 
offeet by the presence of the American ^ministration because the 
Americans dealt with the Gulf crisis in Iraq's absence and forced 
Br'*hdad to pull out its troops frun Kuwait, the paper pointed 
ou.' The U.S. can force Israel to pull out from the Arab lands 
with out starving the Israelis or impeding sanctions on them 
through imposing its will by withholding loans and cutting off aid, 
said the paper. Israel’s absence from the peaM negotiations does 
not absolve the U.S. administration from its responsilnlity to 
bring about a settlement, the paper added. The p^>er said that 
President George Bush can make history and save his country 
further embanessment by being tough and by ordering Israel to 
succumb to the requirements of peace and comply with the 
international legitimacy. 


A columnist in Al Ra*i Arabic daily discussed the question of 
releasing American and European hostages and noted that cmly 
through a deal over the fote of human beings can the U.S. and 
Europe be forced to unfreeze assets in their bwks. Tarcq 
Masarweta cited the unfreezing by the U.S. of $287 million to Iran 
fbUowing the release of American hostages in Beirut and the 
unfreezing of $ 120 million by Britain of Iraqi assets following ^ 
release of a British businessman accused of bribing officials in 
Baghdad. 


The screws tighten in Palestine 


By Chris Manniiigs 


MUSTAFA Al Jamal returned to 
his Gaza home at eight o'clock in 
the evening after a long day’s 
work on a Tel Aviv construction 
site. He has to get up at four the 
following morning in order to 
negotiate passage out of Gaza 
through checks and searches at 
the Erez checkpoint. He must 
have his ID ca^, his magnetic 
card and now since the Gulf war a 
special permit to allow him to 
work in Israel. Talk of peace has 
not made a great impression on 
him. “My grandfather gave this 
problem to my father and my 
father gave it to me. At the 
beginning of the intifada I 
drought there might be a solution 
but now I think maybe 1 will just 
have to pass on the problem to 
my son.” 

Palestinian disUlnskMimeiit 


Mustafa's disillusionment is 
shared by many. Three years of 
sacrifice in the intifada did not 
bring tangible gains so the phi- 
losophy of liberation from out- 
side was reviewed, this time in 
the shape of Sad^m Hussein. 
Fatigue had set in long before the 
Gulf war but now little interest is 
expressed even in the news. In 
the early days of the intifada 
radios blared out news in every 
bus, on every street corner; now 
even the proqrect of a Middle 
East peace conference does not 
provoke much interest. 

The practical effects of the 


Gulf war are manifr^d: reruitt- 
ances from relatives working in 
the Gulf states have all but stop* 
oed. cutting oS between 20 arid 
30 per cent of GNP. Forty-three 
consecutive days of curfew during 
the period of the war brought 
agricultural and industrial pro- 
duction in tile occuined territories 
to a halt. Access to the luaeii 
labour market has been dramati- 
cally curtailed since the war. Efii- 
mates suggest only 30,000 work- 
ers make .the daily journey from 
Gaza to work in laaei now, 
compared with 50,000 before the 
war, which figure was already a 
sharp fall from before the intifa- 
da. Furthermore, the evacuation 
of Palestinians from Kuwait has 
forced many to return to the 
occupied territories. Al Quds, the 
Jerusalem daily, report«l tiiat on 
one day alone in August, 2.500 
Palestinians cro^d the bridge 
from Jordan into the West Bank 
to remain permanently there. 


ties. Put all this in the context of 
massive Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion, accelerated land confisca- 
tion and frenzied construction of 
new settlements and the mood of 
despieration is easy to apprehend. 

Attitudes to the intifoda are 
romplex and confusing. In pri- 
vate conversation it is not uncom- 
mon to hear it pronounced as at 
an end. Heretical opinions about 
accepting any kind of peace set- 
tlement are the result of despera- 
tion not political conviction. “We 
talk about Jerusalem but if they 
offered us Ramallah tomorrow 
we should accept it," is the result 
of fnistration with concrete cir- 
cumstances and the political lead- 
ership inside and outside, not a 
srgn^ of capitulation. The intifa- 
da is still very much alive, what- 
ever isolated individuals may con- 
tend, but there is a widespread 
feeling that it has somehow slip- 
ped beyond the people's control. 


Settlenieiits transform the 
slQrUne 

The 45-minute drive from the 
King Hussein Bridge over the 
River Jordan to Jerusalem has 
changed dramatically within the 
past two years. Israeli settlement 
of East Jerusalem has trans- 
formed tlM skyline and created 
tight rows of fortress housing. 
Arab Jerusalem is fading in a fiiry 
of Israeli construction. The 
Israelis have not been lax and the 
lorry loads of sewage pipes at the 
Erez cbedqpoint into Gaza bear 
witness to frenetic building 
throu^out the occupied territor- 
ies. Land b being pulled from 
under the feet of Palestinian far- 


*nie gathering furore over loan 
guarantees and President George 
Bush’s threat to use his veto in 
Congres to delay granting them 
indicates a belated recognition of 
the centrality of Israeli settlement 
policy to the peace process. Dr. 
Abdul Shafi put this issue right at 
the heart of the process. “With- 
out a freeze on settlement, ques- 
tions sudi as Frast Jerusalem and 
who represents the Palestinians 
are irrelevant.” 


Rqiectii^ Israel's a^oula 


The strain on an economy 
which was already unable.fo pro- 
vide for its population has 
reached breaking point. Those 
who do return often do so under 
humiliating circumstances. In 
Gaza stories abound of peoples' 
struggle to return. There are the 
fens of thousands strand^* on 
the Traq-Kuwait border without 
travel documents. Those who 
make it to Eg^t are forud to 
wait in Cairo until there are 
sufficient numbers to fill a bus. 
They are not provided with 
medical or other welfare facUi- 


Attitudes in the occupied terri- 
tories to American endeavours to 
bring together the enemy pa^es 
are often described as sceptical. 
This misses the point. Sudt have 
been the reverses of recent 
months, so omnipotent b the 
U.S. traditional benefactor of 
Israel and powerlessness to influ- 
ence events b so widely felt that 
the significance of the peace con- 
ference is remote. In short no one 
has asked people what they want 
and how they feel and thus it is 
none of their business. It will go 
ahead regardless of what they feel 
about it. 


mers. 

Dr. Haidar Abdul Shafi, head 
of the Palestinian Red Crescent 
and the head of the Palestinian 
negotiating team at the peace 
conference, said he was surprised 
at American ignorance of land 
confiscation. Secretary of State 
James Baker appeared taken 
aback when Palestinian repre- 
sentatives related the extent of 
Israeli land confiscation and set- 
tlement. Dr. Abdul Shafi ex- 
pressed Palestinian fears in the 
following exchange with Mr. 
Baker. 

“I asked the secretary of state 
if he thought continued settle- 
ment of the occupied territories 
was compatible with peace. ‘No', 
he replied. I then asked if Amer- 
ica was prepared to put pressure 
on Israel to freeze its settlement 
policy. Again he replied ‘no’." 


The opinion throughout the 
occupied territories b that talk of 
establishing the final status of the 
territories after a period of years, 
while through an accelerated 
programme of land confiscation 
and settlement the Israelb are 
practically engaged in doing just 
that, b arrant nonsense and fmffi- 
er evidence of the willingness of 
the inteinatiofial communiQr to 
bend over backwards to 
accommodate Israeli policy. In 
tile li^t of unrestnuned repres- 
sion vigorous settlement, Palesti- 
nians are not inclined to take very 
seriously any talk of peace con- 
ferences. They have become ex- 
asperated with such international 
acquiescence to Israel’s agenda 
setting. 

Despite the return of those 
Palestinians dbpla^ by the Gulf 
war to tiie occupied territories, 
there b a gene^ fear among 
Palestinians in Syria, Jordan and 
the ocoipied territories about in- 
ternational plaits for them. In 


Damascus, a senior figure in the g 
Popular Front for the Libeiatioc I 
of Palestine talked with convic. f 
don of the fear among PaU^ 
nians that America bad secured 
Syrian agreement to remove tl^ ^ I 
Palestinian population of the 
fhgee camps in Lebanon and relo. . ' 
cate it in Jordan. Ihe influx into' 
Jordan of hundreds of thouamh 'N " 
of Palestinians from the G^.r 
states compound the fear tJ^*'‘'j: 
Jordan b becoming a centre 
the mothering of the Pale^j' .. 
nians, intention^ly or otberwire.;'^-'. 
Meanudule their land in the West';-.' ' ' 
Bank and GAZA Strip oo ntmii^ ^y/; 
to disappear from undCT tii^fee(\ 
and b repopulated with Soi^ 
immigrants, while America talks.: ',-.C 
about pe^. , 

Pc^Milation transfer from dte-’' ^ 
occupied territories to Jordan h«.-^ '' 
long been a fear. The IsaeS 
caUnet includes a member whose 
party’s central policy b just that, ' 
When the process of land ooq. >•: ■ 
fiscation and settlement has cob- ''i, 
thmed unabated for several moie 
years, Israel may be left witii » ; 

to two million dispossess 
Palestinians with nowhere to go. J 
It b small wonder that war and 
mass expulsions are returning lo .i '' 
the front of people's minds b '■ 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, ‘i- 


Cbris Manning is a British y- ‘ 
scboofteadier who worked in ‘y 
occupied territories. He has re* 
oendy returned from a vbit to 
^ria, Jordan and Palestine. The f: 
above artide is reprinted hoia 
Middh East Int&natiaud. 




Succeed or fail, EC will make history at Maastricht 




By Andres Wolberg-Stok 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — Arguably the 
most ambitious project in 
&irope's evolution reaches a 
crossroads next week in the old 
Dutch dty of Maastricht. 

Even if it succeeds, the Euro- 
pean Community summit on poli- 
tical and monetary union will not 
produce an instant united states 
of Europe. Nor will failure spell 
the EC's immediate collapse. 

But the long-term stakes are 
high. 

If the 12 heads of state and 
government cannot bridge huge 
differen^,^^ will suffer a 
se^ie'MO^-'Bntian; perti^ the 
most sovereignty-consdous of the 
12 states, mi^t condemn itself to 
ftiture isolation. 

But if the summit does strike a 
deal, it could set the 34-year-old 
community on course to become 
one day the European union, 
with a single currency run by.'an 
EC central bank, one voice in 
foreign affeirs and one army. 

U^ike the ^nawling empires 
Napoleon and Hitler set out to 
build, thb union would rest on 
the willingness of democratic na- 
tions to give up sovereignty in a 
broad range of fields for the sake 
of common stiengtfa. 

It wottid embrace at least nine 
different languages and many cul- 
tures. It worUd bring together not 
pioneers in an unknown conti- 
nent, but peoples long prone to 
wage murderous wars against 
each other. 


If the summit next Monday and 
Tuesday can move towards the 
EC vbion, or at least clearly d\art 
the way forward, poiitidans pre- 
dia EC unity and vrealth will 
beckon a dozen or more other 
European states to join to. 

It would then wield enormous, 
economic and political power, 
vying with the Uaited States and 
Japan for supremacy. 

If the summit fails, many pre- 
dict a gradual dilution of tlte EC. 
with the lure of a barrier frw 
sin^e market after 1992 no lon- 
ger enough to ensure unity. 

“If we don't go forward, we 
will slide back,” says Beldam's 
ambassador to the EC, Philippe 
de~ S^outheete. ' 

In thb worst-c^ scenario, the 
community would slowly wilt. 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, who champions a united 
states of Europe, said last month 
that failure at Maastridbt would 
set the EC back by a generation. 

In the diort term. East Euro- 
pean reformers such as Poland. 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia — 
not to mention the Soviet repub- 
h'es — could see their hopes for 
EC membership this century 
quashed. 

Even much wealthier and more 
politically mature applicants such 
as Austria and Sweden would 
find the ECs doors closed until 
internal remonstrations in Brus- 
seb subsided. 

A community riven 1^ rancour 
would find it hard to act as an 
anchor for the continent or dam- 
pen ethnic strife to the east. 



opinion has coloured die year- 
long arguments on almost every 
subject dbcussed in tite inter- 
governmental conferences on 
political union and Economic and ; 
Monetary Union (EMU). 

Britain b now certain to win an 
exceptional ri^t to stay out of 
EMU if it b reluctant to join ^ 

vriien EC leaders take the final ^ 
dedsion in 1997. 

It b seen by many as having ' 
metbodicaily whittied down the ^ 
aerations of its partners, di^ 
ping and trimmiiig every proposal 
to ffie point where the commis- 
sion and the European Parlia- T ! 
national currencies in favour of ment can expect few new powes ^ . ; 
the European Currency' in the slfort term. ' ' “ 

(ECU) — a single cunrency London klsO' ^cceeded in 

throughout the bloc, predicted td**^ke^rmg plans for In nforefoiBiBl ''' 
bring vast savings 'to business. V. • common foreign and'~secDnty 
And if an independent central policy largely ioter^vernmai- 

tal. 


completed the mammoth task 
they set themselves in 1987 of 
writing hundreds of new laws to 
scrap all internal barriers to the 
movement of people, goods, ser- 
vices and capital by the end of 
1992s. 

Their currencies are already 
locked into narrow bands and 
cannot fluctuate too much against 
each other without central banks 
stepping in to restore order. 

For so<aUed “federalists” like 
Mr. Helmut Kohl or Jacques Do- 
lors, premdent of the executive 
European (jornmission, the logic- 
al step forward is to to scrap 


■S3 


European Community Now 


B would also be less likely to 
work hard at good trade relations 
with the United States or Japan, 
and protectionbt instineb could 
resurface — perhaps leading to a 
trade war. 

And what of Germany, by far 
the EC’s bigg»t and w^thiest 
state? Today it seems eager to 
bury forever the memories of 
(wo world wars fomented by 
nationalbm and blend into a big- 
ger bloc where nationality mat- 
ters less. 

Bonn itself concedes a risk that 
it might start throwing its huge 


weight around, or turn its atten- 
tion to the east where it would 
find plenty of new areas of poli- 
tical and business opportunity. 


With so much at stake, why b 
there such disagreement among 
EC states after a frill year of 
intensive treaty negotiations 
launched by the same leaders at a 
summit in Rome last December? 


How can 12 states whose eco- 
nomies are already being woven 
together remain so deeply split 
over the future course? 

The EC states have almost 


bank b to manage the ECU, thus 
depriving the governments of 
some of their most fundamental 
policy-making toob, the sensible 
next step b to merge national 
sovereignties in other fields, the 
federalists say. 

Thb is where Britain, and par- 
ticulariy its Conservative govern- 
ment, disagrees. 

With occasional backing from 
Denmark and Portugal, l^ndon 
argues that the best way forward 
is for the ' 12 govenuDeut to 
cooperate ever more closely, not 
for the community to be fed more 
and more power until it becomes 
an overbearing supra-national 
monster dictating to its helpless 
member states. 

Thb fundamental difference of 


and in extracting pledges 
from France and other supporters 
of an EC defence identity tint 
any future European army wifl ■*— 
not undermine NATO. 

But Britain does not appear n . 
discooDt a last-minote counter- 
attack by federaUsts 'at Mas- J 
sfridiL j, 

The com promise might lie is 
carefully worded pled^ in tin 
new treaty, committing £C states 
to review their links in a few 
years* tune and settiiig qredfic 
targets for that exercise. 

“We want a treaty that makes 
very clear that eoonoiiuc arid cur- 
rency uirion and politic^ uruonis 
irreversible — underiine this 
word ^ain, it b very important," 
says Mr. Helmut 1^1. 
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Djerejian: U.S. has no blueprint for Mideast talks 


By Nonna Holmes 
WASHINGTON — The United 
States looks forward lo direct 
talks between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours but “has no bluep- 
rint” for those talks, a senior 
U.S. administration official said a 
few days before the talks were 
scheduled to begin here. 

Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern and South Asian 
Affeirs Edward Djerejian said in 
a United States Information 
Agen^ (XJSIA) inter^ew. Nov. 
29, it is extraordinarily important 
that the parties reengage on both 
the substantive and procedural 
issues tiiat have been dbcussed in 
Madrid. 

In the wide-ranging interview 
Mr. Djerejian also discussed 
other important re^onal issues, 
including arms control, Iraq, 
Lebanese independence, the 
bombing of Pan Am 103, nuclear 
arms in South Asia and the move- 
ment toward peace in Afgha- 
nistan. 

“In the first instance, it b very 
important for the parties to en- 
ga^ directly and try to resolve 
these bsues themselves,” Mr. 
Djerejian said, noting “the 
braelis have agreed to the 
Washington venue the next 
bilateral talks.” 

“Something that has been 
sought for 43 years was -aocom- 
plished in Madrid,” Mr. Djere- 
jian pointed out. “The Arab 
Israeli peace process has been 
established at a higher level, from 
ntiiich the parties are now con- 
tinuii^. Therefore, the bilateral 
talks in Washington thb week are 
the next step in continuing the 


momentum in what has been 
achieved at Madrid.” 

Mr. Djerejiana said that while 
the role of tire United States 
involves "no specific American 
plan, we and the Soviets, as a 
oo-sponsor. are available to the 
negotiating parties whenever titey 
so wbh — whenever tiie parties 
themselves agree, we are avail- 
able to play a role.” 

“We would certainly prefer 
that the parties themselves re- 
solve these procedural issues be- 
tween themselves,” he noted. “If 
they cannot, then we are pre- 
pared, with the Soviets, to pro- 
vide proposab of our to 
break deadlocks or stalemates.” 
On the question of renae, be 
said, “we waited for three 
weeks... They were unable to 
agree, and we made a proposal 
for the talks to resume in 
Washington.” 

“We very much hope that the 
parties will coiKentrete more and 
more on substance and pull away 
from some of the procedural 
problems that have been addres- 
sed in recent weeks. It b very 
important to start focusing the 
bilateral talks on issues of subst- 
ance which are really at the heart 
of the Arab-lsraeli conflict.” 

Within the general framework 
of the peace process, be said, 
*'the U.S. would like to see dis- 
CQssioos between the Israelis and 
the Palestinians on interim self- 
government arrangements con- 
cluded by the first year of the 
oegotiations, and fioal scarus 
negotiations occur beginning the 
third year.” 

“1 want to underline, there is 


no American blueprint... We 
don't have a time fr^e for this. 
We realise we're in it for the long 
haul — even our proposal b a 
multi-year one — but where we 
can make progress quickly, we’re 
going to try to go for it,” Mr. 
Djerejian ^ded. 

Turning to questions on U.S. 
policy concerning the status of 
the Golan Heights, a major bi- 
lateral issue, Mr. Djerejian said 
the United States “does not rec- 
ognise the unilateral extension of 
Israeli administrative rules and 
law to the Golan.” he said resolu- 
tion of the Golan Heights ques- 
tion is a major subject of bilateral 
negotiations between brael and 
Syria “that must be resolved at 
the negotiating table.” 

Ask^ if Lebanon will have an 
independent voice in the bilater- 
ab in light of a recent spate of 
bilateral agreements with Syria, 
Mr. Djerejian pointed out that 
Lebanon “announced its parti- 
cipation in the next round of 
trilateral talks in Washington days 
before Syria did.” 

He said U.S. policy, which 
supports implementation of the 
Taif Accords, b based in restor- 
ing Lebanon's independence and 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity. With the implementation 
of the Taif agreement, to which 
Syria b q signatory, “Lebanon b 
on titat path of reasserting its own 
independence.” Mr. Djerejian. 
who had served as U.$. ambassa- 
dor to Syria, stressed. 

Mr. I^erejian said the Taif 
agreement is the mechanism 
established by states of the region 
to support Lebanon's reemerg- 


ence as an independent countp', 
free of all foreign forces, and with 
all militia dismantled, with a 
Lebanese state that can reestab- 
Ibh control over its own territory. 
“We have consbtently told the 
Syrians that we expect Taif to be 
followed in letter and spirit, and 
that resolve is very important.” 
he said. 

Questioned on U.S. policy to- 
ward Syria in light of allegations 
that it was involved in the bomb- 
ing of Pan Am 103, Mr. Djerejian 
said the United States partici- 
pated in “a very objective and 
intense investigation, both cri- 
minal, forensic and intelligence” 
to determine the perpetrators of 
the atrodty. 

“The evidence led clearly to 
Libya,” he said. “It led to the two 
individuab who have been in- 
dicted and — equally troubling — 
to involvement by Libyan official- 
dom in thb act," Mr. Djerejian 
pointed out, stressing that “the 
evidence that has been provided, 
which is conclusive, leads to 
Libya's door.” 

Mr. Djerejian said that while 
some may chose to ignore facts 
and question U.S. Political 
motivation, the United States has 
never traded off one issue in 
order to obtain satisfection on 
another. “We conduct our rela- 
tions with Syria on the basis of 
U.S. nationd interests,” which, 
he said, include: 

— The implementation of the 
Taif Accords, which now allow 
LebaooQ for tite first time after 16 
years of blood war to restore its 
institutions and its owivindepend- 
ence. 


— Syria's political mid military 
cooperation in the Gulf war 
against Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

— The agreement of Syria’s 
Preadent H^ez Al Assad to par^ 
tidpate in the peace conferraoe 
in Madrid, which allowed the 
peace process to move forward in 
terms of Arab-braeii negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Djerejian said “one of the 
most pressing bsues of our day” 
is the problem of weapons pro&- 
eration throughout die region “at 
the very same time these reduc- 
tions and controb are being insti- 
tuted in East- West relations.” 

One such pressing issue, he 
said, b the question of a nuclear 
freee zone in South Asia. “We 
are now in the process of consult- 
ing very closely with our fiiemb 
in both India and Pakis^ on 
how we can approach thb critica] 
bsue,’* Mr. Djerejian said, 
adding that Under Secretary of 
State Reginald Bartholomew has 
just returned from a trip to South 
Asia, where he had ‘^rery good 
talks” in both New Delhi and 
Islamabad. “Our plans now are 
to build on those and see we 
can gain some momentum toward 
a non-proliferation regime in 
South Asia to avoid the risks of a 
nudear confrontation there.” 

He said another, “very posi- 
tive” related development orm- 
cerns in Af^ianistan, and the 
agreement between the United 
States and the Soviet Union cm 
the aitoff of arms suppties to all 
sides of the A^^ian oo^ct as of 
Jan. 1, 1992. A second very ins- 
portant development, be said, 
has come throng in the efforts of 


.the U.N. secretary^ener^s rep 
resentative, Benon Se^, in prO' 
viding the political franfewoikkx 
a transition to a broad-based 
transitional goverifinent b 
A^anistan. “It b very in^ 
tant to support thb U.N. eSoTtn 
all of its aspects,” Mr. Djere^ 
stressed, adding, “we tbnik wte 
b room for progress tow^ t 
political solution in A^^ianisto 
after these years of cibb a;^ 
bloodshed.” 

In odier efforts towards anff 
reduction in the region, 
Djerejian said the United Stato 
b now also engaged in coosuiti' 
tions witii the Own«»e govenr 
menton issues of aims-tian^ 

Turniiig to the polidescrf.foq' 
be noted , that “h b .very imp^ 
tant to maintiri« Iraq's leirttoriv 
integriQr for stabfli^^ 
as a whole.” 

Mr. Djerejian said that FisS’ 
dent Bush’s p ro p osal fin’ ah' irBB 
control regime in tte hfiddle.Ed^ 
seeks to prevent the entergeoct 
of sudi regimes in the fitaiSi 
tiuoo^ controb on'tiie~traBS& 
of destabilising, conveotioos' 
weapons to Ae regiair as 
^'e^ons (rf mass destructi^ ' 
dtufing surface to.'sarf^ 
ales. 

“What b impfu-taiit is tiut 
Paulies (of the i^ion) ^ 
focus on these issues,^-.^' 
Djerejian said: One'VeS^^ 
said, “may very weft be 
lateral talks that we’re con^ 
ing in teniis of the peace pFO^ 
in which issaes'df'sks^'^ 
arms control-, and hnryi*” ^ 
sources will be .addiressir”:^. 
USIA. 
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Husseini*s paintings — inspirations from the homeland 
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Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AAtMAN — Tbc Srst thing 
you set eyes on when you 
Stop in is a looauiaeatal-six 
canvass the impact ofwb^ is 
so strong on tbe senses that 
you Snd yminteif unable to 
avoid hk^dng at it. 

Eyes darting around to 
take in tbe exfiosion of coi- 
oar, I was anpreparedfto’tbe 
petite woman who came to 
meet me with an ezteaded 
hand. 

^nihng and composed, sbe 
congemaliy volunteered in- 
formation about her work 
and life. 

Bom in Jerusalem, Jumana 
AI Hasseini's Ihe seems to be 
tbm of ' a licb sodalite. Bat 
the ejq>ressive, at times sad, 
eyes tell of another story. 
Forced to leave her birtb- 
place by brutal occupation, 
and then living successively in 
difEerent adopted countries, 
she carried in her heart the 
homeland **as I remembered 
h. As I wanted it to be."* 

The eady style, that of tbe . 
60s, was diaraaerised by rep- 
resentations of squares. “My 
first solo exhibitkm, in Lon- 


don, bad paintings of squares 
in which J would draw things 
reminding Palestine. My 
homeland is always in my 
heart. The things I would 
draw within the squares were 
of pasr, happy memories. 
Never the present. It is not 
pleasant.'’ 

Gradually, Ms. Husseini's 
style cfaai^ged hrom squares 
with fragmented Irits to 
whole images. A bard work- 
er, putting in horn 12 to 15 
hours of work daily, she gets 
tran^)Osed into a world of 
her own. “IwouIdtlrawJerur 
Salem. My Jerusalem, the 
way I remembered it, that 
was oune. And I would im- 
agine, while working, that I 
was living there.” 

At that time, of tbe early 
70s, tbe artist had started 
representing Arab/Palesti- 
nian cradfb'ojis; Weddings, 
drcurnddon, bathing of tbe 
bn'de. 

Tbe co/ours are vivid, the 
images are styl^ed. One par- 
tjcular painting, Tbe Galilee . 
Wedding, is representative of 
the period. On tbe back- 
ffound, there is tbe church 
where Jesus Ciiiist per- 
formed his Brst miracle. To 



One of tbe abstra c t padntiafgs — mixed m sdia 
art canvass — by tbc artist c unwtt fy en t tfspln y 
at Abdsd HaasM Sbmasan FosuadataosL. 


the left, in tbe foreground, 
two stylised hgures are those 
of Jesus and Virgin Mary. 
The centralpiece is taken by 
tbe married couple and peo- 
ple attending the oereinoiiy. 
The images are suggestive, 
symbolic; tirecolouis convey 


a happy feeling with purple 
and abundant. 

Ms. Husseifii sa>s sbe al- 
ways painted on canvass. But 
in 1975, with the war in Leba- 
non, where sbe was living at 
the time, sbe “discovei^” 
the paper. “It was easier to 


carry and cheaper ro buy.” 
Tbe colour tedmique, “my 
own,” consists of the use of 
China ink and warerco/ours. 
“On paper, I would use 
watercolours. Then I would 
cover it with an isolating 
layer and use oti over. ” The 
watercolour creates nuances, 
while the oil would give re/ief 
to the wht^e. 

As late as 1988, Ms. Juma- 
na started embroidery 
(Palestinian cross sdrcb^aod 
abstract painting. An exibi- 
tidtt in the U.S. and 
had on show tom and stab- 
bed at canvasses. “I would 
paint something and then I 
would tystematically destroy 
it. I guess I would egress my 
feelings cf frustiatfon at tbe 
state of affairs in my home 
country. Then, I started hear- 
ing about tbe intifada, about 
the children of the stones. I 
fdt I was bom again. ” 

These new developments 
influenced Ms. Husseini's 
style. “I started drawing 
(things that reminded) tbe 
beginning of life: Tbe seed, 
the egg.” 

They are small paintings, 
as contrasted with the more 
recent ones, in abstract form. 


’T never thought I’d use this 
style, I think it must have 
suited my desire to express 
my reMrth. ” 

The 10 or 11 framesinvaiir 
ably have a dark (blade) 
background and bri^t, ab- 
strad gashes of eddur. 

With tbe progresang of 
events at home, Ms. Hus- 
sdni’s nationalistic feelings 
were evolving too. “I started 
feeitn; tbe area where I came 
from. I was getting a superior 
perception the cetane I be- 
ioaged to. / fek rehom." 

Although the colour was 
predominaatiy blade, “those 
were myb^^iestntoments. I 
was Ending myself again. ” 

The technique sbe uses 
could be described as 
archaeology in reverse. “I 
would have Uked to become 
an archaeologist, instead of 
doing politit^ studies. But 
we, Pafestinfans, are inevit- 
ably, naturally drawn info 
politics, so I foBowdI the 
trend. *’ 

77ie latest paintmgs are 
drawn layer upon layer of oil, 
crayon, watercolour. The 
works are all mixed media 
with abstracts. Tbe artist 
works simultaneously on 24 



Jtomana Af Hnsselnf 

to 26 canvasses for, some- 
times, as Icmg as a whole 
year. 

“The newest peintipgs look 
simpler (than tte older ones). 
Bat I draw more titan 20 
layers on each/’ she says, 
adding that it t^es a lot of 
time ., but that she discovers 
“things” every day by using 
this technique. 

Tbe thin layers are at times 
transparent, creating some 
sort of per^tective, dthoagb 


a very abstract one. Tbe col- 
ours are exguisjfei/ com- 
bined, mostly br^t. 

Tbe exhibition opens 
Saturday Dec. 7 at 6 p.m. a: 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation and continues 
until tbe end of the month. 
“It is my 6rst exhibition in 
Jordan. I came because I like 
to share my work with mv 
people. I just hope they will 
appreciate it, ” said foe small 
woman with a pleasant smile. 
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Princess Di, by just being there, fights for AIDS victims 


Bjr Anae 5eiin»r 

Reuter 

LONDON * — One B/ilish 
superstar was struck down by 
AIDS tiiis week but another 
is continuing her controver- 
sial tight to enh^reo people 
about die disease. 

Princess Diana, 30 intema- 
.ddnal povergjri and future 
queen ot_Eagland, has be^. 
oon^rmerfftbeinostintiueih^^ 
tis^ yokes callinglor care, and . 
conqiassirm : for AJDS : vic- 
tims. While some other 
royals insist on wearing 


gloves for all engs^ments, 
Princess Diana bugs AIDS 
babies. 

She began her work to 
promote AIDS care four 
years ago and p/ofrsssibnals in 
foe ti^d regard her as an 
invaluable asset. 

But despite foe publicity 
sbe brings to foe cause, AIDS 
workers say British still has a 
long way to go in educating 
peofde about foe disease and- 
■di^eUing prejudices ^gainsT 
its victims, particalajrly 
homosexuals. 

Tbe death of Freddie Mer- 


cury, lead singer of the pop 
group Oueen and one cf foe 
great showmen of rock 
music, again hi ghlig hted foe 
waste of creative talent wbidi 
AIDS so often leaves in its 
wake. 

Many British commenta- 
tors chose to focus on his 
outrageous lifestyle and male 
lovers, with one newspaper 
,,calling him an evil influence. 
Jbe jeactioa dismay^ some 
' '^AXDS groufX such- as foe 
Terrence Hig^ns Trust which 
say heterosexuals are equally 
at risk. 


Courtiers say Princess Di- 
ana, wife of heir to foe throne 
Prince Charles, made up her 
own mind to join tbe tight 
against AIDS. She has visited 
AIDS wards in British, foe 
United States, Canada and 
Brazil, once giving a gjrl 
dying of AIDS a ride in her 
Rolb-Royce. 

Overcoming her innate 
^yness the princess has given 
speeches- explaining how ' 
AIDS is transmitted' and 
asserting that it is wrong to 
ostracise its sufferers. 

She recently became pat- 


ron of foe National AIDS 
Trust, a leading charity. On 
the World ATOS Day, foe 
princess opened a I^ndon 
confer»ice exploring the im- 
pact of the dusease on young 
people. 

By making a point of com- 
forting AIDS victims, sbe 
toads out a strong message of 
tolerance and sympathy for 
those whose lives have been 
devastated by foe epithmic. 

“A haoc^ake fyom her is 
worth a thousand words from 
us,” said one doctor after 
Princess X>/ana opened a new 


AIDS unit 

When she was tiist pboto- 
gtophed shaian g hands with a 
32-year-old AIDS sufferer in 
1987, the story was flashed 
all over tbe media as a ebaj- 
- lenge to those who shun vic- 
tims completely for fear of 
fHCking up foe disease. 

At foe time, some royalists 
/eared her golden halo would 
. be tarnished by involvement 
with what many, was 

.an illusively homosexual 
problem. 

Newspaper articles sug- 
gested dbe was only taking up 


foe cause under pressure 
from Buckingham Palace, 
home of Queen Elizabeth, 
for her to require a more 
mature image. Secretly, these 
paper said, sbe was horritied 
by foe idea of touching an 
AIDS patienr. 

Butf a spokesman for foe 
National AIDS Trust said: 

. “Her courageous public 
r;,st^ has. helped, ^ 4 t 2 ^ to 
fealty, that ngf 

^led.to certain groups. 
l^ppeh to anyone and every- 
one needs to protect them- 
selves against H. 


“She has shown that peo- 
ple with AIDS are not a race 
apart, and her example has 
led others to treate them with 
more respect and more com- 
passion. 

Nevertheless, foe princess 
is said to receive hate mail 
about her work. 

And her own life has not 
escaped foe shadow of the 
difG^. One of her doss 
tii^ds, Adrian Ward-Jack- 
soq^r fellow dance fan and 
former director of Britain's 
Royal Ballet, died of AIDS 
in July. He was 41. 
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Jackie Joyner Kersee — looking to the 1992 games 
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By P&iBippa Neave 

NEW YORK-^At29, Jack- 
ie Joyner feEsee, by some 
accounts, may have reached. 
foe peak of her career. Consi- 
der^ the world’s greatest 
fbinale athlete, sbe upheld 
her reputation Ity winning foe 
g(M medal few long jump in 
the recent ff^orld Atbhtics 
CSiampiombhis in TtAyo. 

Despite an injury that 
caused her to wifodraw tiom 
oompetis^ in her qpedalty, 
tbe grueling seven-event 
Itoptatiikm, Jttymw Kersee 
says her career is nowhere 
near over. Sbe has got her 
eye fomfy Sxed on tbe 1992 
Barcelona Olympic, and 
further still, on foe 1996 
Atlanta Summer Olympic 
C^mes. *T would love to end 
my career in America, ” sbe 
cQofrded in a recent inter- 
view. *lt would be ideal for 
me because my Olympian 
career started with a silver 
medal in L.A. in 1984 and I 
would k>ve~so end it with a 
goM m my coimtiy.” 
By then, she wBl be 34: “J 
would have accompihsbed ev^ 
erytiang an athlete would 
want out of the track and 
Seld. I am trying to be foe 
Srst woman ever to win more 
than one gold ZD the h^tafo- 
ha. I can see dang it in 1992 
and it would be ideal to do it 
again in 1996.” 

Whtiesbeisrecavii^foer- 
apy for foe ^warned ankle 
^stfffBiedia Trdryo, Joyner 
jEei^ b back in trafna^ 
Barceloiia. Her routine starts 
at 6.30 or 7 a;m. wifo a 
toiaaefy^a‘40tomutojog 
^rotaid tile Los Angeles mb- 
urb where sbe and her hixs- 
baikf, coach Bob Kersee, re-, 
oent^ hoqght a home. She 
then sets off for UCLA (Uni- 
versity of California Los 
Angeles) for a one- or two- 
hov weight-left work-oot, 
folknfodl^ a massage before 

an aftemoon of drills, per- 
fecting todiniques of run- 


ning, juaqjing or throwing. 
When the summer season 
approaches, whicb is when 
most track and Geld events 
are held, Joyner Kersee 
trains up to 12 boars a day. 
Diet is an importaat part of 
her programme: *T have to 
make sure I eat well — a lot 
of carbohydrates, like pan- 
cakes in foe morning and 
pasta. My mother balanced, 
m^ls oat pretty wen and as a 
young gtd, I alre»iy knew I 
wanted to be successful in 
athletics so I ate weB aB 
along, became 1 knew that 
atoeIgot<tider,HwouMbea' 
shock to the system trying to 
diange all of a sodden. ” Bot 
she has her weaknesses, she 
athnh s. ’’Idobave a problem 
with junk food. I love potato 
chips. J would eat one large 
bag or even two a day. Now 
I’ve it down to one small 
bag a day. Sometimes I stop 
and get a hamburger — dour 
bfe cheese barg^, no ketch- 
up — it’s aU lii^t to do it 
sanetimes, only in modera- 
tion!” 

She bom on March 3, 
1962 in East St Louis, Illi- 
nois and grew up in a poor, 
rough suburb. Her parents 
were Ji^ more foahebikbea 
themselves when they mar- 
ried at 14 and 16, and her 
tidher, Alfred Joyner strug- 
gled to feed tbe fburduMren 
who came in rapid succes- 
sido. 

In 19^ 26 years later, 
Jacqueline stood on tbe 
podEum of tbe Seoul Olympic 
Games with tire world at her 
feet Tens of thousands of 
spectators in the stadium and 
mtifi nns of viewers around 
the world aedanned tbe gold 
and world record 
holder in the b^rtatiikm as 
the ftiaaetis greatest female 
athlete. Her voice GBs with 
emotion when sbe recalls the 
moment: Twice sbe went igr 
on foe poditiin, the second 
fjj rne to leccfiv a gold media/ 
for long jump. This was foe 


crowning moment of an 
already impressive career 
studded with records, prizes 
andfostinctioas. “Ihavenev- 
er been abh to get dose to 
exftiaittinganderqnresangtiie 
foeting. / shed tears of joy 
and thought of all the people 
•who had pulled frzr me, all my 
friends and family who 
helped me get to that pant ... 
Imnk of it, you have cq>- 
tured the world, and whCT 
they play the aational 
anfoem, that time is your 
time!” 

Joyner Kersee, known 
suDpfy as Jackie or JJK to her 
friend, had waited a loqg 
time for that moment. *’/ got 
started at the age of 9,” sbe 
ezplaiasinhers^, sing-sag 
voce, **When I joined tbe 
Junior Olympic program- 
me. ” The local coach, Nino 
Feiznoy, encouraged her to 
quk as captain of the efaeer- 
ieading squad to dedicate 
herseff to atMetics. “He was 
very inOuential in the com- 
munity and tried to in^xre 
young kkb to do sometiiing 
wifo tiieir lives,’* sbe says. 
Sensing be had tire malrings 
of a trufy great athlete in bis 
hands, Fennqygakkd Joyner 
Kersee tbroc^ a series of 
JaaioT Olympic competr- 
tions, as well as basketball 
and volley ball matches. He 
eacemraged her to practice as 
many deschzhoes as poesiltie, 
“I wanted to be a 400kn run- 
ner but he suggested it was 
best to be versatile and while 
you are young, to try to 
develop your skills so you 
won’t be left out if some 
of^xatunity presents hself to 
you.” 

Joyner tt'nwsee won a has-, 
kettill scholarship to UCLA, 
where sbe started some se- 
rious atiitotic training. Ptr- 
dstonce is what got her that, 
far, sbe says. “I remember 
my Srst oarqietition when I 
was 9, a 400m race. I came in 
dead last. But the next week, 
in practice, I could teB I was 



getting faster. It was a matter 
of stayxqg wfth it and haming 
that in order to be a winner, 
you have to accept losuzg 
Srst.” 

Her family was not keen to 
see her go Gmm tbe t^t-knit 
community to which she be- 
longed. Los Angeles seemed 
a world away. “A lot of 
people said L.A. was too fiar 
away and that Fd get tost in 
tbe bag city, in the fast lane. 
•But / told people that, ^t I 
wanted a good education, 
and second, tbe only fast lane 

Fm going to be in is on foe 
tracir — Fm not a party 
person. J had my priorities 
set, I knew what/ wanted to 
do.” 


Although success, prizes, 
spoflsorsi^es and advertising 
contracts have brought her 
wealth and her Ufostyle has 
changed, Joyner Kersee has 
not fbri^tteo her roofs. *1 
feel I never really left tbe 
ghetto,” sbe says. “I found 
out that once you become 
successful, there are a tot of 
pressures pat on you, e^re- 
dally peer pressure, when 
you are young. I have not let 
success change me. I ask my 
tiieads not to treat me dif- 
ferently, because I am tbe 
same Jackie.” 

One of foe tirst dungs sbe 
did after foe won the gold 
medals was to return to East 
Sl Lohis to see her faa^ 


and all the people foe grew 
up wifo. She regularly returns 
to tbe area as part of tbe 
many talking tours sbe gives. 
“Ido a tot of work tbe 
community, I feel J should 
^aead some of my experi- 
ence,” sbe espstazns. “I give 
motivational tatfa to kxb and 
allow them to ask questions. I 
talk to them about fitness 
because tbeydonotseem too 
concerned. Fm not askir^ all 
of them to become w^d- 
dass athletes, bat I tell them 
a heaftfay body gives you a 
heaJfoy mind and he^ you 
care about yourself and a^ut 
others.” 

Joyner Kersee is also a 
member of foe Fresulent’s 
Council on Fitness and 
Sprats, of tbe board oddSrec- 
tofs of tbe Womens Sports 
tbundatioo and of several 
other organisatiom. And sbe 
famded the Jackie Joyner 
Kersee Crmmmr ty Foustda- 
tion: *7 set this up to give 
kids tbe opportutdty to be 
snccessfaJ by awarding sebo- 
laish^ps so they can pursue 
their ambattons and get an 
edacatiat . " 

So far, Joyner Kersee has 
not bad as much time as she 
would like to work wifo the 
foundation, bat sbe always 
tries to gjve a few minutes to 
teenagers who came to her* 
for afovee. **My advice to 
youi^ attiring atiiietes or 
any youth who wants to 
sactassfol at anything is: 
You’ve got to have a dream. 
You have to work hard at 
bringing that dream to 
realisation. You also have to 
understand that once that has 
happened, and regardless of 
bowh^youmayciimb,yai 
have to continue to wak 
bard. It is never gang to be 
as eaty as it was when you 
were eKmhing fiuaf bW. Oooe 
you’re at the top, that is when 
you are going to have to work 
tbe hardest” 

“As a young gM, I tSdn*t 
have that many One 


was to graduate from high 
school and get a job, foe 
other was to try and get a 
scbolarsbip and the third was 
to get married. ” At foe time 
gjris were not encouraged to 
be too ^rty. “There we- 
ren’t many sctc^aisbips for 
girls and many people be- 
lieved it wasn’t feminme to 
do ^rts. I did not think foat 
was true, you can be a lady 
on tbe Grid as well as off the 
Geld.” 

Certainly, Joyner Kersee is 
known for foe meticulous 
care she takes other appear- 
ance, sporting an elegant 
style that fits well with her 
l^tt muscular body — 150 lb 
for 5 ft 10 in. As^eseenas 
almost conservative com- 
pared to her flamboyant 
sister-in-law, Ftorenoe Grif- 
fith Joyner, best known as 
Pto-Jo, a remarkable afotote 
in her own rig^t who won a 
silver medal for the 200m in 
tbe 1984 Los Angeles Games 
and delighted crowds with 
fiuozescent outfits and tong 
painted nails, j^xzrts seem to 
run in the Joyner family . 
Pto-Jo is married to Joyner 
Kersee’s older brother, AI 
Joyner, gold medalist for the 
trifde jump in the 1984 sum- 
mer O/ynqnics. “Our parents 
didnotpufo os into athletics, 
bat once we had decided foat 
it was what we wanted to do, 
they supported us 100 per 
cent, ” recalls Joyner Kersee. 

Today, as in tire early days, 
her motivation comes from 
witiiitt: “I wanted to be tbe 
best, and acc^Hing second or 
third wasn’t good enoigh,” 
she says. Am^ter motivating 
force was her coach, and now 
husband. Bob Kersee, who 
trained her at UCLA when 
she took a year off from her 
studies in history to work on 
getting into tbe 1^4 Olympic 
team. Sbe won a fover modal 
in the heptathlon. *7 bad 
been picked to win the gold 
bot came iq} short by five 
points,” foe recalls. ”Jhada 


hamstring problem that 
affected me so bad on the 
inside foat I was in sudt 
turmoil, I could not perform. 
After that, J told myself it 
would never happen again 
and that was my driving 
force.” 

She needed plentiy of it at 
the 1988 Seoul games. Tbe 
heptathlon involves seven 
events — KXhn hurdle, high 
jump, shot put, 200m 
8(Xkn races, torig jump and 
javelin throw — and is one of 
the most demanding athletic 
performances. But physical 
enduraoce is not enough, she 
says. “I believe atiiletics D 85 
to 90 per cent mental. You 
can take an athlete wifo as 
much talent as me, bur if I'm 
toaster mentally, Fm going 
tocomeoutontop. Youbavs 
to he mentally strong enou^ 
to go through foe pressure. ” 

Her secret is something 
that lies withiu each of us but. 
must be practiced, as much as 
running or jumping, she 
emphasises: “You have to 
concentrate on positiveness, 
feedyouarsrif positive energy. 
If you teU yourself you can't 
do sometfa^g, nine times out 
of 10 you won’t be able to do 
it ... I do a lot of visaahsa- 
fioo, at home, on my own. / 
visualise myself being suc- 
cessful, going through diffe- 
rent events; / make that a 
fart of my daily routine.” 

In tbe meantime, foe and 
her husband have been talk- 
ing about a baby. The two 
have dedded 1994 would be a 
good year — it would give 
Joyner Kersee time to recov- 
er and get back in shape for 
tbe 1996 Olympics. After 
that, she wants to try a new 
tack; “J would Him to write a 
Gtness book for kkb, I do a 
tot of writing on my. own. I 
would also tike to wiito about 
my personal experience, 
growing up in the ghetto, 
going to foe b^ dty and 
becoming successful” — 
World News Link. 





This Week 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER ^ 


Children’s Birthdays 


By Malta A M asi 

There is nothing that beats baby sitting for one child more 
than baby atting for many dtildren. And how better to do 
that than at a birthday party for a Sve-year-old. Where all 
the kids this five-year-old ever came across, and whom he 
never allowed as much as to touch his toySr will present 
themselves at his birthday party and share bis happiness on 
this jloiioiis occasion. 

The disaster takes place even before the party. With 
twelve other children to invite, the inoCfaer has this 
*‘iagenious*" idea to incfude the birthday boy in the 
invitation process. This little five-year-old to ends up 
having grumes that far outnumber tlmse of a Sfty-year-old, 
and the memory of an elephant. He rules out six out of the 
twelve potend^ invitees off-hand because of heart-render- 
ing reasons like being aicked away from a swing by one of 
those kids when he was three, or being called a name by 
another when he was four. 

The inoiAer holding the party should, under normal 
circumstances, be relieved that now s&e is going to 
chaperone only seven children at once. But based on the 
equation: Child + normal — Syntax error. Those present 
at tiiis particular event will suffer traumatic mqyeriences 
that they will carry throughout their entire lives, or until 
thdr sixth birthday. 

Here is a typic^ scene: 

71ie mot&er prepares a ^>ecial birthday cake; one that is 
a rectangular section that looks like a beach, with a sea 
made blue icing and a beach with beige creme. Jello, a must 
for children, is also prepared. Birthday games are orga- 
nised with prizes set out, and decorations inc/uding 
.balloons are stuck on all. available walls. 

After a great deal of anticipation, the six **little devils” 
show up at the door, all ready to*‘tackle” the birthday. 
After calming them down the chaperone suggests one of 
the games like passing the parcel. This is a parcel made up 
of layer upon layer of newspapers between whirdi are 
plac^ a lew items. The parcel is passed along to music 
and when the music stops the person who has the parce/ in 
tiieir Ziandls takes one layer of newspaper off and takes the 
gift there. This should happen until all the gifte are gone. 
The Srst such round goes we//. The second round initiates 
tension. By the time the third round comes alrmg the 
Inrthday kkl is crying. Now, there are two reports for this. 
The ^t is that the Inrthday child has not yet gotten a turn 
to unwrap part of the parcel and the second is that the 
persons who did get the chance are suddenly people the 
birthday kid no /onger likes. 

Meanwhile pictures are being taken to document the 
event and the person who is supposed to be the happiest is 
the one who is the most miserable. 

The next event, which is the musical chairs ends up just 












the same as the Srst game with more kids crying along with 
the birtiiday child making more of a birthday atmo^here. 
So to take the cfai/dren's minds oif suc& tragedies, the food 
is set out. All the kids want some cake. T&y want the sea 
part and not the beach. The cream is so convincing it 
actually looks like sand and all seven children rehise to get 
anywhere near it. so there is less cake to go around. And, 
of course, there is a new way to eat jello now — using 
fingers. Tliese are well-disciitiined childmn who never ever 
dreamed of eating jello with their /lands at home. They 
sudderdy develop this appetite for risk mid want to see what 
would happen ff they did. A lot happens but the mother 
will mop it up. 

Gift-unwrapping time arrives just as the door-bell rings. 
A great-aunt has brou^t some candied apples for die 
birthday child, as a gifi. But the sharp-eyed kids see these 
”red” apples and there is no convincing them that they are 
ffjr the birtiiday child. So the ki^ get to eat ffom them and 
the birthday child starts to ay and the camera records that 
on Sim. 

The rest of the gifts pnce unwrapped no longer look as 
thri^g as when they we/e wrapped and the Inrthday child 
Ic^es interest in ewrything. It looks like the party did not 
meet up with this Bve-year-old’s expectations. And looking 
tbrot^ the photogra^ the parents realise that they have 
inSiaed torture on their child by bolding this party. 

Not that these parents learn tiieir lesson, but the 
following year they host an event for these same seven 
children. Only this time it is a fanc^'-dress party and 
eveiyone, “by coincidence” is dressed like a devil expect 
the birthday child. Think of the “fun” this birthday will 
bring! 


Anti-AIDS drive slows spread 
of disease in Bulgaria 


SOFIA (R) — An obsessive 
campai^ against AIDS by 
Bu^aria 's ousted Communist 
regime has slowed the spread 
of the disease with ter greater 
success than in most Western 
countries, doctors said. 

Only nine out of nine mil- 
lion Bulgarians are itoown to 
have died ffom AIDS. A 
further three are suffering 
ffom the full disease and 
have the HIV virus. 

**We still have not encoun- 
tered a single prostitute with 
AIDS,” said Centra/ AIDS 
Laboratory chief Rada 
Argjrova. 

Hardline Communist lead- 
er Todor Zuv^v, who was 
ousted ffom power two years 
carried out a ruthless 
testing drive for tbe killer 
disease. Anycme who refused 
compuffory screening could 
be find or forced by police to 
take the test. 

AU Bulgarians aged 16-65 
and finergners residrat in the 
country for more than 30 
days were summoned to ta±e 
a test at public clinics. Cou- 
p/es wis/ung to get married 
and people returning from 
abro^ had to take an extra 
test. Pregnant women were 
^ted twice and foreigners 
iritb the virus were departed. 

• The costly programme, 
fibidi screened about one 
third of the population, was 
halted after Mr. Zhiv1mv*s 
removal from power. 

“In one year of screening 
of. about 400,000 people we 
found only ffmr cases,” Ms. 
Arffrova told Retuers. 

. Ms. Arffrova said Bulgaria 
was still in the ^t stages of 
AIDS infection and hea/tfa 
authorities hoped with the 
help of the World Health 



A visualfy striking grapbies deliver AIDS pre- 
weotioa message in Pofisfi, Bulgarian, Czmch 
and -Russian. 


Organisation (WHO) to stop 
it ^ireading ffirtiier. 

Nearly half of Bulgarians 
mV carriers are married to 
other sufferers and eiqxfsed 
themselves voluntarily to the 
Ignis. 

*^7%ese cases are mainly 
wives of 40 Bulgarian sailors 
who were the Srst to contract 
the AIDS virus in Bulgaria, ” 
Ms. Arprova said. “Tbe^ 
women refuse to take preven- 
live measures in their sexual 


contacts with their already ill 
hudiands.” 

More than 70 per cent of 
the AIDS patients in B u/g a- 
rian are heterosexual. Only 
eight patients are 
homosexual. 

Ms. Argriova said 11 Bulga- 
rians caught the virus ff^ 
infected blood traiuffidons 
but there bad been no such 
infection since compulsory 
screening of blood samples 
was ihtr^uced in 1^. 


She added that one of the 
main reasons for the post- 
Commanist ^read of- AIDS 
was a traditional leffisal by 
Bulpaian men to use con- 
doms. 

“A typical Bulgarian phe- 
nomenon is that AIDS suffer- 
ers reftise medical treat- 
ment,” Ms. Arprova said. 

“That is why our mmtality 
rate among AIDS cases is 
pretty bi^ — moretiran nine 
per cent. ” 

Bu/garian AIDS cases are 
also getting younger. In the 
past the average age of the 
cases was about 35 but this 
has now dropped to between 
21 and 23 years. 

Ms. Aigirova, who beaded 
AIDS r^earch during Mr. 
Zhivkov's rule, said her own 
studies were not easy. 

In 1985 she was put under 
investigation for treason be- 
cause she imported into Bul- 
garia AIDS virus samples for 
scientiSc analysis without 
observing aistoms formali- 
ties. 

*T was virtually accused of 
OTganiriag a bacteriological 
war a^ir^t Bulgaria,” she 
said. 

She added that a number 
of Bulgarian AIDS patients 
were toed secretly as “guinea 
pigs” fur previoi^y untested 
drugs in 1987 and 1^8. One 
patient died. 

“It is impossible tosaynow 
bow many people were in- 
volved in this criminal experi- 
ment,” she said. 

**riiese patients were dep- 
rived of the only drug which 
would have b^n useful to 
them, AZT, which was also 
available at that time in Bul- 
garia. This is a crime.” 



where elephants fly 


E. Yaghi 


Somewhere in a deep hidden valley guarded by black 
mountains, tiie sun seldom tiiines, pa^e rarely s^e and 
street curbs are as high as an elephant's eye and their 
conquest, a gymnastic feat. Within this obsaue area little 
kaowa to the outside world, there dwe/b a tribe who, 
through the year, look their eyes have died and tiiey 
are cpen-ey^. These tribal people have been inffictedwite 
a cataract-like disease wbiih furedominates the land. Tins 
<&ease usually strikes and nearly blinds the majority of the 
poofde who have become susceptible to this vtns caused 
invasion. Their eyes have become veiled malring their 
vision Uuned. 

The strange characteristic about this is that it 

concentrates its attack on a nudeus cff crdBae-de4a-CT6mes 
whose heaeb resemble the shape of a dome. While 
Miadaess in itselfonce had formerly been considereda lack 
ofs^t, it had now become the way to be or **moda. ** less 
fortunate creatures who in other countries considered 
pffed vritb sig^t were ffequently shunned. While thff 
contagions virus vefied the eyes, at the same time it 
afSic^ the ears, thus casning a certain d^ree of hearty 
loss in its victims. 

Somehow among the beffiddled tribesmen, a man with 
a^t (otherwise known as an idealist in the outside world) 
formated a new ideolo^ whose concepts were of ibrei|^ 
OKgui. Altbou^ his j^iilosojtiiy was a crude 'political one 
based on tribal autonomy, hk doctrine spread like wUdSre 
among the conftised natives of the “/and where e/qxhants 
ffy” mui it became a password at tribal gatherings around 
campfires and meeti^ of dome</ieads who professed to 
hold the secret key of knowledge lodad within their 
madded minds. 

Suiprisingiy, the youngsters in the tribe wereyei immune 
to the disease. An^ in spite of the fact that their min ds 
were ke^, eager and carious, many great hurdles and 
obstacles were (daoed in tiieir patiis by the drme-beat^ in 
order to stifBe their quest for kaovrie^e. Thus, frustration 
grewbut few could hear the protests of the sighted because 
a tokk layer of wool had grown in the ears of the dead eyes. 

Some brave men not yet striven with the veiled virus 
spoke through megaphcmes to the diseased, but the blind 
and deaf only saw vriiat tiiey chose and generally cared to 
only hear themse/ves speak so they dismissed the wisdom 
seekers witii a wave of their hands stating, “Autoaomy is a 
long and painful process and we are new to this concept, 
therefore, we must crawl at a snail's pace, one miUhnetre at 
a time.” 

Exrsting norms of tribal elders came and went according 


to the wbims of the tribunal dome-beads and ptbgresi 
wfthin the dark valley moved ffom bad to worse. AU sTepe 
taken in a positive dizectiOD were steered by an anaem 
medieval code of 1 step ftwward and 2 steps back — . 
nowhere or back at the beginning . Every wrong thdsion 
and disaaer was blamed on conditions of weather or 
ne&ious forces which* were rumoured to hirkjust beyond ■ 
the hooveriug mountaais of the barren valley. Once in a 
while on a dear day, depbants Sew. Although no one 
reaUy saw them ffying, the dome-beads exclaimed: “Did 
yon see that efephant take off?” or, '*My, what a Sue '■ 
lauding that dlep/iant made!” 

whoco^geonide/ysee, scratched their beadsin - 
disbelief and wh^iered: 'But eveiyone knows e/uphants " 
don't ffy! Besides, if the dome-heads have veiled eyes, how 
do they see them? Next, tbeyTI teU as that there is greea '■ 
growing grass too!” 

And sure enough, that's exactly what happened. Chok- 
ing over doads ofr^ dust, the dome-heads boasted: “My 
what /ove/y green grass we have growing in our vaUey!” 

One day, a smaU cbUd passiug ^ with hk father, beard 
such a statement and protested; “R^ere's the grass? We 
live in a desert. Everyone knows that. There’s no such 
thing as fiying efephants. in fact, we don't even have 
e/cphants that walk!” 

But befme the wool-eared dome-head oonectiy beard ; 
the imcfad truth of the child, his father clapped bis band < 
over the boy's mouth so no more words could escape. 

“What's that? What did the child say?” questioned the 
dome^head who oormaUy could hardly hear a thing. 

“Nothing, O feudal superior, sir. He was just adsdring 
the greea grass and elegants ffying overhead,” said the 
lather who was himself newly in^t^ with the veiled virus j 
and tuffs of wool sprouted ftom his ears. \ 

“Ah, I see. Well you seem to be an intelligent man who i 
shows great promise/” the notable dome-head said witii an 
obvious satiated look as be patted the emerging proteg fan 
hkriioulder. Thenbestated: “Say, ffne son you have there 
too! This lad is our tomorrow. In the future bis kind wUl 
become our tribal elders. You’re doing a stiqieadoas job 
raising him !” 

And so he was. In all probaMlity, one day soon the boy 
would outgrow his innocence and sight. His head would 
spurt into the shape of a dome and tufts of wool would 
^Fout from his ears unless of course some brave scientist 
^in plagued witb sight could ffnd a care for the disease 
■ whuh had swept over the barren land of green growing 
grass and whimsical ffying ehpbants! 




Tbarsday, Dee, 5 

8:30 The Simpstms 

Mr. Simpson admits that 
he is a failure because he is 
never satisfied with his job. 

9:10 NBA BasketbaU 

10 00 ftews in Kngifeh 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 

Parnell 

Starring: Clark Gable and 
Myraa Toy 

A 19th century Irish politi- 
cian comes to grief through 
his love for a married 
woman. 

Friday, Dee, 6 

8:30 Coach 

The aiach discovers that 
his contract stipulates that he 
shoM act as an academic 
advisor. He performs this 
duty with Leonard, the stu- 
dent who is a socid outcast. 

9:10 Sbake^ieare's Macbeth 

lOHIO News in 

10:20 WJ.O.V. 

Pair 0‘Guys 

An inside story about the 
relation between Channel 12 
staff, the news director and 
the anchorwoman and the 
young reporter preparing for 
her wedding. 

Satarday, JDee, 7 

8:30 TotaBy fliddeo Video 
9:00 Eacomrier 
9:30 Ufo On The Land 
10:00 News in Kn^iah 

10:20 Feature Fffm 

Bom In East LA. 

Stmrhig: Daniel Stern 
A Mexican-American, 
born in Los Ange/es goes to 
the Mexicali border to meet 



Ihm C o U a a CMs €hs JtJf Cbaanmi 2 Ssaaday at 


his cousin who is coming fora 
visit. He is arrested at tbe 
border and transferred to 
Mexico witb others, de^te 
his attempts to prove his 
American nationality. 

^nday, Dec. B 

8:30 GMdea Girls 
Triple Play 

Blanche does not want to 
part witb her car, butsbepuis 
it up for sale to get to know 
more male oompamdns. 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 

Mirror, Mirror Oh The Wall 

Jessica investigates the 
murder of tbe P.I. andalmost 
gets killed by tbe murderer 
who tries to poison her. 

10:00 News in 


torn between berloveforber 
husband and the temptatirm 
of her new friend. 


Wfanday, 


8:30 Dad 

.Martin' rebukes bis sons for 
failing to help in the house- 
hold chores although the 
work is distributed amoug tbe 
chi/dien. 

9:10 Nq^nm 
Catching Up 

A documentary that shows 
how tbe Japanese industry 
caught up and came back to 
ffiff stzeojgtb Iblldwiag the tte- 

vastatioa of World War n. 
Thus enabling Japan to be- 
come tbe third economic 
power ill the world. 


been better off without . . 
knowing anything about it. 

‘nffnMftijTj J9e& TO 

8:30 Wbo*s Tbe Boss 

Starlight Memories .1^ 

Nick and his wife meet 
Tony at a party, and they tell 
their “love story.” Tony's iin-: -h-' ^ 
aginatido make s bim think fe‘"| 
was in Nick's place. ' %>. 

• * 

9:10 Oar House 

A woman leaves her 
witb Jessie and travels 
Ireland. Jessie takes thech^^.. 
home where eveiyone hei^7l'|l. 
in taldi^ care of the. baby. 

* • * 

lOdO News hi Ra gBtft 

10:20 French Feature 

La Petite Rile ModOle ^ 

After fosiag both pareate,‘i{ - 
a wealthy gSl goes to .Hvc 'Ci 
with her grandmother wbo ~ ' .' 
runs the girl's com/mnies . . 

Tbe grandmother dies aad/,, 9 ^- 
tbe ^Ibegi^ to shoulder heir .. 
re^xmsibilities. 


8:30 JSsite And Affie 

Jenny thinks ths^t tite band 
leader Howard, has fallen in 
love witii her as she has dlonu 
with him. 

9:10 Cosmos 

A documeatnry about the- 
French Egyptology Cham* 
potiion, who in 1^8 man- 
age to unravel tbe key to tbe 
Hieroglyphic . language of 
andent Egypt. Witb this Sad 
the French'scholar uncovered 
tbe whereabouts of and ent 
Egyptian cities. _ _ 

lOM News m au gB d$ ' 


10:20 All Tbe Rivers Run ^ English 


Britton's wife moves to 
tbe circus to work witb her 
uncle Charles. There, she 
meets a man who tries to 
have an affair with her. She is 


10:20 Gabrieles Fbe 
Judgments 

Victoria wins a case 
although she would have 


lOaO Lam And Order 

Everybody’s Favourite 

Bagrnm , 

ffivestigatioa ihe Mar- 
der of a atypoancitinanycb_ 
to uncpveiing corruption' 
in tile dty goyeznment, ' 
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Moxart music lives on in Jordan 


By Jtaait-Cbnide EBms 

Special to ffie Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Anyone who, 
sjobe the beginning of this 
year, has listened at hast a 
CDople of times to the news, 
been to a ^conceit, read no 
wore than one or two maga- 
anes, Ihtened for a few mf- 
^Aiaes to the radio or watched 
K/ ftdevhkm, even haSf asfei^ 
e. knows by now that 1991 has 
been declared Mozart’s year 
^rktwide. Those with jwt a 
more information know 
the reason why: 1991 is the 
bicentennial of the great 
eomposer*s death. The inters 
i^k\ national media have perfsoly 
carried and ampUGed the 
event. Two hundred years 
exactly, Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart passed 
a:way Dec. 5, 1791 at the 


j ^ early age of 36. 

Beyond Western culture, 

itg. J 



1^1^ fOfab Fakboeari 


beyond' even classical music, 
Mozart is undoubtedly the 
most widely known and 
popular composer who ever 
liv^on planet Barth to-date. 

What could be added here 
in Jordan to all what has been 
said or written *h« year ‘ on 
the ^nius of Mozart? Hh life 
and bis work have been 
scrutinised enough by spe- 
dahsts, analysts and musico- 
loghts. So instead of redun- 
dant history telling and analy- 
sis, the Jordan Times talked 
to Jordanian musidans and 
music lover and asked them 
what they tbenight ebout the 
ctmgxrser. 

Kifah Fakhoury, cKrec- 
tor of the National Music 
Conservatory, Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation, admits that 
Mozart is certainly one his 
favorite musidans. Accord- 
ing to him, Mozart’s music 
directly talks to the heart, 
which is what makes it so 
ea^ to like. His favorite 
piece by the composer is 
famous **Eine Kleine Nacht 
Mifsi^” (A Little Night 
MiiSfcj. 

Mr. Fakhoury says that 
through its (hceptive simplic- 
ity, the “Petite Afusigue de 
Nuit” as it is also entitled in 
Frencb, is a masterpiece 
vdikh perfectly illustrates the 
possit^ties of the string. If 
he has to go on a remote and 
deserted island, liiis is the 
one Mozart piece he would 
liirft to take with him . 



Rula Camemn Mabeei 

Rula Cameran Nabeel, one 
of the country’s most famous 
pianists, says that although 
Mozart was “obvioudy a uni- 
que musidan,” one cannot 
classify and assert that be was 
the greatest of them all. For 
Miss Nabeel, Mozart’s music 
“flows easily.” Asked 
whether in her opinion his 
music is less perfect recb> 
nically than Bach, as some 
analysts like to explain, she 
said: “The comparison is 
irrelevant. Bach was maybe 
more a matbematidan than a 
musidan, while Mozart was 
totally different. Anyway, 
one can deSnitely say that 
Bach tremendously contri- 
buted to estabiisb the struc- 
ture of classical music and 
that without Bach there 
wouid be no Mozart.” 

For Mamdouh Bisbarat, a 
true music lover, Mozart was 


the one and only . He 
admires the composer’s uni- 
veisai aspect and the incredi- 
ble variety in music forms 
that be offered to the world. 
Mr. Bisbarat said: “Mozart 
wrote for virtually all instru- 
ments. all forms and always 
with the same spirit and 
beauty. Mozart music ex- 
presses all moods, it never 
bores you. Compared to 
Mozart, Bach has no variety 
in bis music. Mozart is a 
conBrmation of what a musi- 
cologist said about music 
being a ‘holy art.’” Mr. 
Bisharat’s 6voiirire piece is 
the Divertimento No. 11. He 
has several books on Mozart 
be finds extremely usehii to 
better understand bis music. 

Kha/ed Dajani, a pimiist 
who has the talent to be a 
jazz musidan as well as a 
classkai performer, said if 




BUuadouh Bisbarat. 


Haney Zananirf 

one had to select the one 
genius among all composers, 
it would deSnitdy be Mozart. 
jForiiun, “the R^uiem is the 
ffeatest vocal work ever writ- 
ten.” The ^xmtandty and 
ease with vdiicb Mozart is 
known to have written music, 
at the incredibly early ago of 
5, has certainly a lot to do 
with the appeal it has to 
different kiatb of listeners. ” 
On his (hsert island Mr. Da- 
yan/ would take the Requiem, 
Don Giovanni opera and tbe 
piano Concerto in D Minor. 

The Conductor of the 
famous Youn^ Women’s 
Christian Association 
(YWCA) choir and a genuine 
amnoisseur in music, Karim 
Bawab, reafSnns; ‘^Mozart is 
beyond any doubt tbe greatest 
composer I know.” He' 
quoted music producer Erik 
Sniith, ^m the compact dhc 


coUectitm that Pbil^ has re- 
leased this year and which 
covers all Mozart’s work: 
“Mozait is loved by children 
and jdnhsofdiers, by pohti- 
dans and generals, by adven- 
turers and even by musidans 
after a bard reheusal day ... 
It is important to reject tite 
diaracter that tbe movie 
Amadeus tried to impose of a 
miserable and vu^ar, oven 
idiotic Mozart. He was in fact 
one of the most proliScand 
intelligent men who ever 
lived.” 

Mr. Bawab B at 

Cbe huge volume and hi^ 
quality of music that the ccan- 
po^ produced in his re- 
latively short lifetime. “Just 
writing the score of ail 
Mozart’s wotk wouid take so 
Umg ... They didn't bave 
computers to help them in 
tbe eighteenth oeotniy you 
know?** 

Asked bow could one ex- 
plain the magnitude of 
Mozart’s genius, Mr. Bawab 
said that the ffeat musidan 
was certainly ttiffereat Born 
other men, was **bom with 
it” and bis father Let^x^d 
Mozait wix> was Amarus’ 
teacher, certain/^ contributed 
in a iar^ part to what his son 
became. 

A jManist who was eiK^aoted 
at playing Mozart’s sonata 
in A major at the age of 9, 
Nancy Zananiri, acknow- 
hdges tbe geonis in him, bat 
do^’t think he must be re- 


garded as tbe greatest “His 
mush is so simple and at tbe 
same time so great. ” *‘People 
like to remember that Mozart 
started writing good music 
vdien he was only a child, it 
makes him even more popu- 
lar in thdr eyes.” Mis. Zana- 
niri has a weakness for tbe 
Magjc Flute and tbe piano 
sonatas, more particulariy 
tbe third variation of tbe 
Stmata in A Major KV 331. 

Asked about Mozait tech- 
nical writing and the harmo- 
nic textures in his music, Mrs. 
Zananiri said “His compel 
tiors are extremely harmo- 
nious, bat fechfiigue is not 
important to tbe listener, 
what matters in the end is 
what the ear accepts or re- 
jects.” , 

The genius from Salzburg 
B certriniy tbe most played 
musidan known. From con- 




KhaJmd Dajani 


Karim BanraBs 

certs all over the world to- 
recordings, one can also men-'". 
tioD “exotic” anan^meats of' 
Mozart music by the* 
Lebanese Rahbani Brothers \ 
who have taken tbe main ' 
theme from tbe 1st move- '• 
ment of tbe Symphony No. ' 
40 to make a song forFairuz, • 
to the “Alla Turca” program- • 
med as a telefdione waiting • 
tune. I 

However difierent people ! 
opinion can be on su ck a ! 
subject, almost everybody I 
agrees that Mozart music is \ 
beautiful, colouihil, easy to ; 
listen to and understand with- 
out being simpbstic. It is ac- 
cesdble to all and it has ' 
readied, toiwhed and moved • 
listeners from all countries, 
adtures and ^ges. ‘ 

If tins B not genius, then 
what B? 






Cairo Film Institute— only the best need apply 


:KUQ gy Katia Sabei 

CAIRO — Its prestige radi- 
sii K ales from Morocco to Saudi 
‘‘V/ ■!: Arabia, yet to many attiring 
fthn-m^eis in tbe JkDddJe 
h: East tbe Cairo Film Institute 

‘r- em. appears like an impenetrable 
hrtress. While Egypt B being 
challenged as the ffagship of 
Middle Eastern dnema and 
, . . te/ev^n production, tbe m- 
stitate is sti// considered tbe 
- » cradle of much of tbe region^ 
talent It has bred geoera- 
— dons of famous Slm-makers 
and its teachers indude some 
a Eld of today’s greatest masters of 
'yjla the 7th art. 

Gaioi^ a place to study at 
the institute has never been 
easy, but recently admission 
* requirements have become 
^ even tougher. In the past the 


institute required a good 
score on the secondary 
education diploma and put 
candidates througji a gruell- 
ing series of interviews with 
the top names in the profes- 
sion: Directors screen wri- 
ters, directcas of photogra- 
phy. “Two years ago dedded 
to make admissioD even more 
fWcult,” expldns Dr. Sbaw- 
. . .qui Alt Mohamad, the dean 
of tbe insrimte. “We did this 
for two reasons, ftist of all 
because we felt tbe pretimia- 
ary interviews were not suffi- 
crent to allow as to evaluate 
tbe real personality of tbe 
pitKpective student. Second- 
ly, tbe audto-vhnia/ has be- 
come such a key media that 
we cannot afford to go 
wrong: We cannot put hiture 
production in tbe bands of 



' Dr. Shawqnj Afi Mohamiiiatf pros irias over Cbe 
'^'^rdesthsyafthmpwtesrigfioas Caira PUm InsCfteCe 
'■ i^^Whizbis wadmrgoing a cecbnical trans~ 
^fbnnacieii. 


people who are not perfectly 
qusditied ...in terms of artis- 
tic capdiilities, and perhaps 
more importantly, on the 
moral and intellectuaJ level. ” 

There are other considera- 
tions too, ad(& Mohammad 
Abdul A^. a movie director 
who teaches at the institute: 
“One day, one of these stu- 
dents will become my assis- 
tant or my colleague: I do not 
want to surround myself with 
people who are nor complete- 
ly capable of doing their 
Job.” 

While thousands of youths 
apply, tbe number of those 
vriio actually enroll every 
year can be counted in tbe 
dozens. “The institute oii/y 
takes eight students per sec- 
tion (there are ei^t sec- 
tions),” says the dean. “We 
have introduced a new proce- 
dure which includes a two- 
week workship. Students 
who have passed a prelimin- 
ary written test are carefully 
examined by a board of 
teachers, as well as by 
psychologists. Prospective 
students are also required to 
fooduce a few videos to show 
what they can do before they 
have even started classes.” 

In a nearity room, aspiring 
students are clustered around 
two or three television 
cameras — most of them 
have never seen a camera 
before. Supervising them are 
Dr. Nagwa Mahrous, duec- 
tor Ten^q Saleh and movie 
critic RaSq Sabbaa. A young 
woman, Reem Abdul 
Anwar, exudes enthusiasm: 
“It’s my turn soon!” she ex- 
plains. “I’m going to shoot a 
short dip: First we will see a 
pair of in old tennB shoes 


standing by a lamp-post. 
Then a pair of gold sandals 
walks up to tbe feet in the 
tennB shoes. We see a small 
envelope passing Bom one 
person’s band into tbe other 
person’s ... What I am 
trying to dots to speak about 
drugs and drug addicts. ” She 
started tbe sdecdon process 
with tbe idea of becoming a 
screen-writing student, but 
her first contact with the 
camera has changed her out- 
look; she now wants to learn 
how to direct, if she is 
accepted. 

Meanwhile, in anotberpart 
of tbe room, proqiective stu- 
dents have set up a caff set- 
ting and are working together 
to shoot a scene. This is their 
first taste of the real team- 
work that is involved in 
movie-making. “Students in 
sewn of the eight sections at 
tbe institute are called upon 
to work together from day 
one,” explains Dr. Shawqui. 
“Ail tbe section — directing, 
script-writing, photography, 
editing, jx^uction, sound, 
set-making — work tojgetber. 
The only independent section 
is cartoon animatitm. Starting 
in the first year, students 
work toother in the practical 
classes and present a *pmject’ 
at the end of their four years. 
This year, for tbe first time all 
eight projects produced were 
bought by Egyptian televi- 
sion. The pieces were writ- 
ten, directed, executed and 
produced by our fourth-year 
stadenB. The productions 
were good enou^ to become 
the object of tou^ price 
negotiations between as and 
tbe broadcasting author- 
ities.” 


For tbe time being, tbe 
team work is designed to sort 
out tbe capiabitities of tbe 
applicants. “There were 500 
' of as when we took the writ- 
ten test, now we’re down to 
200, and two-thirds of these 
are going to be eliminated,” 
muses hbab Lamei. He is 
already babbling over with 
ideas about what he would 
like to do as a movie director. 
Lamei already bolds a unh 
versity diploma in journal- 
ism. He bad a job but wants 
to go back to school to stutty 
for what is his real passion; 
Tbe cinenia. “/ have known 
for a long time that film 
would be my real mode of 
exptressioa. As a kid I would 
play hookey from school to 
go and watch movies in tbe 
perghhourhood theatres. But 
it has taken me years and a 
dipfloma in journalism to 
build up tbe cour^ to cane 
and try my luck and see if I 
can get a ptiace at the insti- 
tute,” be expdaisB. 

He is not the only one to 
have studied something else 
before seeking a slot at the 
institute. Nashwa Mohsea 
has a dipdoma from tbe Cairo 
Academy of Music. She stu- 
(Sed string instruments and 
ballet for 10 years. Now she 
wants to become a screen 
writer. “/ feel a very strong 
need to write and eaquess 
myself in pictures as w«ril. I 
am still fascinated by music 
and dance, but the need to 
write B stronger than any- 
thing,” she says. It may be 
piart of her genetic make-ap, 
because her tether is Mohseo 
Zayed, one of Egypt’s best 
acclaimed Glm dmtors. In 
tefX, quite a number of chil- 


dren of fiuDOUs movie pierso- 
nalities are enrolled at the 
institute, such as the sons of 
directors Ati Abdul Khahq 
and Mohammad Radi, and 
the son of Mamdouh AI 
Leicd, director general of 
J^yptian television produc- 
tion. 

The list of teachers is also 
studded with celebrities, in- 
duding directors Ybossef 
Otabine, Salab Abou Seif 
and Tewfiq Sahb. Many of 
them have presieted over tbe 
important Ganges that have 
taken place at tbe institute 
over the years since it was 
founded in tbe early 1960s by 
a prioaeer of tbe Egyptian 
dnema, tbe legendary 
Mohammad Karim. 

Explains Dr. Nagwa 
Mahrous who was one of the 
institute’s graduates: “In 
tbe early days in the 1960s, 
tbe teachers were tbe veter- 
ans who bad created tbe 
Egyptian dne m»- The prac- 
tical teaching was excellent 
but on the theoretical side 
and as 1^ as tbe personal 
development of each student 
went, there were serious de- 
Gdendes. There was also a 
shortage of equipment, 
labmatoriesand^ib. These 
days, and for the past five 
years, the instftute has taken 
some great strides forward . .. 
we have received some new 
sup^iltes, fflra and various 
ptieoes of equipment. New 
sets, one for movies and the 
other for TV shoots will be 
maugurated soon. We ac- 
quired some new video 
cameras so this years, for the 
first time, we have b^n able 
to introduce spredal TV pro- 
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Having saaemssfuBy passed tbm fSrst 
sereenpag tasks to enroll at Ctfro^ efnesna 
school, BmenAbdsd Anwar wants to da s 
fUm spot deaoancing the drag trade. 


duction classes.” 

While a majority of the 
students are Egyptian, the 
institute accepts ftxreigneis — 
currently a total of about 10 
who baU Bom Jordan, Pales- 
tine, Syria, Sudan and De- 
nmark. Egyptian students 
pay only a token repstratioa 
tee, but study costs ftir fore- 
igners are bi^: $6,000 for the 
Srst year, and a further 
$3,000 fa each successive. 


year. 

No doubt some of the bud--, 
ding Slm-makers and hopeful . 
candidates will one day see* 
their names in li^ts and on-, 
the big screen like so many of-, 
their predecessors. Surely*, 
some of them will remain., 
loyal to the institute that,.,, 
taught them their trade and 
they too wW return to teach. ■ 
tbe next generation — Worlds . 
News Lhik. 




By Jane MacArtaey 

j: Reuter 

;i: PHNOM PENH — Cambo- 

dians bad a choice of more 
than 100 new Sims last year 
— every one of them an 
emotion-<^diged, slusb-SUed 
romance with a baprpy en- 
. ding. 

PUm has been the mc^ 
pxrpuiar form of eatertain- 
:'^*’“.oieat in Cambodia since 
j- Azoce Norodom Lanark laun- 
^^^ched the domestic Bbn industry, 
r^^^ pxodt^g, directiag and star- 
c: ^ ring in movies in the 1950s 
after be became king. 

Cambodian television cele- 
brated tbe ex-monarch’s re- 
turn Bom 13 years in exile 
this month by showing some 
' of his e^y creations — sini- 

* i ' ' pie pilots in which the priiice- 
hero comes to tbe rescue of- 
, the puinoess-heroine, played 

bB real-lite wife. Princess 


Cambodian film has become a national obsession 


Monique. 

Modem Cambodian Slm- 
makers are heirs to die Siha- 
nouk tradition, churning out 
epic love stories distinguished 
(hieSy by their sac^arine 
repetitiveness. 

Cambodians can’t get 
enoEigfa of them. 

Crowds pile into anemas 
for the Srst of tbe day’s four 
showings at 8.00 a.m. 

The production industry 
can hardly keep piace. To 
satisfy the insatiable and au- 
dience demand, movie pro- 
ducers now make videos 
rather than Sims. 

“Film B more difficult and 
needs more money,” said 
director Um Mareth, 38, who 
bad Snirited eight produc- 
tions by June AB year and 
has four curraitty in piroduc- 
tion. 

“Everyone makes videos 


rather than Sims because 
they are dieaper and because 
of tbe government restric- 
tions,” he said. “You can 
lose a lot mare money if tbe 
government cuts hits our of 
films than out of vidoes.” 

In the garden of a large 
private house Lhn MsireA 
has bired.in the Phnom Penh' 
suburbs, he prides bis actors 
into pxxitiott for the camera 
before an audience of ragged 
i^ghbourhood children and 
stray cows grazing on the 
edge of Ae lawn. 

“We add tbe sound later, ” 
he said over a cacopthony of 
car boms and giggling chil- 
dren. 

It takes him about six 
weeks to complete one video- 
Sim at a cost of five million 
riel ($5,0(H)). He usually 
makes a proSt of 1.5 mSlion 
riel ($1,500) — and has 


earned twice that — in a 
country where most people 
live at subsBtence le^. 

“We only make love stor- 
ies, ” said a Vietnam-tiaiaed 
director. “And Acre are no 
sad endings. The auAeace 
only wants bapjpyt endings. ” 

The plot B us^ly a varia- 
tion on the Acme of beauti- 
ful, loyal gjri teUs in love wiA 
gxrih misguUted boy who 
maiises error of hB ways after 
much tribulation for Ae long- 
suffering heroine. They tell 
into each other's arms to 
soaring Snah music. 

Even such seemingly 
vacuous storylines must be 
submitted to the Socialist 
government’s censors in Ae 
Mrnxstiy of Information. 

The Sbn’s hero k usually a 
student or Ae son of a 
“bourgeois,” eiqriaioed Lim 
Mareth. Never a policeman 


— not pc^mlar with audi- 
ences — or the son of a 
Cmnmanist Party o&dal — 
not accepitalrie among the rul- 
ing party cadre. 

A theme currently popular 
B the pxrotagonBt from a 
weahby — bat amoral — 
family la ming the traditiOD- 
ai values of the poor — but 
typricaify Cambodian — hero. 

“The government doesn’t 
want AB, ” said Lim MareA. 
“But we still use tlris kind of 
pilot because the masses like 
it.” 

Tbe pivenunent has strong 
views on what it likes and 
Aslikes^ in the movies. 

ifisieing and nudity are de- 
Srritety out. So B crime — 
vitrience rape, murder and 
robbery are all taboo. 

Foreign words — many 
French words have been 
adopted into tbe Khmer lan- 


guage — are banned. 

“Tbe ^vemment thinks 
these look bad forsodalism, ” 
said the director. “5uch 
things are not supposed to 
happen in Gambol. 

“As a director I want more 
diversity,” he said. “I want to 
make detective movies and 
Sims with Sgbting and shoot- 
tig, oAerwise , movies be- 
come too repetitive.” 

“It’s difficult to follow Ae 
regulation,” Lim MareA 
said. “If we do then we lose 
money because AB B not 
what people want to see. ff 
we <km*t then the govern- 
ment could ban tbe movie. 

Most directors reach a 
compaaiuse, straying Ban 
the rales by aboin 30 pier 
cent, he said. 

The signmg last mon A of a 
peace accord between tbe 
Vietnam-installed Phnom 




natural when I act, ” said Ae 
voluptuous, 27-year-old-" 
Chandaraty, gesturihg with ' ■ 
■daiety bejewelled Sngers. 

Chosen as Cambodia’s best'-- 
Sim actress of 1991, Chan- _ 
daraty has appeared in more 
than 50 Sims in Ae piast 12 
months, and now commands 
a fee of 500,000 riel ($500). 

“I want to be a good ac- 
tress and I want pieoprie to 
recognise me,” said tbe 
daughter of pieasants who be- 
gan her career five years ago 
after graduating Bern Phnom 
Penh’s Fine Arts College. 

She sat inside Ae house, 
keeping a Sim star-li^ As- 
tance ^m other actors in Ae 
garden for the shooting of I 
Hate Women, But 1 Love 
You. 

“7 only like to act sen- 
timental roles,” Chandaraty - 
said. 


Penh government and Ae 
Khmer Ronge dominated tri- 
pteTtite coalition Siting ft 
for tbe piast 13 years has 
brought at least one change 
in Sbn censor guidelines. 

Before the accord such 
boDoriScs as “Mr” were ban- 
ned as non-SoaalBt. This B 
now allowed. 

All Sim scripts and set and 
costume designs — actresses 
are required to wear the de- 
mure Cambodian sarong — 
must be submitted to tbe 
censors in advance for 
approval. 

Cambodia’s answer to 
Marilyn Monroe arrived on 
location, dressed to flout 
BaAtion — in aa off-Ae- 
ritoulder lace blouse, chiffon 
skiit and high stiletto b^s. 

“Audiences ' like me be- 
cause I’m an arts school 
graduate and bccuasc I look 




$ 


in the Yukon, drinking motkers damage their babies 


By Joa Feny 
Reuter 


WHITEHORSE, Yukon — 
Hea vy drinking by mothers in 
Arcth communities is result- 
ing in the birth of a large 
number of children who are 
brain damaged and who later 
often show criminal be- 
haviour, Canadian health ex- 
perts say. 

They say at least one in 100 
balries bom in the Yukon cem- 
tory, wbidi has the highest 
jew/ of alcohol consumption 
in Canada, has Foetal Alco- 
hol Syndrome because the 
. mother drank heavily during 


pregnancy. 

The problem is pa^cularly 
severe among Eskimo and 
Indian dtildren. 

Foetal Alcohol Syndrmne 
produces brain de^iencies 
which result in learning dis- 
abilities and emotk>nal prob- 
lems such as uncontrollable 
rage and lustration, experts. 
say. 

Many victims of Foetal 
Akobot ^mhoam wind up 
in jail, branded as inaxriff- 
ble criminals without re- 
morse. 

Judy Pakosxty, a hoqrital 
nursing director in 
Whitehorse, adopted an 
Eskimo boy with Foetal 


i<Uco!£iol SyudFome 10 years 
ago, conSdent she could cure 

him . 

But she soon came to real- 
ise be would always require 
amstant superv&km. 

Now 11, he cannot under- 
stand why be is different Bom 
odrer ^ildren. ‘*He throws 
two-by-fours (jdanks) at me. 
IVs difEcuIt to Snd baby- 
atters. He used to diase the 
teenagers out of tbe bouse 
...” s£e said in an ioterWew. 

In November, the Yukon 
government anuouDced a 
plan to help fEuniHes of these 
brain-damaged youngstm. It 
calls for hardier ^rending on 
pubb’c education about alco- 


hol abuse and better coor- 
diiatiott among health and 
social service agencies. 

Ms. Pakozdy said she was 
glad tbe ^vernment bad 
Snally recognised diere was a 
prob7em but the pian offered 
litde real help to her and her 
son. 

WbAabotselav^erRob Kil- 
patrick said tbe Canadian JuS‘ 
dee system has yet to realise 
the impUcadotrs of the dis- 
order. 


susfridons are that a 
lai^ number of repeat offui- 
dea are offending because of 
this alcobol-rela^ birth de- 
fect. It*s a mess, ” he said. 


Mr. Kilpatrick said people 
.with alcohol-related bulb de- 
feds often do not understand 
tbe consequences of their ac- 
tions. 

In OcUAer, be said, a 15- 
year-old boy was seuteuoed 
to two years in a treatment 
centre after entering a 
Whitehorse home at random 
and dhnbing into bed with 
tbe couple living there. 

"He carefulfy takes bis 
dotbes off, fol^ them per- 
fectiy, takes off his passes, 
iiops into bed and sexually 
assaults the lady,** Mr. Kil- 
patrick said. 

Tbe youth diowed no re- 
morse — typical ofaiminak 


with alcohol-related birth de- 
fects. 

The Yukon, best known 
fer c6e Klondike gold rusti at 
tbe turn of tbe century, is 
inoiuitaiiious territory sand- 
wicbed between Alaska and 
Canada ’s Northwest Territor- 
ies^ It has some 30,000 in- 
habitants. 


Long, dark winters and a 
rambunctious ffmitier ^urit, 
idealised in die Jaunty verse 
of poet Robert Sen^, fuel 
tbe territory *s thirst for 
akobol. 


A recent government study 
found Yukon women are 
tiuw times more likely to be 


ffequent heavy drinkers tfaaa 
women in the rest ofChmada. 

Each year, Yukon resi- 
dents over tbe age of 15 drink 
an average of 452 bottles of 
beer, 16 botties of spirits and 
20 bottles of wine. Eigbtyper 
cent of the liquor is drunk by 
a mere 20 per cent of the 
population. 

Former Yukon Education 
Minister Bea Firth says tbe ' 
territoiy*s government does 
not underhand tbe serious- 
ness of the disorder. 

**They (the ^venzment^ 
really don*t know what to do 
with this proMem. Itisa very 
unique dkabihty. It destroys 
the development of the 


brain,** she said. 

Ms. Firth, a former nurse, 
saki tbe sight of oewbonzs in 
incubators with deUrhim tre- 
mens is pitiful. 

“The babies have coavuj- 
skms, it jiBt malms your sto- 
mach sf^,” sbe sard. 

Ms. Firth said the Yuktm 
government should foOovp 
tbe lead of Alaska and' ' 
Sweden and appoint a Foetal 
Alcohol 5/odrome co-ordi- 
nator to tackle tbe prottiem. 




But Yukon Healtii Minis- 
ter Joyce Hayrha said ex- 
isting agencies could cope if 
tbe public was edneated 
better. 




Scientists show brain ’s reorganisation after stroke may heip therapy 


By Malcolm Ritter 

The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Scientists 
have shown for the first time 
a dramatic reorganisation in 
tbe human brain that 
apparently helps some stroke 
victims overcome paralysis. 

A study of stroke patients 
who recovered from paralysis 
or weakness found that im- 
paired portions of their 
brains bad started sharing 
control over movement with 


areas on tbe opposite side of 
tbe brain. 

Scientists said further re- 
search may suggest ways to 
promote the recovery process 
tbrougb rehabilitation and 
perhaps drugs and medical 
devices. 

The study shows “the hu- 
man adult brain is capable of 
a lot of reorganisation follow- 
ing injury, and that is tbe way 
in which recovery of hinction 
is established, ’* said study co- 
author Dr. Richard Frack- 


owiak of tbe Medical Re- 
search Council Cyclotron 
Unit at Hammersmith Hos- 
pital in London. 

Dr. Frackowiak’s results 
‘fantastic,** said Dr. Ho- 


are 


ward Fields, professor of 
neurology and physiolo^ at 
tbe University of Caitfomia, 
5^ Francisco. 

"People had speculated 
where in the brain these 
changes take place, and he*s 
shown that. Nobody knew 


known that people recover, 
people have proposed 
mechanisms, but he’s shown 
the anatomy of it.** 

Dr. Jack Wbisnant, a stroke 
expert at the Mayo Oink, 
cautioned that tbe study did 
not prove that tbe brain reor- 
ganisation caused tbe recov- 
ery. Still, he said, "it's an 
excellent observation which 
helps us understand the 
pathophysiology of re- 
covery. ’* 

"Tbe fyet that you have an 


area of the brain that’s been 
badly damaged and can’t 
hmaion again, it gives you 
some sort of feeling of hope 
that some other related areas 
of the brain can help take 
over some of that function, " 
be said. 

Dr. Frackowiak said tbe 
reorganisation probably in- 
volves altered use of existing 
brain cell amnections rather 
than estab/fsbment of new 
ones, but that tbe point is the 
focus of much speculation 


and research. 

Tbe study was publitiied 
earlier this year in the annals 
of neurology and presented 


recently at a meetif^ of tbe 
American Neurological 
Axociation. Dr. Frackowiak 
also discussed it in a tele- 
pbone interview. 

Strokes damage areas of 
the Brain by cutting off tbeir 
blood supply. Depending on 
the hmetion of the damaged 
area, this may lead to para- 


that before. People bad 


Animal studies give hope for avoiding fetal tissue controversy 


By Malcolm Ritter 

The Associated Press 
NEW YORK — New studies 
■give hope that Parkinson's 
disease and perhaps other 
.diseases can be treated by 
transplanting tissue from 
animais, avoiding tbe con- 
troversial use of human fetal 
tissue, researchers say. 

Baboons with symptoms 


resembling Huntington’s dis- 
ease sbow^ improvement af- 
ter getting brain implants 
from rats, and rats with an 
experimental version of Par- 
idnson’s disease responded to 
implants of cow tissue, screa- 
tists report. 

The success of transplanta- 
tion between species suggests 
“you can avoid the use of 


human fetal tksue,” said I^t- 
rickAebischer of Brown Uni- 
versity in ProvidencCi R.I. 

The rats did not need any 
me^cation to prevent graft 
rejection because the cow tis- 
sue was bidden tom their 
hnmune systems in piastre 
capsules. The baboons were 
given medication to prevent 
rejection. 


Other research suggests 
that inserting new genes into 
a patient’s own tissues also 
may eventually provide a way 
around using fetal tissue, said 
Dr. Ole- Isacson of Harvard 
Medical School. 

Dr. Aebischer and Dr. 
Isacson jpoke in telephone 
interviews before desmbing 
their tran^lant work in New 
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CSEATURB COMFORTS 
By N««va Archer 


ACROSS 
1 Bwlo( typists 
7 Codewom (or 

-A" 

11 CartsSi student 
16 Grasp 

IS Mita soda waisr 

20 Daytime TV (are 

21 Rnmr 

22 Woodwind 

23 Pan of Minrus's 
wardrotM? 


2SArl$lng 

27ComIn 


28 Factor m 
maraiMuIng 
X Tuni“ (Giedhi 
mi) 

31 Coleotaang 
X Cut win abandon 
34 — Benedot 
36 Commit a sooal 
biundar 

40 stupe ow water 


41 —gt) 

42 Corporate letters 
46 Hun honcho 

40 Mr. Rogers' 
mBeu 

4S Ger. greeting 
SO Astronomer 
Warren de-o 
54 Wes IndebM to 
$6 Top o( the Brie 
56 Bsc. units 
57SmHa 
58 Frozen dew 
60 Tamls pteyer 
eSSo-coV. 

63 What to wear 


dknbbigT 
OSStMaromi 
65 Entanain 
You" . 

69 In a tlz^ 

70 Patty Duke — . 


71 gralieiii peiK'' 
(kimfeieas Is 
produced by 
Wridiess) 

73 CMy cemara 
76 Km otdiv, 

76 Tivncoai’s IW7 
TSCoftiiJinM 
Banait 

80 Hindu flie god 

61 Butting suppen 

62 World sacitan 
83 " — a Mck out 

oiyau" 

85 Mqorends 

66 Pro — 

67 Hatping handa 
Sivmagarmv 

83 Thasauius antnr: 
abbr. 

94 Shiggar 
SiBugmar 

95 Savoir-iaira 


97Womata 
wOdebeest bali7 
68LiM«olca 
99Sledtianii 

100 CunaimUate 

101 Beoki 

104 Beixmg i«> the 
wedn 
lOeTraauaa 
111 wrap tora 

bUTowarY 

114 Ram lomozlng 
in the Andes? 
ll6Ql«attieaya 

117 Laiga guff 

118 Thaave spot 
Its Cossack dual 
IX Push 

12t Plsygrtamd 


122 High spot 

123 Cod as a 
cucumber 


DOWN 

1 PWo 

2 Hard worker 

3 In — (routintzedi 

4 Ineta n c e 

SEvenasttiQ 

6 Jotirmy of ttia 
South 

7 '%Jnio us — 1$ 
bom” 

6 — 'or 
(OH Fr. edn) 

9LMmfha — 

10 Extra large wrsp? 

11 Dtsagraa 

12 Tobacco dryer 
13Ustendsr 
l4PDorgrede 

15 Thrawa e bash 
t 6 Orfarud waisr 
dndiaia 
17Vtfeavmgnaed 
ISQdnssy 


24 Old in em wiai rt lor 
plucking 
XAIr. rher 
XBonypralbc 
X BtandfcigB 
34 Eur. river 
X "And leH how 
Bwlul — saw 
Vktua m her 
shape" (MMon) 
XTai — 

37 News tuts 
X Contract dausa 
XNothlnga 

41 weather aPbr. 

42 Tourist request 

43 Tlie Barbarian 

44 Pul — ei (inalM 
naaoway}' 

47 BBy'* blazer? 

48 AnatoRa people 
51 Br. composer 


52 Slow up, ki music: 
abbr. 

53 Rough 

X US pMbdan Mark 
XStep— I 
61 Omen abbr. 

64 Hock 
87 Frome" 

X Sp. auTK 

70 singer Murray 

71 LawnsliiH 
72Gfailng 
TSSmiup 
74 Halt abbr. 

76 Party reem 

77 Just a aeupcon 
61 — bwn 

64 — pdntodndol 
sUteti 

X Bshe a oartdn 
way 

X Acts tha ueher 


X"Lsava — 
Beaver” 

X Tiny tengua bump 
9Z Having a sharp 
poM 

Xneldhoepaal 

grS^r^ioveri 
98 Type 

X Namieal term 
101 Airhasatd 
IX Td»om words 
IX — breve 
104lneuli 

IX Taos' state: abbr. 


mijgimiji jjujmijim 
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Last Week^ CryptegraPM 


107 sighdy open 
lArnvad 


IX < 

IX TToasury guy 
irOMentSiyiK 

112 Cocking amt 

113 USSR river 
115 — dadaui 


1. WocUl> poUbeune ahooM elwaya ptusoe tbe strkteet wwIm with Uwir 
eooatitiiente. 

2. f‘T~r~wtiT«iirriifTlnirinwinrhif1i rlnmrmtaiirentnnlnrBlnimsIrnrrtl 

. Item oa goormet mcno. 

3. TV game abow viewer aocnmalated Boodlr liobea vieeijeiiely. 

4. Did you ever claim to have loo much nMath left si tbe end of year moiMT? 


19 X 19. By Harold B. Coonta 


ACROSS 
1 Gab 

5 Top-notch 
9 Unwanted 


14 

tSNIckneiin 
on helgin 

17 Upbears 

18 Compreliend 
X SeaBKie litter 
21 wmby — 


22 Gang or px end 

23 German iwe 
24GBstsn 
XAnOnessie 
2B Picbiraaqiie 
27 Earth 

29 Bu0's«ye for one 
X Fencing s vi u i ds 
32 Priestly wew 
X Tennis shot 
34 Hazard 


X Roadhouse 
dOOfflee 
worker 

41 la — , WIs. 

44 Rotated 
X Look beckon 
XWreth 
47 Levels 
XUrdquel 
49 Doctor el e1 
abbr. 


X Cargo thrown 
everboeni 

X Gave an eeH m ate 
X — el Gases 
X Sstt marsh 
X Betel pakna 
81 Old dory 
X Nead ter se me 
epoBancea 
xCuphandiea 
X Source of poi 


DOWN 

1 Boorish person 

2 Chiee 

3 "bltsy 

4 Maiden name 
woid 

SOuech parts 

6 CMcage airport 

7 Cola and Turner 
B Picture bkwiip; 

abbr. 

9 Sheep's coat 

10 — Fitzgerald 

11 Bank deal 


12 Hence 
iSSampIng 

14 Sonny end- 

15 Rermaier 

16 Member Ola 
ftute t na i order 

19Upr1^ 

XBfarSet 

22 riniTiTfirTii 

23 Compels to go 

24 Ov er charges for 
t t c fce t s 

X Train stop: abbr. 


XPIannIng 
31 Feels 
X Expresses 
d mo c n on 
XHardanad 
37 FrfentEsss Qtn 
X Original 


51 Arkki and King 

S2Trax 

X 'The King — " 

X Of ttie nose: prat. 
XPrecacttig In 


41 Salad liiaedle nt 
ki shows 


42CBridni 
43 Acted the 
gourm an d 
eswaodaonels 
X Kind ol beam 


57 




tor ahen 


X so. mIsB attr. 
X M odi ^ ctiest 


X LumbariBck's 
tool 

X Explosive 


CBYPTOCBAMS 

1. OUCCBIN 8LAUTPA OPXBZAl BW 

CAHTU8BXC JBQCAHTl HZ PQB 
QHTNPCAU8N OZAZX’T ILWWZABXC, WAPT 
U JPBXYF INPZ IPXBAPTZ. — By mte Salvato 

2. FIGTSNGFNF LOFTY GS OSNOBINGIO OHT 

CBVVWTY LB ACTS PCANF GS AEH AVAST 
VAST WOBTH. — By Bd HiiddleeeB 

3. EFGHE3 KLPMNOPFML KLOQRTBP ONFMK 

XQXKHHGKY WHGKMLJ BMLFBB QG ZOQG 
TBOLWY XFL EFTK BFZH. By Philip Bmnao 

4. URERTNSQ NL T SUNMI QPF GRDNRZR NM 
GRATFLR QPF UTZB T GENIUS AUNDT. 

—By Barbara J. Bugs 


sou mow soF 

LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 



Orleans at the recent annual 
meeting of the Society for 
Neuroscience. 

"These are very important 
studies," said John 5/adek, 
director of tbe Neuroscience 
institute at tbe Chicago 
Medical School. 

The baboon work shows 
tbe trausp/antedf cells will 
function, while tbe pJIastic- 
capsules approach would 
make it easier to implant 
laboratory-grown cells, which 


would ultimately be medicai- 
ly preferable to fresh tissue, 
he said. 

Human fetal tissue has 
been transplanted ex- 
perimentally into people with 
ParkinsoD*s disease, and sd- 
entists say it migjit help in 
treating several diseases. But 
the Bush administration baas 
federal funding of research 
using human fetal tissue, 
saying use of such tissue 
might encourage abortions. 


lysis or weakness oa one side 
of the body, speech impair- 
ment, loss of memory or 
other problems. 

About 500,000 Americans 
suffer strokes each year. An 
estimated 70 per cent of 
stroke patients initially show 
paraiysis on one side of tbe 
body. 

The new findings diieQy 
involve two areas of the 
brain.- One includes the sen- 
sory cortex and the motor 
cortex, mllectively called tbe 
r Sensorimotor Cortex. It lies 
in a strip running roughiy 
ear-to-ear over tbe top of the 
Drain. It sends orders out to 
the body to create voluntary 
movement. 

The other key area in- 
volved is the^cerebellum, at 
the base of the brain in tbe 
rear. The cerebellum helps 
coordinate movement. 

Dr. Frackowiak and coi- 
leagues studied brain func- 
tion in six recovered stroke 
patients with Positron emis- 
sion tomography, which re- 
veals where brain cells are 
activated and communicat- 
ing with each other. 

Ail six patients bad a sped- 


fic area of damage, uarally infi 
tbe left half of the brain. All 
had recovered from weakness 
or paralysis of an arm or an 
entire side of the body. 

When patients were asked 
to move fingers of the band 
that had not been affected by 
the stroke, their brains 
showed a norma/ pattem of 
activation. That meant activ- 
ity increased in the Sensor- 
imotor Cortez on tbe ride 
opposite that of the hand, 
and in thehalf of the cerebel- 
lum that lay on the same ride 
as the hand. 

But when the patients were 
asked to move fu^ge/s of the 
band thatjiad been affected 
by the stroke, a different 
pattem emer^d. Tbe Sen- 
sorimotor Cortex and the 
cerebellum were activated 
both sides of the brain. 


CW 


sr Zi- 


on 


rather that just one. side. 

Appaiently,tbis coopera- 
tive strategy let the brain 
bypass tbe stroke-induced 
brain damage, which bad 
acted like a roadblock to 
commands coming out of tbe 
Sensorimotor Cortex on one 
ride of tihe brain, Dr. Frack- 
'‘owiak 5a/d„ 
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Amalgam tooth- Oiling congress 
discusses tbe risks of mercury poisoning 




By Peter Daweke 


STOCKHOLM Uxtiocologist 
Professor Fredrik Beigiund 
h^gao at the beginniag in his 
review of case bisteries at the 
amalg am congress in Dassel- 
dorf. Quoting medical litera- 
ture from 1842 to 1990, be 
listed 144 cases in wbidi toxic 
effects and 72 in which aOer- 
gjc reacdons iiad been noted. 

The oigaaisers opted for 
moderation in tbe congress 
topic “Amalgam — HannfuJ 
or Harmless?" but its object 
allaiblime was to bring about 
a total ban on the use of 
amalgam, which contains tox- 
hmercaiy, forthntalBIlii^. 

Germany, tbe congress was 
tatd, would do best to start 
banning what was smnewhat 
polemically called ’’toxic 
waste in the mouth” duripg 
tbe life of the present Bun- 
destag. 

True mKNigh, it is now 
dassiSed as toxic waste, and 
since tbe be ginning of 1990 
every dentist’s chair has bad 
to be Btted out with a qiedal 
amaigam duposa/ um't. 

H it not a perveision of tbe 
health service for dentists to 
plug the holes in millions of 
teeth with a substance that is 
dassiSed as toxic waste that 
needs ^pecia/ statutory dis- 
posal arrangements the mo- 
ment it is extracted from 
them? 

Persuasive though this 
argument may sound, it 
do^’t, by itself, account for 
much. Special disposal 
arrangements are required 
for all medidnai chugs. 

Speakers at the Dusseldorf 
congress constantly sounded 
tbe alann by reminding their 
audience that amalgam con- 
sists of roughly 50 per cent 
mercury, a b^Uy toxic met- 
al. 

Some members of tbe audi- 
ence may not yet have reco- 
vered from the shock when 
tbe aB-dear was sounded in 
Chat tbe mercury is kept Bnn- 
fy in place as ma tallir com- 
pund and does not amsist of 


l^obules that Snd tbeir way 
straight into tbe blood. 

This beingso, the view that 
long held sway was that no 
mercury was released ffom 
dental fiUiigs. It b now an 
accepted fact that small 
amounts are released and 
that some mercuiy finds its 
way into the body. 

Tib is tbe point at which 
the crudal questions arise. 
How much mercury does 
amalg am ooAtain and what 
quantities can be dassiSed as 
harmless? Views tSffer oa 
both points. 

Surveys of quantities re- 
leased react wnfe/y differing 
condurioas, whSe the debate 
on what m^t be a suitable 
statutory caling suffers ffom 
a lack of bard scientiSc facts 
on the chronic toxidty of 
minute doses. 

Jaroslav Pfeva, who works 
as a materials research scaen- 
tist in Sweden, showed the 
congress the cross-section of 
nine-year-old silver amalg am 
tillin g as seen through an 
electron microsoqpe. 

Tbe darker, surface layer 
contained no mercury, he 
said. It consisted of mercury- 
free corrosion products. 
According to bb gfitfwiaspF 
Che suing had released 60 
nucrogrammes, milUmtths of 
a gramm, of merciuy a day. 

Tie tilling was, in addition, 
rimfdy worn down on tbe 
suiffce. Tbe material aged 
and tbe compound of sUver 
and mercury changed with 
time into a modcficatioii that 
released meremy. 

One square Centimetre of 
amalgam tilling surface re- 
leased between 10 and 20 
microgranunes of mercury a 
day, be said. Tbe averse 
adult bad a daily input of 
between 100 and 200 microg- 
rammes. 

Another speaker at tbe 
congress referred to a daily 
29 micrograttunes in the ra s e 
of 12 Sllings. Tbe federal 
government, replying to a 
parliamentary question 
tabled by tbe Greens, quoted 


two surveys which found two 
SWr^ to release 0:3 and 0.06 
microgranunes of mercury 
per day. 

Mercury intake ffom amal- 
gam Sllings could, however, 
amount to up to 20 miciog- 
rammes daily. In Hs environ- 
mental bealih criterias for 
1991 tbe WHO menSons a 
drily intake of betvwas 3 mid 
17 unoogrammes of mercury 
vapour ffom amalgam ffjj. 
tags. 

Dr. Michael Ziff from 
Orlando, Florida, reported a 
most revealing ejqteriment in 
Miirii a riteep had been given 
12 Sllings in its molars ntider 
an anaesthetic, tbe amalgam 
containing radioacrive mer- 
cury t6e locaidn of which in 
the animal's body was deter- 
mined exactly 29 days later. 

. He showed the congress 
tbe Sndittgs in tbe form of a 
picture that indicated die out- 
lines of the sheep, with black 
spots identi^^g tbe dbtjdbu- 
tion of mercury fiom the 
SlUngs. 

The shea’s kidneys, sto- 
mach, liver and tooth and 
gam tissue were heavily en- 
riched with radhaaive mer- 
cury. Its brain and glands 
were affected too. 


A Canadian ejqieriment 
demonstrated the three 
routes, the mercury takes. 
First, it evaptuates, binbaled 
and, in man’s case, 80 per 
cent of the mercuiy Stub its 
way ffom tbe lungs inte the 
blood. The oral cavity was 
"enriched” by between 19 
and 50 microgrammes of 
nserenry per cubic metre of 
air inhal^. 

Second, part of tbe mer- 
cury finds Its way into the 
stomach and inte&ine. From 
diere lOper cent Ends its way 
mto tbe Uoodstream. Third, 
mercury leaks into dm iKsne 
around the roots of tbe teeth 
and into the oral mucous 
membrane. 

Yet to what extent do such 
Sndh^ eodotse tbe den^id 
by Munidi taxicolQgjst Dr. 


Max Daunderer, a vodferow . 
critic of amalgam, for com- * 
pensadon to be paid to pa- 
dents who can te shown to 
have been poisoned. 

He has brought charges 
against Dqgussa, tbe Frank- 
ffirt minerals leSner and sup- 
plier, and advises his padents 
to sue fer damages if they can 
prove that ama^m has been 
to blame fer meremy poaoB- 
mg. 

That is easier said than 
done. TheejqtertsGnditbatd 
to accept tbe existence of a 
clear amnectioa. Dental 
associadoas andheahh inmr- 
aoce schemes arhnowMgs 
only the existeooe of alleigies 
that amalgam triggers in. a 
limiFwf number of psdents. 

Amalgam’s opponents 
Sitings can cause migraine, 
depression, tiredness, inatia, 
nervous amidaints and pQor 
vision. It is even said to..he 
partiy to blame for cot denth 
and muldple sderosb. ^ 

Dr. Daunderer fJahns that- 
roughly two milSai Gennaas 
are amalgam victims. Dri^^ 
quoted a recent survey iO“ 
dkadng that amaigarn ariy 
partiy cause Alzfaemer^ dis- 
ease. Dental amodathm, 
health insurance schemed and 
tbe Federal Healtii OSce say 
these r4aima gfg uuffmkied-' 

Amalgam may aoi- be a- 
prablCT that can be arrived 
ovemi^t, but art mgeot^case 
can deaify be fef de^ 
vdoyrir^ ahemadve tiitiag s. 
and no-one b denying feat 
costly gojd SUiaga are .-fer 
stqserior. 

The Federal Assoi^timid . 
German Dentists says .ee- ^ 
meot, ceramic and synffrib. . 
SBrnp are not yet readyfffr 
in molars. Tbe pulriG cas , 
justiSably dnfnat^ .fee :de^ 
vdopmeatof aberiaatives.afUi . 
an end to the health ' nan"** 
aoce schemes iasbtqnce oa 
amalgam bring osed; 

Amal^m b a shvery psete - 

wftfa an unirieasant ' . 

taste of which it aow sgtsas. 

uaSkefy ever to rM itseff '^ A 

Dh Writ. - ^ 
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Israet fails to turn up for talks 

(Contfanwd from page 1) 


puti^atiy tfae Americans, win 
pwy in rnching a settlement. 

By press time last ni^t, the 
Arab del^alions were holding a 
meeting at the Grand Hotd. 
admre die Palesdnians and the 
Syrians are staying, to assess the 
rituation in the aftemiath of the 
Israeli decision not to show ap 
and to coordinate strategy for the 
next round of talks, which could 
take {riace next week. 

' In his statement in die press at 
the State D^iartment, Dr. Majali 
said the Arabs would not attend 
talks if they were called for Mon- 
day, Dec. 9, rince the day com- 
memorates the fifth anniversary 
<rfjthe start of the Palestinian 
intifada. It was stiU not known 
before the Grand Hotel meeting 
whether there was a coordinated 
position by die four Arab dele- 
gates on whether to attend meet- 
ings until tte Israelis next week, 
and if so if all of them would 
boycott sesaons only on Monday. 

Dr. Hanan Ashrawi, the 
Palestinian spokmperson, said 
the day was a special and impor- 
tant one but was non-committal 
on whether the Palestinians 
wonld actnally attend. 

According to Jordanian 
soorpes, the decision not to 
accept restart of the talks on tha t 
day goes beyond the com- 
memorative value of the day, 
once h would also contain a 
message for the Israelis that they 
cannot impose their dictates on 
the Arab side, whether on the 
question of venue or tiining or 
agenda of the negotiations. 

In a press conference Mr. 
Netanyabn held here one hour 
after the bilateral nogotiations 
were scheduled to begin he indi- 
cated that the issue of venue 
remains top priority in diseus- 
sioas between Arabs and Israel, if 
and when they are held. 

The news of the peace efforts 
in the U.S. capital played second 
fiddle to other issues in the 
American media, the resignation 
of White House Chief of Stafi 
John Snnunn, the release in 
Beinit of American hostage Ter- 
ry Anders(» and the raps trial of 
^KfiUiam Kennedy Smi&, which 
was broadcast live by some televi- 


sion networks. 

An editorial in tfae Washington 
Post, which did not carry any 
reports on the talks on its front 
page neither yesterday or the day 
before that played dmvn any dif- 
ferences between the Americans 
and the Israelis over the U.S. 
invitation for tfae Washington 
talks and urged that the two sidtt 
not blow up those diff^nces. 

Israeli Spokesman Benjamin 
Netanyahu said in an earlier press 
conference that he was* “reas- 
sured’* that the U.S. wants the 
Arabs to direoly negotiate with 
Israel rather than use the admi- 
nistration as an intermedi^. But 
Ms. Ttitwiler said she was not 
aware of any diange in the admi- 
nistration's position as a co- 
sponsor in the process. 

“It is our view that the co- 
sponsors and others have jriayed 
a coRstnictive rote and we have 
said a number of times that had 
the piarties been able to agree 
among themselves on a time and 
venue... we would be delighted," 
Ms. Tutwiler said. “But that is 
not the case, the facts do not back 
that up." 

Israel has rejected the opening 
date determined by the co- 
sponsors and is still insisting that 
the talks move to the NGddie East 
or a location close to tiie region. 

Ms. Tutwiler also criticised 
IsraeKs approval of a new military 
settlement in the occupied West 
Bank. 

“Our policy towards settle- 
ments has not changed." “We 
regard settlements as an obstacle 
to peace. For that reason., we are 
particularly disturbed at this de- 
velopment on the eve of the 
resumption of bilateral talks," 
Ms. Tutwiler said. “As Presidem 
Bush said in Madrid, ’! call on all 
parties to avoid unilateral acts, be 
they words or deeds, that would 
invite retaliation or, worse yet, 
prejudke or even threaten this 
process itself." 

As the Madrid talks ended 
Nov. 4, the Israeli government 
had also inaogurated'a new settle- 
ment for Soviet immigrants in the 
occufued Syrian Golan Heights. 
That action was swiftly conde-. 
mned by the U.S. as an obstruc- 
tion to the peace process. 


King commutes 6 death sentences 


(CoitiHitted from page 1) 

and later asserted that the ac- 
cused had been tortured and that 
tiiey confessed under duress. But 
the court refuted the claims. 

The London-based human 
rights orgasusation Anmesty' In- 
ternational appealed to King 


Hussein to commute the death 
sentences. 

The organisation requested 
that the cfefendats be given the 
rig^t to appeal the sentences. 

It expres^ concern over the 
sentences and said that it is keep- 
ing with its policy of oppoting the 
de^ penalty- that it was issuing 
the appeal to Jordan. 


Israel says it will begin talks Monday 

(Coatinned from page 1) 


Mr. Sboval denied reports tiiat 
Israel would be prepared to dis- 
qiss oiily procedural issues when 
it finally resumed direct talks with 
Syria, Lebanon, and joint 
Palestinian-Jordanian delega- 
tiems. 

“No. That's a mistake. We 
announced already several days 
ago that we are coming to talks 


substance," be said, but he would 
not elaborate. 

Mr. Shoval said the Israeli 
cabinet was to decide its nego- 
tiators Wednesday. 

"I understand that the govern- 
ment w31 this morning take a 
final decision on when to send the 
detections and by what timing," 
he s^. 
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NATO worried by possible threat of independent Ukraine 


By Nteholns Doughty 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — For NATO, 
Ukrainian independence from 
the Soviet Union could turn one 
of the West’s worst ni ghtmares 
into reality. 

Alliance officials are worried 
that the republic could use its size 
and economic muscle to threaten 
fragile democracies in Ea:;tern 
Europe, torpedo a key arms con- 
trol agreement or even beome a 
nudear power — never mind 
what it could do to the already 
crumbling Soviet Union. 

A NATO spokesman said on 
Monday the dliance had noted 
“with interest’’ the resnlts of the 
Ukrainian vote for independence 
— preliminary results said around 
85 per cent had voted "yes" in a 
referendum on Sunday — and 


said the l6-nation Western 
alliance would continue consulta- 
tions. 

Unofficial reaction was much 
less sanguine. 

“We are not optimistic, but 
there is nothing we can do," said 
one NATO official. “We have to 
reflect the results of free eiec^ 
tions and the aspirations of these 
people. I just hope they do every- 
one else the same favour." 

When the three Baltic repub- 
lics won independence earlier this 
year, things were very different. 
The West was hardly concerned 
by the emergence of three small 
states with no military ambitions. 

But an independence Ukraine 
would be one of the largest coun- 
tries in Europe with 52 million 
people, massive industrial and 
^ricultural resources, occupying 
a key strategic position and a 


clear rival to Russia, the union's 
biggest- repubUc. 

Bordering on the Black Sea, 
Romania, CZecfaosIo^’akia, Hun- 
gary and Poland, the Ukraine has 
plans to build its own armed 
forces and wants joint control 
with Moscow over tfae Soviet 
nuclear weapons that are still on 
its soil. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Despite assurances from 
Ukrainian officials that the re- 
public has no ambition to be a 
nuclear power, NATO officials 
say they are worried chat tensioiis 
nith Russia could bring a change 
of heart. 

They are also concerned by 


extremist strains of Ukrainian 
nationalism that have been pre- 
sent for decades but may now get 
a diance to flourish, p^cularly 
if the economic and political crisis 
in tte Soviet Union worsens. 

“If you put an these factors 
together, you have a real recipe 
for disaster," said one diplomac 
at NATO headquarters. 

Alliance leaders, at a sonunit in 
'Rome last month, approved a 
new strategy for the po^-cold war 
era that referr ed to this kind of 
instal^ty as the greatest risk now 
facing the West. 

\Wth die Ukraine uppermost in 
their minds, they also issued a 
declaration warning the Soviet 
Union and its republics to respect 
democraqr and all international 
obligations it they wanted West- 
ern support. 

One of those <ri>Iigations in- 


dudes a landmark conventional 
arms treaty which provides for 
mastive cuts in the cold war 
arsenal of tanks, big guns and 
other military budware in an 
area stretching tom tfae Atlantic 
to the Urals. 

The Conve ntional Forces in 
Europe (CFE) Treaty was signed 
last year by tfae 22 nations of 
NATO and the now-defunct 
Warsaw Pact, but has not yet 
been implemented. It is widely 
seen as the cornerstone of post- 
cold war disarmament." 

The treaty assigns limits for 
military equipmeDt to the Soviet 
Union and other countries, but 
NATO sources say the Uloaine 
will now almost certainly want its 
own -share of the overaU S^et 
limit. 

The questions is how much and 
\riiether Moscow will agree. 


What is even more wotiying ts 
that the CFE Treaty, negooat^ 
u4ien the Soviet Union stiU a 
coherent entity, spl**® 
Ukraine into two military dis- 
tricts. 

If the Ukraine accej^ the 
treaty as It was signed, it would 
have to accept limits on deploy- 
ment and movement of 
within its own borders. NATO 
officials say they think such 
acceptance is unlikely. 

“The problem then is that tte 
whole treaty could unravel and, 
with it, the basis of trust ttet has 
given us a new age of disanna- 
ment," said one offidal. 

“We all hope thin^ will tura 
otn right. But given the mood of 
intense pessunism right now ab- 
out developments in the soviet 
Union, there are a lot of worried 
people here." 


Europe’s struggles over HDTV 
eclipsed by new U.S. technology 


By Catherine Amst 
Reufer 

LONDON — As Europe wrang- 
les over how to handle High 
Definition Television (HDTV) — 
hailed as the next-generation 
television — new distal technol- 
ogy diampioned Ity the United 
States is already threatening to 
usurp it. 

At stake, analysts and indus- 
trialists agree, is nothing less than 
tile future of the oonsumer elec- 
tronics mdusoy. 

Last month, the European 
Community's policy on HDTV 
underwent another in a long 
series of gyrations ^ commission- 
ers and European Parliament 
members struggled to accommo- 
date the conflicting demands of 
televions manufacturers and 
broadcasters. 

But any oompromise at this 
point may be meaningless, in- 
dustry analysts say, in the ii^t of 
an announcement made earUer in 
November by 2^th Electronics 


Coip and American Telephone 
and Telegraph Corp of the Un- 
ited States. 

The two companies said they 
had received final approval tom 
the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to test a 
jointly develop all-distal tele- 
vision system which will deliver 
tile same cinema-quality pictu^ 
promised by HDlV plus a wide 
range of other services — at a 
mu^ lower cosL 

The two finns said their tedi- 
nology would send interference- 
free rignals to a significantiy lar- 
ger geographic area than is possi- 
ble throD^ either conventional 
broadcasts or any proposed 
HDTV system. 

The Z^th-ATT syst^ will be 
tested in January and is one of 
four digital technologies under 
cODsideration by the KX, with a 
choice to be niade in 19^. 

A successful digital system 
would most likely sound the 
death-knell for European HDTV 
and the more advan^ Japanese 


system, both of which are satel- 
lite-delivered and based on a 
national standard. 

A digital signal could be trans- 
mitted by bod^ satellite and land- 
based transmitting towers and 
could be converted easily to work 
with any oational tystem. That 
would get round tfae international 
pa^work of TV standards that 
now prevents one country's sets 
firom receiving broadcasts tom 
another. 

This caused European broad- 
casters to complain to the Euro- 
pean Parliament about efforts to 
force them to move to an faiterim 
satellite-delivered HDTV stan- 
dard called MAC, developed by 
the Dutch group phUips elector- 
nics NV Thomson SA of 
France. 

"Many experts and indastry 
observers believe that new tedh 
nological developmente, such as 
digj^ TV, may soon supersede 
MLAC,” the Association of Com- 
mercial Television in Europe 
(ACT) said in a statemenL 


“Conaderable disoission is still 
required to ensure that Europe 
chooses the most ^propriate 
IffiTV standard, taldng into 
account the needs of both terrest- 
rial and satellite broadcasters." 

The stakes involved are phe- 
nomenal. 

By bringing into tfae home tfae 
clarity and big-screen quality of 
the cinema, HDTV has long 
promised to be the next major 
consumer electronics product — 
and the computer dnps that drive 
the tedmology will have a wide 
range of other uses. 

Market estimates for HDTV 
demand range as hi^ as $100 
billions a year in 10 to 15 years. 
Thatl IS why manufacturers and 
politicians in Japan, Europe and 
the United States are all ea^ to 
devek^ a technology and stan- 
dards that will determine the 
direrxion of HDTV worldwide. 

Both Japan and Eorope have 
concentrate on devek^iii^ satel- 
Ute-delivered HDTV systems 
based on analogue techeiogy. 


wfaidi uses electrical impulses to 
reimsent pieces of inforaiation. 

Any TV set deagned to work 
with the Japanese or European 
system will not work with any 
other, and the HDTV signad 
could not \k reemved Ity existing 
TV sets. 

A dig^ system would trans- 
mit information — video and 
sound — as a series of ones and 
zeros, tiie same language used by 
computers. 

The digital code oonld be con- 
verted easily into other stan- 
dards, allowing it to cut across all 
wandairi barriCTS. 

But digital-based HDTV s>*stenis 
are not expected for another 10 years 
or so, while Japan demonstrated 
a working version of its analogue 
HDTV system five years a^ and 
has start^ broadcasting with the 
system for eight hours a day. 

European electronic com- 
panies argue that Europe must 
support analogue MAC stan- 
dalri if it wants to catch up witii 
Japan. 


“We believe that the MAC 
standards will last well into the 
next century," said the European 
Association of Consumer Elec- 
tronics Manufacturers. 

The industry group argues that 
wmting for a r^tal tystem would 
leave the HDTV field wide open 
for Japanese domination. 

Under the ECs latest com- 
promise, to be considered by the 
community’s telecommunicarions 
council on December 5, the in- 
terim MAC standard must be 
U5(Xl for broadcasts in a wide- 
screen HDTV format. 

Other programmii^ could con- 
tinue to use the existing Pal cr 
Secam standards but ^ sub- 
sidies would be offered as an 
incentive for switching to 02- 
MAC. 

It also changed the period dur- 
ing whidi the requirement wonld 
be in effect from 10 to five years, 
recognising that digital fetolo- 
gy migftt supersede the MAC 
standard in 10 years. 


Butchering a language! 


By Ramadan Abdnl Kader 

IF you happen to know Arabic 
and are fond of old Egyptian 
films, you will be really struck by 
the elevated language uttered tty 
thmr actors. Many youngsters to- 
day feel confused by the welt- 
articulated lines ^ken by the 
Egyptian perfbimeis ip the pro- 
ductions tk the forties and fifties. 
The trouble actually lies not with 
the films but with the youngsters 
who find the langua^ incompre- 
hensible. Today’s language of the 
media and the movies have omi- 
nously degenerated into deca- 
dence and vulgarity. 

Worse, Arabic language 
teachers know just a smattering 
of the syntax of tiiis language. 
They are mainly non-spedrdists. 
\l^th schools fedng an acute 
shortage in instructors of the Ara- 
bic language, the Education 
I^nistiy has recently shifted to 
reerniting teachers who are 
gi^uates of faculties ndiicb have 


nothing to do with this language. 
Arabic is Egypt's first language 
and it has been held in reverence 
over the past 16 centuries ftM* 
being the language in which the 
Koran, the Murinns' holy book, 
was revealed. As the local labour 
market is steadily shrinking, 
u4iile Egyptian universities are 
annually churning out thousands 
of graduates, many youths unwil- 
lingly take the j<^ of Arabic 
te^er. But there is an Arabic 
sasing which goes: "He who has 
nothmg cannot gjve anything," 
and tfads sa^ng surely applies to 
tte case cf the *%ke” Arabic 
hmgnage instructors. 

In the bygone days the theatre 
and movies were seen as good 
media to poHsliing one’s Aralm 
members of the fen^ used to go 
to the "lUmses Theatre," to 
instance, to enjoy Youssef 
Wahbi's eloquence in his mostly 
Egyptianised jriays. bi the same 
vein, the late actor Zaki Rostom 
to rivet the attention of the 


audience on him with bis classical 
articulation of language iu his 
movies. No wonder, tray's pa- 
rents feels sorry to the inabDity 
of their cfaildrra to construct a 
correct Arabic sentence. They 
know quite weD that unlike their 
unlucky children they were 
taught Arabic by competent 
teachers who approach^ this 
rich and evocative language 
tenderly and did not wane in tb&* 
encouragement of pupils to read 
the Arabic classics and ones in 
trairslation. 

The picture today is quite dis- 
oouraging. Most tiieatiical and 
movie productions find their 
app^ in padcing in the grratest 
po^ble number of blue jokes 
and racy langimge. The dialogue 
in most cases is from tbe gutter. 
Worse still, tbe Arainc teadier 
has become a butt of ridici^ in 
today's dramas. He is deptod in 
a maimer which only triggers 
laughter. He is shown in shabby 


clothes and with a revolting 
ap^rearance. As time has passed, 
peture has taken root in 
sdiool difldren's minds, tbe rising 
generation has come to dislike 
Ac Arabic language and even to 
look down upon whoever tries to 
speak it. This reversal has pven 
■rise to pbberidi terms xrindi have 
sneaked into the Egyptian 
verascular. They have found 
permanent slots and are being 
taken np in today’s so^ operas, 
mories and plays. 

It is not also unnoticeable to 
find a TV aimouncer unable to 
match an Arabic-speaking guest. 

Fearing tiie guest will upstage 
him, tbe announcer babbles a^ 
huiis views winch pale in glamour 
and articnlatioa to those of his 
guest! May one hope tiiat the bad 
days, on which the Arabic lan- 
guage is feOing, mil prompt the 
revival of the "Kutab”? Eve- 
ry village and district us- 


ed to have "Kuiab” whose 
main assignment was to teach 
children verses from the Koran 
and fundamentals of arithmetics. 
Many of Egypt's thinkers and 
iUostrious writers owe a debt to 
this "Kutab." With Hs extinction, 
die Arabic language has proved 


to be the main loser. TV povies 
and theatres are evident man- 
ifestations. They have conse- 
quently taken their toll pn tbe 
>^ues of the rising generation, 
whose members find it nonmal to 
crack tiie foulest jokes sA each 
other — Tbe Egyptian G^tte. 
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For further details, please 
call 

lAbdonn Real 
Estate 

iTel. 810605, 010609, 

Fax: 810520, 


Thefirst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
inJordan 

fstQrcie. Jabai Amman, near 
Girls School 

Open daiiy 12:00-3:^ 
p.m. 

7:W — 

reLS 3896 B 



RENT 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


t=J 


real estate 
“R” 
us 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 



eCALTOR 


srumoHAiG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
OUT shop and geti- 

• JUMBO photo 
simm 30% larger 

• Aee Wefaf Frsunm 

13 X ISeja 

Shmetsani - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
SweReh tel: 823S91 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


QQ^DQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 







Jr 


I CROWN I 

s INTX EST. i 
s Packing, shipping, m 
1 forwarding, storage, B 
■ clearing, door-to-door I 
s sen/ice | 

Air. Sea and Land 





ThtfliesBKyPdace Hotel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 

- AL SABIL 

DAH-Y PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 









FOR RENT 


DEUIZE a 5UPEK DBIIXE 

APARTMENTS. VILLAS 
& SEMI VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE I 

JUSTCAU 

835859 





^ CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12 : 00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 


iMANDABINMSrABBAWTl 

Special Odnese Foods 
Skilled Chhiese Chefs 

lUka away is avaDaUa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

9B1922, AmmM 

Once Tasted 




AQABA 

CMNESEFOOD 

Op&i doify 

mo - ISM & 18:3$ • 23:30 

Tel: $3-314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.„! 


IIAltOTEL 

i|^4|I|I= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P O Box 9403 • Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 






International Cuisine 
Spanish SpeciaMes 

Open Lunch & Dinnei\ 

For ^«e-nu//n/,; jgM 

Third CinleTel.ot^OfjQ.tj/^l^j jj 


















JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5-6, 1991 


ang knocked out in 1st round 
EC tennis tournament 


Helmick resigns from IOC 


ANTWERP, Belgium (R) — 
American Mikael Chang suf- 
fered a 6-4 2 f 6 6-4 defeat by 
Peruvian Jaime Yzaga in the first 
round of ttie injury-hit European 
Community Tennis Cham- 
pionship Tuesday. 

In other first round action. 
Swede Jonas Svensson, called up 
CO replace injured Yu^lav title 
bolder Goran Ivanisevic, outplay- 
ed Spaniard Emilio Sanchez 6-2 
4-6 64. 

Top seed Stefan Edberg earlier 
withdrew with knee and arm 
problems and is also doubtful for 
next week’s Grand Slam Cup. 

World number one Edberg, 
troubled by a serious case of 
tendinitis since October, re- 
sumed training only four days ago 
after a three-week absence • from 
the court. 

The Swede, who had a first- 
round bye smd was due to play 
American Aaron Krickstein 
Tnursday, will be replaced by 
American Patrick McEnroe, sriio 


lost in the qualifiers. 

Organisers oonfirmed Fimidi 
Davis Cup hero Guy Forget 
would take part in the event after 
rumours dicolated that be was 
about to pull out. 

Chang blamed his defeat on 
taldiig too mndr tune off after 
winning a tournament in Birm- 
ingham, England, in early 
November. 

**I came here a bit duggish,” he 
said. 

“I made a little too many 
errors. 1 was too patient. I should 
have been a .little more agpes- 
sive, mix it up a little more,” 
Chang said. 

Swede Svensson found himself 
4-1 down in the final set agaiiKt 
Sanchez — who started a one- 
year military service in October 
— but fought back to secure a 
second round matdi with Amer- 
ican Pete Sampras. 

should have served a bit 
better,” said day-court spedalist 
Sandiez, who inasted it was iris 


best mateh ever on bard court. 

Frenchman Henri Leconte, 
fredi from bis Davis Cup heroics, 
continued his urinni^ ways, beat- 
ing Mend and trainmg putner 
Marc Rosset of Switzolazid 6-1 
6-4. 

“He’s a dangerous {riayer. I 
could not let frim g^ into hb 
stride,” Leconte said of the 
towering Rosset who possesses a 
booming serve. 

Leconte indicated that un- 
like team mate Gay Forget — he 
had been spared most of the 
media fanfare after France’s 
shock Da>ris Ciq> win over the 

United States. 

• 

“lliere are not that many jonr- 
nalists who have my phone nom- 
ber in Geneva,” he said. 

Once number five in the worid, 
Leconte has nose-dived in the 
rankings after health problems. 
But be said be wmild hard to 
reach the top 20 next year, and 
“maybe tiie top 10.” 



frGchael Chang 


FIFA draws back from World Cup revolution 


NEW YORK (R) — Plans for 
sweeping changes to soccer’s 
World after widespread cri- 
ticism of tlie 1990 tournament in 
ftafy have been virtually aban- 
doned, a ieading offidai said. 

int ernati onal Football Federa- 
tion (FIFA) General Secretary 
Sepp Blatter told Reuters in an 
interview it was unlikely tiiere 
would be major dianges in the 
rvJes of the game or in the often- 
derided format of the 24-team 
finals. 

Suggestions for making the 
game more attractive and less 
defensive, inclotfing enlarging the 
goal and finding an alternative to 
Die controversial penalty sfaoot- 


onts, have all been dropped, be 
said. 

When tile draw is made Sunday 
for the quailing competition of 
the 1994 finals to be staged in the 
United States, tradition will beat 
revolntion hands down, although 
younger, fitter referees are on the 
way. 

FIFA itself was hi^y critical 
of the 1990 finals whi& produced 
the lowest average of goals per 
game ever. Hie body launched 
studies to find a way to make tbe 
ganK more appeaUng, with a 
particular eye on tbe virtually 
untapped but demanding Amer- 
ican market. 

But Mr. Blatter said FIFA real- 


ised there was no prrint tampering 
with tiw rules of the sport. “We 
need a better an>licatioa of the 
laws of the game, tiiafs all,” be 
said. 

“Tbe laws are practically per- 
fect, though perfection do^’t 
exist, of course. What we have to 
do is help referees to be better 
trained and in better physical 
shape. 

“It is they who can stop des- 
tructive |riay and protect creative 
players.” 

After the dull finals in Italy, 
FIFA set up a woridng party, 
including noted soccer figures 
such as Frendi national team boss 
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Midiel Platini and German strik- 
er Rudi Voeller, to look at ways 
of increasing tiie sport’s ^>peal. 

Mr. Blatter said it would report 
next year nritb its only main re- 
commendations on tbe laws ex- 
pected to be a ban on back passes 
Xo tbe goalkeeper and tbe outlaw- 
ins of tadldes from behind. Botii 
changes could be introduced next 
seascm. . 

He said goalkeepers would be 
treated as field players and not be 
allowed to pick up the ball after a 
back pass, preventing them from 
tim e-wa sting. 

“FIFA studies have shown that 
goalkeepers and referees are the 
game’s biggest time-wasters,” be 
said. 

He said FIFA had found older 
and less fit referees allowed time 
to be lost to give themselves a- 
better chance to catch their 
breath. 

FIFA wanted professional re- 
ferees and would bring down the 
maximum age limit 47 to 45 
for tbe U.S. finals and then to 42 
at a future date. 

For the final tournament, 
FIFA had found no better 
alternative to penalty sbootouts 
to decide drawn matcto, he said. 
Proposals that tbe final should be 
nqilayed jf drawn had also been 
discarded. ' 

That would involve extending 
tbe month-long competition and 
would produce no gniuantee that 
- a second match would not also 
result in a tie, Mr. Blatter added. 

He said the 24-team format' 
witii 16 teams going throu^ from 
group matdies to a second round 
knockout was the best available. 

In Sunday’s draw, Europe will 
have its allocation of pla^ re- 
duced by one to 12 to allow a 
third Amcan country an autema- 
tic place. 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (R) 
— Robert Helmick of the U.S. 
resigned Wednesday from die In- 
ternational Olynqric Committee 
(IOC) over disdosures of nn- 
ettrical conduct, Olympic sources 
said. 

“I hear be has done the right 
tiring,” one source smd. 

Tbe sources said Mr. Helmick, 
a member of the Executive . 
Board, had leagued from tbe 
IOC in a letter to IOC President 
Juan Antoirio Samaranch. 

Mr. Helmick submitted his let- 
ter to Mr. Samaranch just houiS 
before tiie IOC executive board 
met to decide whether he should 
be ousted. 

Ibe 54-year-old Iowa lawyer 
resi^ied as imsident of the U.S. 
Olympic Committee (USOQ in 
Sept^ber after disclosures that 
be was paid' some C70,000 in 
and consulting fees by orga- 
nisations linked to the Olympic 
Movement. 

Mr. Helnrick told Samaranch: 
“After much thought and reflec- 
tion I have detmmnied that I 
desire to teke the initiative to 
resign my position as a member 
of the International Olympic 
Committee. 

“I am taking this action be- 
cause I beUeve it is tiie decent 
thing to do and because it serves 
tiie best interest of the IOC and 
the United States Olympic Move- 
ment by returning the focus to tbe 
programme for athletes.” 

Mr. Helnrick had come under 
heavy pressure over the past two 
days to reagn but was believed 
not to have taken the decision 
until tiie eariy hours of Wednes- 
day. 

Tbe Executive Board had been 
scbednled to bear the report of an 
IOC investigation into Mr. Hei- 
mick’s business by a 

tiuee-man commission compris- 
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ing Keba Mbaye, a former judge 
at tiie lutematioi^ Court of Jus- 
tice, and two SwS lawyeis, Marc 
Holder and lYanoois Girard, the 
IOC dir ector gene^. 

IOC sources said tbe three men 
bad tried to posn^ Mr. Ifol- 
oridc to resign during a series of 
meetinp over tiie past 48 boms. 

Mr. Helmick, who joined the' 
IOC in 1985 and became an 
executive board member in 1969, 
told Mr. Samarandi: 


Peterborough 

eliminates 

Liverpool 

LONDON 0^) — Liverpool suf- 
fered the indignity c>f being 
knocked out of the Football 
League Cup ty third division 
Peterboro u gh Triesday. 

A Uunder by Liveipooi goal- 
keeper Bruce CrobbeTaar 
allow«d winger Gary IGmUe to 
score the decisive goal in Peter- 
borough’s stunning 1-0 fourth 
round home victory, putting them 
in the quarterfin^ for the first 
time in 26 years. 

Liveipool’s first ever defeat in 
tiie comp^tion by 'a third or 
foortii divisioa clifo hanged on 
Grobbelaar’s 19tti nrinnte error. 
He raced way out of goal ^ a 
cross by Noel Luke but only 
managed to push the ball strai^t 
to Kimble, who drove it into an' 
empty net. 

Peterborough, already tbe con- 
querors of fiiit diviaon Rfimble- 
^n and diviaon two Newcastle 
in previous rounds, could haw 
won by a bigger margjne with 
better finishing . 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY DECEMBER 6, 1991 

By Thomas S. Person. Astrotoger. CanoH Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: De- 
lays, obstadcs and limitations in 
yoor path of practical accompUsb- 
mcflts move out your nay today 
as the Moon oonjuncls Mercury 
but there isn’t my odier smu^ 
aspect to bdp you. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
out and shop for those articles and 
»»p pK«mpe« that can yaw larder 
and malce youT tasks eaaer to do 
and ke^ ^ipointments with m- 
teresting personalities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever you think.can to 
your fifianriai security and bring 
you more of this world's goods is 
fine so put on your piactkal think- 
ing cap. 

C%MIN1: (May 21 to June 21) 
Now you are tbe one who can savy 
others so think out tbe argument 
you wish to use to bring them to 
tbe line of reasoning, and see 
them and give it. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Yon have 8 rettlcss urge to 
get at an of those private matteis 
you need to look into so you can 
real understanding where you 
stand. 

LEO: (July 22 to Aogust 21) What- 
ever you like of a social nature 
should be excellent for you now so 
get out with the groups or tbe 
persons you like and have a 
pleasant time. 

VDGO: (Ai^nsi 22 to Septem^ 
22) Your interest in the lighter sde 
of life should wait the rraults of a 
conference yon can now have with 
a veiy important bigwig who has 
the answers you need. 
i.n»A « (September 23 to October 
22) This is yow dine to make 
certain you make some new con- 


tacts with veiy interesting and iq> 
and coming persons wtw have 
nuidi information you can use. 
SCfAPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Whatever you now have in 
wiiiid b find for brin g in g into effect 
tbe various ai^ sundry credit mat- 
ters chat can place you on a better 
footing. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Tbm are a nmobet 
of clever peiscHis udio have It in 
their power to cement senne ties 
with you that are very much to the 
benefit of everyme. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20} A great day for you to 
use aO that angle-wcnldng quality 
that b so mu^.a part of your 
nature and character and you can 
certainly produce fine lenihs. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Now you find that you arc 
tbe one who does have the chance 
to tborou^y enjoy yonnelf at 
some entertainment or amusement 
that you like. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mardi 
20) You need to look at what b 
happening beneath your own roof 
if you are to get tbe answers that 
can be most helpful to you and' 
bring you more concord at home. 

Today’s cUd: If your cfafld were 
born todsv he or she hm ev^ son 
of diance to reaUy make it in a big 
way or to become a drifter that 
never does anything for themsdves 
or anyone elw. A great deal de- 
pends on what transpires in early 
RMmative years when it b of iq>- 
most impoctanoe thb progeny 
finishes tbe projects that tb^ start. 

“Tbe stars impel, they do not 
compel. ” Wbat you make of your 
lUe is brgely op to you. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OSIAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH NIRSCH 
ei9Si Titan mmb tamm. kK 


MODERN LEADS CAN POSE PROBLEMS 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
4 K Q 10 6 
^KQ6 
<> A E J 3 
* Q 2 
WEST EAST 

4JT53 4A974S 

*C’8732 '?64 

C 8 6 2 C- 9 7 

4KJ9 48763 


SOUTH 
4 8 

? A J 10 9 
V Q 10 5 4 
4 A 10 6 4 
Tbe bidding 

North East South West 

1 V Pass 1 ? Paw 

4 Pass 4 NT Pass 

6 ■:> Pass 6 ? Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Three of 4 
In the good old days, when the 
opening leader led a low card, you 
c^d be sure it was either from a 
four-card suit or an honor. From 
three low cards, tbe standard attack 
was top-of-nothing. Today, most 
erqierts lead low from any three 
cuds. Often, tlmt clarifies the db- 
tribution, but it c«n cause head- 
aches for tiie defense. 

Why we are staunchly opppiMd to 
nwilring a jump raise with aofy 
tfaiee-rard sopport b hlgtillghiaH 
Uus deaL Six b a much 

better slam than eiz hearts. It mi^t 
still have been reached had South 
offered a ch(^ of contracts by bid- 


ding six HiaiwntwiQ mtluw than 
hearts. North pHild always go back 
to the nuQor with four-qard support, 

but South was covinced, for good 
reason, that an adequate heart fit 
existed. 

Dedarw didn’t think much of tbe 
i^hantw of getting home in six 
hearts. Even if the jack of q»des 
was with West, it n ee m e d hi^ily 
Ukety that a and a chib trick 
would have to be lost. Some years 
ago, in a Bridge Tip, UB inter- 
nationahst Billy Eisenberg suggest- 
ed that it was often right to play low 
from dummy on tbe opening lead, 
thereby poring insohfole problems 
for thM hand- South decided the 
time was ripe to follow that advice 
and calM for dummy's six. 

Let’s consider East's problem. 
East-West were using modem leads, 
and it was fairly obvfous that West’s 
lead was from a three-card frag- 
ment — South would hardly have 
launched into Blackwood holding 
three losing spades. That left declar- 
er with a su^eton, but was it a low 
card or the jack? After much soul- 
searching. East decided h would be 
undignifi^ and piobriiiy fetal, to 
allow declarer to win tiie brkk with a 
singleton jack, so tbe HafawHgr elect- 
ed to rise with the ace. 

Decluer went up with the ace on 
club return drew frui^M, 
discarding a «-lnh from dummy. 
When tire jack of spadee later 
dropped, 12 tricks were there. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY DECEMBS 5, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Rioter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Tte 
pooriy aspecced New hfoon in 
Samttarius will bring confikis oat 
is the open ag^ bm don’t try to 
restrive them today. Just fisteo 
qritfitiy to what others fed are tbe 
and wftUxrid comment. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 
Yon are alrie to dbeoss with- an 
indfviduBL or a group of expert- • 
enced persons vriiat you can do to 
have these days far mewe abundant 
than b^Me. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever brings yem Joy and 
In your social rdatkas 

with those you Ufce b ezeefleot now 
so tfisoKS with them what you like. 
CThONl: (May 21 to June 21) Yon 
are able to find the many behind 

tbe scenes data yoo need so be sore 

to mvestigate tiie varioaa sources 
that can release these esseodal 
details. 

moon CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You are ririe to indicate to 
those about udiat you want of a 
pernfliMl and sodal nature so d^ 
f i(i^ eariy what you want and then 
make your wishes known. 

LEO: (Juty 22 to Almost 21) Wha^ 
ever of a woridly nanire makes yon 
feel impOTtaot and brings yon in^ 
contact with those wbo are in 
(rf authority b excellent. 

VIRGO: (AqgBst 22 to SqNember 
22) There are a nunriier of strange 
but fascinating new interests that 
are now available to you but must 
‘ be in die attiti uto ot “*^riaiwT if 
th^ are to benefit yon. 

LIBRA: ^S^tember 23 to October 
22) Getting into every siiqfe item 
of aiw oW^tion b good far you 
are able to get a dear pktnre of 


what you can do in order to ^in 
the good wQi of your own contacts. 

SCCHBFIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You are aUe to find tiie 
many reasons ^y any part- 
nershqis bave not be e n wcNk^ as 
you would like but you bave to 
make a red effort. 

SAGnTARlIS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your enje^mem of 
tbe projects you do opens many 
new doon so you wOl hafe |rient\|(^ 
of tasks of the kind that you like to' 
do in tbe next days. 

CAPRIGCHtN: (December 22 to 
January 20) If you want to gam tbe 
good wQ] of those of whom you are 
frmd it b n ecessa ry that yon do 
soTnething that will please and 
amuse tbem so. 

AQUARIUS: (Jaauary21 toFdmi- 
ary 19) You Imve some in tere sti ng 
condition at your home that you 
don’t know just bow to handle but 
think it over for ahboi^ a dial- 
lenge its also an opportunfor. 
PISCES: (Fdiraary 20 to Maidi 
20) Thb b your moment to show 
you are irifoi^ to go aloag with a 
plan of your allies that means you | 
bave to do some duD and feab 
project bat tiiat b be n eSdaL * 

Today’s ddd: If yoor child were 
born today he or ste has every sort 
' of at^ty along practical lines and 
sboirid be giveo basiness and fi- 
nance traii^ from eaity age. 
Teadring tins efafid to reflect me 
rights aS prop e rty of otiiOT along 
with a dearly defined ethical and 
moral value code are essential fac- 
tors for their s uccess. 

“Tbe stars impel, they do oot 
compei. ” Wbat you make of your 
Ute is laigefy cf; to you. 


yes.Y^ 
CAN HAVE 
CHEESECAKE 
0NVI3£JR 
PIET... 


...Ytou CAbl have it fop 
A HAT OR A POORSTOP 
OR A 0OOKENP»SUT 
ybO CAN'T HAVE IT 
FOR FOOP/ 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
orm iwter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri AnwHd and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: ADAPT COUGH GOLFER ENTAIL 
Answer. Bette at the bottom and works up— 

A GIRDLE 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia HopevmB 


ACROSS 
1 1mpress lordbly 
eComposer 
Alban 
iQCapiiai 
14 Rounded In a 
way 

15 m 
Kaianrtazoo" 

16 Rights org. 
17Bmdngrj^ 

18 Enthusiastic 

19 — Bator 

20 Author Thornton 
22 Set apart for a 

special use 
24 Sw^s “Tale of 

26 Kind ol veiee 

27 nratentious 

.31 Rowing Mem 
1 32 Western 
33 Does buskiess 
SSHastmeas. 

38 mtsBact 
.39MsAbzug 

40 Vegetable dsh 

41 Pis — fliQde 

42 Chrtstmes figure 

43 Box 

44 Big Cal. 
45BeerhoUer 
47 Uganda town 

51 Former Sisgeon 
Gane^ 

52 Affirm again 
54SMshkabab 


58 Nearest 

59 Heal 

61 Casna for one 

62 An Adams 
63 -*01108— a 

time.-" 

64 Gladden 

66 M^iod; abbr. 
66Dlminufive 

suffix 

67 Chiseh oounclt- 
OOWN 

1 Cabbage salad 
2Convax 
mokfrigs 
SSethg 
brother 


anal 
a 
a 


laaaMMMa aMMM 
l■■■■■■a ai 
!■■■ aMia i 


Cim Ttauw MMt s 
AmWMltaMnM 


4Deereed 

5 Roman 
magistrate 

6 Capture 

7 Knight's oath 

8 Carriad on 
SFtower 

lORvIno — 


12 Winged 

13 Piano man 
21 Kspekepue 
23 ■■ — corny as 

Kansas..." 

25 Senator from 
Dei. 

S7Ckyinltalla 

28 Greet 

29 SIcHan veleane 

30 PrehlstDcle 
axes 

34 Alasend — 

35 KMney or hna 
38 London 


sPazrfuSMwuti: 


nnna nnnno 
m3T:n moDH nrinnn 
nnnn nnnn mnnRn 
□nnnipininmnnnnnnn 
nnnonn nnnn 

nnn nnnnnr: 
nnnnn nnno nnno 
nnnnnnnnnnnRnnn 
nnnn nnnin nnnnn 
nmnfiriR URn 

nnnn nnnnnn 
□nQcinnrannnnnnnn 

nnnno nnora nonn 
finnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


37CU8fDriiar 
39 Outdoor eftair 


40 JustrigM 
42Some 
sandwiches 
43 Snaps 
44SoarwlpBrt 
460Tbook 
47Seaufds 
i-uvHtiy-aeiCKen 


49Cabs 

SOBc^da 

ssoST . 

SSSreakofla 
habit) . . 
SSWRhireprer 
ST MUsiB pips 
60Comp.pi . 














?4er> 




wcnofiE 
: r:5xi 
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in co-opera tl(m with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

11^ Dollar In lummUoiial Markets 


Financial 

Markets 


Currency 

HaaVeA 

CQue 

3/n/mr 

TAfO 

4/it/mi 

hierluf' Pomd'' 

i.ms 

1.7765 

Deutsche Mark 

1.60S0 

1.6054 

Swiui Franc 


1.4215 

French Franc 

5.5000 


Japanese Yen 

JS9.ZS 

IM.SS 

Earopeaa Cnrrenr Unit , 

1.2690 ** 


** Eorapaa Opotas la aSW a.a. CMT 

—r o M i iamj lacerose Rbcbs 


4/1S/1991 


Cnrrency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

s.n 

4.&7 

4.6i 

4.37 

Sterling Pound 

1Q.4S 

10.56 

10.62 

10.62 

Denlsrhe Mark 

a.50 

9.50 

9.50 

9.43 

Swiss Franc 

i.12 

8. 15 

i.OO 

7.87 

French Franc 

9.S7 

9.91 

9.77 

9.6i 

Japanese Yen 

6. IS 

6.06 

5.7S 

5.56 

European Curreno' Unit 

10.37 

10.37 

10.57 

10.25 


Pi mJom Meob 


vtmdUo I'-V IhtHars I.WOJIMd, o|watem. 

Data: 4/Wl9n 


Mettd 

USD/Oz 


Metal 

USDIOz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

363.40 

6.90 

Silver 

4.035 

0.0&9 


21 XVM 

eiamint Bank of Jordan EKehangi 

■ Ratn BuBoCln 

Date: 4/72/7997 

CniTcncy 

Bid 

Offer 

U.5. Dollar 

0.6S0O 

0.6620 

Slerlinj; Pound 

1.2061 

1.2121 

Deutsche Marie . 

0.4227 

0.4246 

Swiss Franc t 

0.4710 

0.4604 

French Franc 

0.123S 

0.1244 

Japanese Ycn^ 

0.5256 

0.5262- 

DutA GaiMer 

0.3750 

0.3769 

Swedish Krona 

0.1/53 

0.1 1S9 

Italian Lira* 

0.0560 

0.0563 

Belgian Franc 

O.0ZO5O 


' Per IM 

Otliei Cunondes Dntn: 4/72/1991 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7740 

1.7630 

Lebanese Lira'* 

0.077/ 

0.0777 

Sandi Riyal 

0.1S10 

0.1816 

Knwaiti Dinar 

— 

- 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1242 

0.IS50 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2/70 

Omani Riyal. , , r--r. ' 


1.7490 

UAE Dirham - 

IH^BH 

- ^ 0.JS50 

Greek Drachma* 

0.3675 

0.3765 

Cypriot Pound 

7.4^ 

7.5000 


' Ftr IM 

CAB IncUees for Amman Financial Market' 


Index 

2/72/I99I Close 

3/72/7991 Ckue 

All-Share 

125.60 

125.72 

BankiiH: Sector 

105.17 

/05.24 

iosonuKC Sector 

I27.M 

126.64 

Industry Sector 

155.75 

155.66 

Serrices Sector 

140.66 

141.40 


Ufcnnbrr 31, IWO ° l« 


LONDON EXCHANGE DATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates fw 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7T75/85 

1.1348/53 

1.6050/60 

1.80SS/9S 

1.4210/20 

33.04/07 

5.4875/25 

1212/1213 

129.2505 

S.883(V80 

6J250/3300 

6.2450/2SOO 

•365.60/366.10 


U.S. dollars 
^ynariian doUar 
Deutsebemarks 
Dutdi guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
p anish crowns 
U.S. doUais 


Armenia 
into Gulf 


SHARJAH, United Arab Emi> 
rates (R) — The Soviet republic 
of Armenia is trying to sell goods 
to oil-rich Arab states for the First 
time, to boost its bid for political 
and economic independence. 

Armenian firms, mostly joint 
ventures with neighbouring Iran, 
are displaying products from 
shoes to machine parts at a trade 
fair in Sharjah, one of the seven 
sheikhdoms which make up the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

“We have adiieved political 
independence but we know that 
independence will be an utopia if 
we do not have a strong eco- 
nomy," Ashot Sarkissian, chair- 
man of the Armenian National 
Chamber of Commerce and Ind- 
justly Said in an interview. 

He said the landlocked Cau- 
casus state of 3.5 million people, 
plans to boost tight industries, 
mineral and gold exports and 
promote tourism in order to be 
self-suffident. 

The breakaway republic is feel- 
ing its way in world markets to 
sell its goods alone, a stark 
change from the era of the Soviet 
Union, when Moscow marketed 
everything. 

Mr. Sarkisaan said Armenia 
exports over 100 raw and proces- 
sed items to 40 countries and 
wants to push these exports to 



s to squeeze 
b markets 


Gulf slates. 

“We want to get acquainted 
uith the markets of the Arab 
countries and establish long-term 
relations with businessmen," Mr. 
Sarkissian said. 

Apart from the Sharjah fair, 
Mr. Sarkissian said Araienia has 
taken part in trade shows in Iran. 
Syria. Turkey. France and Italy in 
1991 to promote its exports. 

Armenian di^tays at the Shar- 
jah Expo Centre remained empty 
in the first couple of days of the 
trade fair, wbidi will run until 
Dec. 9, as the goods were delayed 
pasting throu^ customs in Tur- 
key, an Expo Centre official said. 

The problem cleaily demons- 
trated one of the principal prob- 
lems which haunt Armenia's 
drive for integration with the rest 
of the world: Lack of established 
road links. 

Armenia, surrounded by Iran 
and Turkey and the fellow Soviet 
republics of Azerbaijan and 
Georgia, is trying to construct 
roads through Turkey and Geor- 
gia to the Black Sea ports and to 
Iran, Sarkissian said. 

The other major problem 
blocking an Armenian economic 
development is scarcity of ener- 
gy, mainly caused by an Azerbai- 
jan blockade in a political rift 
between the republics over the 
Nagorno-Karabakh enclave. 


“We will restart our nuclear 
power plant which was closed 
Aree years ago, to solve the 
energy problem," Mr. Sarkistian 
said. “When it starts we may even 
export electricity." 

Armenia in &ptember opted 
for independence from tiie Soviet 
Union, but it later tigned an 
e conomic accord with some of the 


EC clinches draft 
on single currenc 

by 1999 at latest 



BRUSSELS (R) — Europe^ 
Community (EC) leaders will be 
asked next week to bless an 
agreement drafted by their S-’ 
nance imnisters that virtually en- 
sures a single European currency 


other repubfics in the Soviet Un- i wiH be floated before Che .end of 
ion, as complex relations between the decade, 
them force continuation of links, | 

Mr. Sarkissian said. 


He regiett^ that Armenia’s 
problems with neighbouring 
Azerbaijan over the endave still 
made die republic a danger area 
to prospe^ve foreign investors. 

“There is now political stability 
inade Armenia," Mr. Saririsdan 
said. “Now we are trying to pass 
laws to work out a m^anism 
which will create new conditions 
for foreign investments.” 

He said there are around 50 
joint venture companies in Arme- 


Tbe landmark accord ineans 
that German marks, French 
francs and other currencies win 
be fused into one, saving 
butinesses and tourists billions of 
dollars a year in curreiKy transac- 
tion costs and vastly simpliQ^ 
economic life in the community. 

“It is now likely that at ^ 
latest on Jan. 1, 1999, we will 
have a single currency," Hetming 
Chmtpphersen, the ECs com- 
missioner fOT economic • affrtirs, 
said. 

“This is a very great achieve- 
ment," be told a late-night news 


nia l^udng ftxxtoft, textiles i 
and building materials. ) 


The Ajmenian official also said 
a law passed on Nov. 19 paved 
the way for privatisation of state- 
owned economic enterprises in 
the republic, starting with hotels 
and communications services, hot. 
the process is expected to take a 
couple of years. 


Soviet economic bank starts 
currency trading at market rate 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Bank for Foreign Economic 
Affairs (Vneshekonombank) 
Tuesday began trading hard cur- 
rency at free market tourist rates, 
offering 90 roubles to the dollar. 

The bank, which operates ex- 
change offices for tourists at 
several hotels, last week sus- 
pended paj^ms of hard curren- 
cy to Soviet citizens travelling 
abroad and to state-liinded orga- 
nisations, also known as “budget 
organisations.” 

TASS news agency said it had 
resumed sales of currency to 
citizens but payments to the 
budget organisations remained* 
suspended. 

It quoted the deputy head of 
Voeshekonombaok, VaJeiy Lyul- 
chev, as saying the bank would 
buy the dollar for 90 roubles and 
seU for -99 roubles'. A bank' 
spokesman confirmed the rates. 

The Soviet tiate bank, Gos- 
bank, Friday lifted the fixed tour- 
ist exchange rate and Soviet 
banks were free from Monday to 
set their own rates for buying 
bard currency from tourists and 
selling it to Soviet citizens travell- 
ing abroad. 


The decision was dictated by 
Gosbank's inability to maintain 
the rate of 47 to the dollar as the 
rouble steadily lost its value at 
currency auctions and on the 
black market. 

Several commercial banks au- 
thorised to deal in hard currency 
grabbed the opportunity Monday 
to set their rates at between 80 
and 100 roubles to the dollar. 

Market rates were also estab- 
lished for other currencies, for 
example the British pound was 
being bought for between 140 and 
1^ roubles and the German 
mark for between 50 and 85 
roubles. 


Restrictions remained on 
purchase of hard currency. 


the 


Foreigners can only exdia|ige-. .said.; 


Soviet gold reseives have been 
sharply depleted by political tur- 
moil as well as by boarding and 
the browing demands of industry. 

Soviet gold induction, howev- 
er, is expected to remain steady 
over the the next few years ratiier 
than frtU as project^ by some 
Western industry analy^, the 
experts told the Western Gold 
Show in San Francisco. 

Alexander Doumnov, deputy 
mana^g director of Ae state 
bank of the USSR said long lines 
at Soviet jewelry stores provide 
strong evidence people are 
buying ^Id as a hedge against 
surging inflation. 

'The demand for gold is very 
high, especially in our inflation- 
ary environment,” Mr. Doumnov 


roubles when they leave the 
Soviet Union and must ^ow cu^ 
rency declarations as proof ffiat 
they are not taking out of the 
country more foreign exchange 
than they brought in. 

Soviet citizens travelling 
abroad can receive a maximum of 
$200 on presentation of valid 
travel documents. 

Meanwhile, experts said that 


U.S. benefited from 
growing foreign capital 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Tlie 
^xiwing investment in the United 
States by foreignm apparently 
has been ben^dal with little 
negative effea on U.S. economy, 
^ Commerce Department has 
said. 

“U.S. afSIiatBS of foreign firms 
seem to have goals simflar to U.S. 
residents and companies, and in 
fact, on average tend to spend 
more on plant and equipment, 
reseajrcb and development and 
wori»r oompeosation than U.S. 
firms generaily,” Undersecretary 
Michael Darby told Congress’ 
Joint Economic Committee. 

On balance, Mr. Daiby said, 
“the United States has greatly 
benefited from file large inflow of 
capital from abroad during the 
1980s." 


Without foreign capital, total 
investment in tte United States 
would have been somewhat low- 
er, resulting in reduced econmnic 
growth during the decate, be 
said. 

FtMvign-owned affiliates in the 
United States doobled ffidr share 
of the U.S. economy between 
1977 and 1981 and held a stea^ 
four per cent share tiuoi^ the 
Test of the 1980s, Mr. Darby said. 

“Any potenti^ costs of foreign 
direct investment to the U.S. 
economy so far appear to be 
minim al," he said. Mr. Darby 
noted that the United States re- 
mains tile nation with the largest 
investment in foreign countries, 
and cautioned a^inst trying to 
restrain investors from abroad. 


He said Soviet manufaj^Ters, 
especially electronics companies, 
are also demanding more ^Id, 
which fintber divem gold from 
the treasury. 

Mr. Doumnov said he agrees 
with official estimates, released 
a^ years of secrecy, that put the 
Soviet Union’s official gold re- 
serves at 240 tonnes. He said 
•there is probably another 150 
tonnes held internationally in 
sophisticated swap arrangements. 

He said gold reserves, which 
peaked at 2,000 tonnes under 
Stalin, have been depleted over 
the years as the country has strug- 
gled to buy grain mid attract 
foreign currency from the West. 

Political tunnoil has also put 
pre ss ure on reserves as many of 
the independent-mbided repub- 
lics have stopped sl^fring their 
production to authorities in Mos- 
cow, he said. 


wrapped up three days of tor- 
mous baig^ing over the details 
of a treaty on ectMiomic and 
monetary union (EMU). - 

The d^ will now be submitted 
to a snmmh of EC leaders next 
Monday and Tues^y in the 
Dutch dty of Maastricht. It 
would then have to be ratified by 
the 12 EC parliaments. 

The Uggest problem still to be 
settled is Britain’s insistence that 
it be exempted from a single 
currency. 

Heads of government mu^ also 
confirm the exact procedures for 
moving to the final stage of EMU 
and answer demands from poorer 
southern states for a greater 
transfer of EC funds from the 


richer north. 

And Germany is insisting it will 
not sacrifice its strong national 
currency, the mark, on the altar 
of EMU unless the EC agrees to 
move towards a common foreign 
and security policy. 

Britain has reservations on this 
aspect of a new union treaty, too, 
but officials were confident that 
an accord was within their grasp. 

“We can be satisfied witii the 
progress made," said Dutch Fi- 
nance Minister Wim Kok, who 
chaired the EMU talks. “We 
have finished almost all the prob- 
lems." 

The drive to EMU had already 
built op a powerful head of steam 
as politicians saw the creation of a 
single current as a natural step 
to crown the abolition by 1993 of 
the remaining barriers to the free 
movement of goods and capital in 
the EC. 

But before the latest talks there 
was a nagging doubt whether 
EMU would happen because 
ministers were insisting that 
unanimous agreement wo^d be 
needed to launch a single curren- 
cy. 

In Tuesday’s talks, ministers 
dramatically lowered this hurdle 
by broadly backing a new French 
initiative designed to push 
tiiroiigji monetary union in the 
event one or two countries unex- 
pectedly try to block their part- 
ners fr^ going ahead. 

The plan, laid out by Finance 
Minister nerre Beregovoy, con- 
firms that the earliest a d^sion 
on monetary union could be 
made is 1996 and that unanimous 


approval woufd be needed. 

If the initial deliberations are 
inconclusive, a second vote would 
be taken within two y^ars, at tite 
end of 1998. at which the consen- 
sus requirement would no longer 
apply.' 

Instead, a simple majority o: 
states could vote to lock their 
exchange rates and fuse their 
currencies under toe umbrulia o;' 
a new European centre! ber.k. 

Moreover, at thar point gov- 
ernments could agree to embark 
on the final stage of EMU even if 
only a few countries have com- 
plied with the strict inflation and 
budget-deficit standards laid 
down in the treaty. 

These criteria, inserted mainly 
at ^ behest of Germany, are 
designed to ensure the inflation- 
ary pressures do not cause the 
new union to burst at the seams. 

Thus, in theory, as few as tw'O 
or three countries could usher in 
the single currency, Mr. Kok 
said. 

“In principle it would be possi- 
ble, according to what we agreed 
today, that on the basis of a 
majority decision by the Euro- 
pean Council... even a smaller 
number of countries than sever 
could enter the third state," he 
said. 

In practice, however, ministers 
are hoping that the fear of being 
left behind in the slow lane to 
EMU will spur economically 
weak countries to cut their 
budget deficits and reduce infla- 
tion so they can be fit for a single 
currency in 1996 or 1998. 


U.S. shifts 
the way it 
measures 
economy , 

WASHINGTON (R) — ITie 
U.S. government chan^ the 
way it reports the broadest mea- 
sure of U.S. economic activity to 
focus more namniiy on activity 
that takes place wi thin its bor- 
ders, officii have said. 

The diange is likely to make 
the recession appear deeper than 
previously believed, one eco- 
nonridst said. 

But economists tbtnk the new 
standard wQl more aocorately re- 
flect tbestate of dieU.5. economy 
and wilf be more useful for mak- 
ing comparisons with other coun- 
tries. 

Begiiuimg witii the release of 
revised tiiird-quaiter economic fi- 
gures, the Commerce Depart- 
ment will focus on gross doniestic 
product (GDP), wbidi measures 
goods ai^ services produced in 
.the conntiy, rather than on the 
more fainiijftr gross natirwiai pro- 
duct (GNP). 

The GDP figure leaves out any 
earned by ovoseas sub- 
sidiaries of U.S. companies or by 
Americans woridng abroad. Most 
countries already use GDP. 


CAR FOR SALE 

VOLVO 740 GL 19B6, SILVER METAUC, A/C, 
CENTER LOCK, EXCELLENT CONDITION. DUTY 
UNPAID. 

PRICE 6500 J.D. TEL: 669476 THURSDAY AND 
FRIDAY FROM (10 AM. ■ 13 P.M). 


Maxwell family grasp 
on empire weakens 


LONDON (K) — nnding a 
“white knight" with at least £400 
milliOD ($710 million) to spare 
may be the last hope for the 
Maxwell fomily as it struggles to 
save its crumbling empire. 

But some bankers to the fomily 
were already pressing hard 
Wednesday for receivers to be 
appointed, believing a speedy 
cash injection from.a fcuraye inves- 
tor is highly unlikely. ^ ‘ 

“You’d lave to be mad to^ut 
money into that situation now,” 
one share analyst said. 

Even if a rescuer comes for- 
ward, the MaxweD family seems 
certain to lose control of its 
buanesses. 

Bankers said the discovery of 
£300 million ($533 million) of 
secret loans frtxn public to pri- 
vate Maxwell interests, and 
another £^ million borrowed 
pension frinds tty frunily com- 
panies, threatens to torpedo any 
hope of a bail-out. 

The ^tbering crisis in the- 
emp ir e mcc Rot^ Maxwell died 
last month forced his sons Kevin 
and Ian to quit the boards of the 
fomily*s public companies. Max- 
well Communication Corp. PLC 
and Mirror Group Newspapers 
PLC, on Tuesday. 

Bankers said Kevin Maxwell 
bad told them talks with a poten- 
tial investor were under way and 
could be concluded by Friday, 
when banks are due to meet to 


decide whether to continue sup- 
porting the private Maxwell com- 
panies. 

But one banker with exposure 
to the private businesses is con- 
vinced the lanuly has no chance 
of banging on to the public com- 
panies. 

He was also pessimistic about 
thejirospect of a last-minute res- 
cue. “Time is very short and it's a 
lor-^f money," he said. 

There was still enormous con- 
fusion about the links between 
the public and private companies. 
‘Tt's chaotic," he said. 

The private companies were 
probably insolvent and likely to 
go into adminstration, which 
would give them legal protectior. 

creditois and put control 
into the hands of court-appointcl 
officials. 

Analysts said banlts Vi*ouId 3 -: 
want a rushed sale, but wotild 
want assets to be gradually sold 
off. 

"I think the family seems cer- 
tain to lose control (of its 
businesses)," said a.nalvst Colirs 
Tennant at broker uBS Phillips 
and Drew. 

Mirror Group Newspapers, the 
family's best asset, is the main 
prize for potential buyers. 

“If somebody comes forward 
and wants Mirror Group, there’s 
no way the banks would refuse 
now," said one. 


Xinema 


Tel: 67742T 


Qnema 


Tel: 634144 


Samir Ghanem - Dancer: Dina 

The Dumb 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 3:30; 6:75. &30. 10:30 p.in. 


PHILADELPHIA 






NahtI Al Mashini Theatre 




MEMPHIS BELLE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 


'' Cipe ma Tel: 62Sl5 


^SOMERSAULT TIME’ PLAY 

Starring ‘Abu Awwad Family' 

After the great success it achieved 
continues its shows daily 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Please buy ^Nir tideets In advance 


RAINBOW 






Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30 p.m. 


WELCOME 

Amertean Women c»ff Amman fAWA) 
Christmas charity bazaar 

Friflay Ml December tt a.ni« to 3 p.m. 

Amman Marriott Hotel 

Grand raffle, homebaked- goods, handmade 
Christmas items, toys & gifts, photos with Santa, 
books & magazines, special teenage area, food 
& beverage "‘9 

Entry & dcx>r prize JD 1 j 

All proceeds go to Jordanian charities 



Show; 3:30. I>:30. 8J0 p.m. 







Model ly 

Boutique ' 

— — 


Announces the arrival 
of an assortment of 
German-made winter clothes 
for 1992 

Abian Wa ^blats 
(You are most welcome) 

Jordan Supermsrk@t 
Shmeisani | 
Tel.: 661057 - 660057 
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Army coup possible in Soviet 
Union — St. Petersburg mayor 


PARIS (R) — A military coup in 
the Soviet Union is now a real 
possibility and this time it will 
succeed, St. Petersburg Mayor 
Anatoly Sobchak said in an inter- 
view published Wednesday. 

**For me a military coup cannot 
be ruled out. And this time, if it 
happens, it will receive the sup- 
port of the people," Mr. Sobchak 
told the Paris daily Le Fi^ro. 

The outspoken mayor said last 
August's coup attempt against 
S^et President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev failed because it was mas- 
terminded by unpopular Com- 
ntunists. 

“But a military dictatorship 
whose declared goal is simply to 
restore order has a chance of 
success." he said. 

Mr. Sobchak predicted that the 
crumbling Soviet empire could 
sink into de^r chaos if its lead- 
ers find no way to order relations 
among the independent-minded 
republics. 

“Such chaos, in turn, will cre- 
ate the need (for the military) to 
put things in order," he added. 

Mr. ^bchak's interview was 
published a day after Mr. Gor- 
bachev. his political future 
thrown into question by a massive 
Ukrainian vote of independence, 
said the Soviet Union could col- 
lapse into war if republics did not 
unite in a confederation. 

In an interview with the Soviet 
weekly Literaturnay i Gazera, 
Mr. Gorbachev also spoke of the 
possibility of another military 
coup, like that which removed 
him from office for three days in 
August. 

Sobchak said a Yugoslav- 
type conflict in the Soviet Union 
could be catastrophic because of 
the presence of nuclear weapons 
in four republics — Byelorussia, 
Russia. Kazakhstan and the 
Ukraine. 

The powerful Russian Federa- 
tion and the Ukraine, both har- 
bouring nuclear arsenals, could 
claUi over territory. Mr. Sobchak 
said. 


“If the Ukraine accepts to be 
pari of a new confeder^ type of 
economic community then the 
frontier issue will not arise. 

“On the ocher hand the situa- 
tion will be totally different if the 
Ukraine secediK and refuses to 
join in a new political pact. In 
that case Russia will immediately 
put up its territorial claim," the 
mayor said. 

Russia claims part of the 
Ukraine, where Russians repre- 
sent a sizeable minority among 
Ukraine's 52 million inhabitants. 

“It is difficult to predict how 
the situation will evolve. The 
prospect is particularly frighten- 
ing given the presence of nuclear 
arms on the territory of one or 
the other of the republics," said 
Mr. Sobchak, who has advocated 
continued central control of the 
nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Gorbachev, facing political 
eclipse, has issu^ a desperate 
plea for the remaining Soviet 
republics to sign a political treaty 
with the Kremlin or face pover^ 
and collapse. 

Mr. Gorbachev, looking weaiy 
and nervous, appeared on televi- 
sion Tuesday two days after the 
Ukraine voted nine to one to 
endorse independence from Mos- 
cow. virtually torpedoing his plan 
for a union of sovereign states. 

But he failed to make a angle 
direct reference to the republic — 
the second largest in the Soviet 
Union and a major industrial and 
farm base. 

Mr. Gorbachev, his hands 
folded nervously, told viewers 
those promoting secession had 
deceived the people. 

"Disintegration will bring mis- 
fortune to millions of our 
dtizens," he said. “Tbfte is now 
speculation that separation will 
bring benefits, but this will be 
short-lived." 

He said republics, including 
Presidnet Boris Yell's vast 
Russian Federation, could not 
overcome the oountiy’s economic 
crisis on their own and had to 


pool their efforts within the union 
treaty, which took a year to pre- 
pare. 

“Now, without delay we must 
sign the union treaty. And it must 
go into effea as soon as possi- 
ble," Mr. Gorbachev said. 

“My position is unequivocal. I 
am for a new union of sovereign 
states... we can no longer delay. 
Losing time could be catas- 
trophic. Political manoeuvring is 
unacceptable." 

Meanwhile, the United States 
told its NATO allies Tuesday that 
breakaway Soviet republics like 
the Ukraine must honour interna- 
tional commitments if they 
wanted diplomatic recognition 
from the West. 

Ambassadors and senior offi- 
cials from the 16 nations of the 
Western alliance discussed Sun- 
day’s independence vote in the 
Ukrmne and the break-up of 
NATO’s former war enemy at a 
special meeting in Brussels. 

Robert Zoelllick, a senior aide 
to U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, and U.S. Under Secretary 
for Security Assistance Reginald 
Bartitolomew briefed allies on 
Wa^ington's view. 

“They made very clear that we 
should act together in dealing 
with relations with the Soviet 
republics and that all obligations 
must be respected if independent 
republics wish to be recognised 
by the West,” said one NATO 
source. 

These included debt, Soviet 
arms control commitments, tight 
control of nuclear weapons, re- 
spect for human rights, borders 
and minorities. 

Canada is so far die only North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) member whi^ has said 
it will recognise the Ukraine, the 
most of powerful Soviet republic' 
after Russia. But Washington 
says it is moving towards recogni- 
tion. 

Mr. Bartholomew, who was 
recently in the Soviet Union, told 
the meeting he had received some 


encour^ng assurances that ail 
international obligations would 
be met. 

*Tbe problem we discussed 
was how we could help the Soviet 
Union and the republics, while at 
the same time making sure that it 
lives up to all its commitments,’’ 
said another NATO source. 

Hungary will establish di- 
plomatic links with the Ukraine 
and Russia with immediate 
effect, a Foreign Nfinistry spokes- 
man said 1(^»day in Budape^. 

“The Foreign Ministry in- 
structed its representative in 
Moscow and Kiev to rign a pro- 
tocol on estabKshing dij^omatic 
links today." spokesman Janos 
Herman said. 

Mr. Herman said the Hunga- 
rian government had regarded 
the Russian Federation and the 
Ukraine — the Soviet Union's 
two largest republics . — as 
sovereign states for some time. 

Hungary has an embassy in- 
Moscow taking care of its links 
with the. Soviet Union and a 
consulate in the Ukrainian capit- 
al, Kiev. 

Mr. Herman said Hungary had 
followed Poland and Canada in 
recognising Ukraine. Russia was 
also recognued by its traditional 
ally Bulgaria. 

“What made Hungary spedal 
was that it recogni^ the two 
republics simultaneously," Mr. 
Herman said. 

In Bucharest, the Romanian 
Foreign Ministry also said it was 
ready to recognise the independ- 
ence of Ukjwne and establish 
diplomatic relations. 

“Romania will recognise the 
independence of the Ulrane as it 
did with other (Soviet) republics 
and we are looking forward :o 
establishing diplomatic relations 
as soon as possible," ministry 
spokesman Traian Chebeleu said. 

In a statement released in 
Rome, the head of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church urged the inter- 
national community to recognise 
an independent Ukraine. 


Mandela 
calls for 
continued 
sanctions 


Vance meets army, Serb 
leaders on Osijek plight 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Nel- 
son Mandela urged the United 
Nations Tuesday to keep up eco- 
nomic sanctions ag^nst South 
Africa until apartheid is wiped 
out and pled^ a frituie state 
free of prejudice. 

In his address to the U.N. 
General Assembly and at a wide- 
rangii^ news conference a^r- 
wards, the African National Con- 
fess (ANQ presi^t said sanc- 
tions should be lifted gradoally 
and in phases. 

“Predseiy because we have not 
yet readied the goal of libmtion 
towards which all of us have striven, 
we believe that there is need for 
continued international pressure 
to encourage speedy movement 
forward towards ending the sys- 
tem of apartiieid,’’ he said. 


Mr. Mandela’s three (rtiases are 
similar to those adopted the 
Commonwealth but not agreed to 
by Britain or several ottier West- 
ern lutions. 

In bis week-loiig tour through 
the United States, he intends to 
undertake the com^dicated task 
of oonvindng foundations and 
businessman to invest in a future 
South Africa when the time is 


Tlie first phase, whidi Mr. 
Mandela defined as lifting “peo- 
ple to people" sanctions had 
already been done by allowing air 
flints, visas, cultural contacts 
udien obstacles to negotiations 
had been removed. 

The second phase, after an 
interim government was estab- 
lished, would lift financial sanc- 
tions, trade credits and loans and 
a third phase, following die elec- 
tion of a new government based 
on a democratic constitution, 
would remove sanctums on ml 
and arms. 


BELGRADE (R) ~ Um'ted Na- 
tions envoy Cyiiis Vance held 
fresh ^alks Wednesday with 
Yugoslav army and Serbian lead- 
ers, apparently to raise the pli^t 
of the bombarded C^dan dty 
of Osijek which he visited 
Tuesday. 

Yugr^v officials said the for- 
mer U.S, secretary of state, who 
is <m the fourth day of a peace 
misrion, was meeting Federal De- 
fence NGnister Veljko Kadijevic 
andU.N. mdes said be would also 
see Serbian Presideitt Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

Later in die day, Mr. Vance 
planned to visit Croatia for talks 
vridi the breakaway republic’s 
President Franjo ttidjman on 
niiedier to send a peacekeeping 
force to Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Vrmce had already met 
Gen. Kadijevic and Mr. 
Nfilosevic Monday but he said 
Thesday he was seeking more 
talks after being visibly moved 
the suffering and destruction in 
Osijek, whidi has beoi pounded 
for weeks by the army and Ser- 
Uan irr^ulars. 

Mr. Vance said in Osijek it 
was dear ffie dty had been shel- 
led since the latest 14th ceasefire 
in Yugoslavia’s dvil war 10 days 
ago and he spoke of ‘^arply 
varyi^ differences'* between ha 
eyewiti?ess evidence and what the 
army had told him. 

“I have seen with my own eyes 
that there has been bombing and 
shelling here in the past few 
days," he said. *Tt will obviously 
affiset negotiations with others 
who have told me different stor- 
ies from idiat 7 have seen with my 
own eyes.” 

The army says it fires only 
when shot at by Croatian forces. 

Croatian radio reported that 


Osijek, qoier during Mr. Vance's 
risit, had come under fresh bom- 


risit, had come under fresh bom- 
bardment Wednesday morning, 
with shells foiling on the dty 
centre and suburbs. 


Podravska Slatina, a Oroatian 
dty near the Hun^uian border, 
had also come under artillery fire, 
it said. There was no confirma- 
tion of the reports from other 
sources. 

Mr. Vance was later due to fly 
to the Austrian dty of Graz, then 
travel by car to the Croatian 
capit^ Z^reb even though figbu 
ing is continoing in severa pa^ 
of the republic, U.N. officials said. 

He is trying to negotiate an 
a gr eem e nt between Croatia, die 
rival Republic of Sertna and the 
Sertriao-led federal army on the 
dqrf(^ent of U.N. peacekeep- 
ing troops after five months of 
fighting which has killed 
thousands of people. 

Mr. Vance will return to Bel- 
gr^ Thursday before leaving 
for New York to report to U.N. 
Seoetary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

Despite the obstades to a ceas- 
efire, Dutch Foreign Minister 
Hans van den Broek said in Brus- 
sels that the six Yugoslav repub- 
lics would meet in die Hague- next 
Monday as die European Com- 
munity starts its own summit at 
Maastiicht. 

He ^ve no details. But di- 
plomatic sources in the Hague 
said Lord Carrington, the ECs 
chief envoy in peace talks on 
Yugoslavia, would chair the 
meeting to review events. 

Batdes which erupted after 
Oroatia dedaied ind^ndence 
from Yogoslaria in June and its 
Serbian minority rebelled have 
eased since the latest ceasefire 
was dedared. 

Croatia and die neighbouring 
Republic of Slovenia are still 
waiting for recognition from 
other countries. 

In Bonn, German Chancellor 
Hehnnt Kohl promised Slove- 
nian President ^£lan Kocan that 
Germany would recognise his re- 
public as an independent state by 
Christmas. 


S. Korea’s ruling party 
split over Rob’s successor 


China attacks American 
human rights record 


SEOUL (R) •— South Korea’s 
foction-ridden ruling party is ex- 
pected to win next year’s pres- 
idential election if its leaders are 
united and patch up a row thre- 
atening to tear the party apart, a 
senior party official said 
Wednesday. 

Kim Yoon-Whan. secretary 
general of the Democratic Uber- 
^ Party (DLP), said his party 
leaders were split over when and 
bow the next presidential candi- 
date should be dedded. 

President Roh Tae-Woo, wbo 
is due to step down in February 
1993 after a five-year term in 
office, has ordered a suspension 
of the debate un:u the end of this 
year. 

Mr. Kira said leaders of the 
DLP, formed last year after Pres- 


ident Roh's Democratic Justice 
Pariy and two opposition groups 
merged, are expected to begio 
serious negotiations on the 
nomination issue in January. 


“Regardless of who becomes 
our presidential candidate, he 
will be able to beat opposition 
candidates if he is endorsed by 
other foctions,” Mr. Krm said. 

“I suppose factional leaders are 
sharing the view that they must 
prevent the party from breaking 
into pieces," Mr. Kim told fore- 
ign reporters in Seonl. 


Mr. Kim, a former newspaper 
editor and close Roh coofidaot, 
said if the leaders foiled to heal 
deep divisions within tbeir 
alliance, the DLP would not be 
trusted by the public. 


PEKING (R) — The People’s 
Daily newspaper Wednesday told 
the United States to examine its 
record on crime and bomeless- 
oess before lecturing Qiina on 
human rights. 

In a mocking attack, China’s 
Communist Party mouthpiece 
concluded that millions of Amer- 
icans were not guaranteed ,the 
most fundamental human right — 
the right to life. 

A signed commentaiy bead- 
lined “t^y are the "guanlians of 
human riots’ afraid to talk about 
the ri^t to life?" is the latest 
twist in the strategy of China’s 
hardhae leaders of atgaging the 
West in dialogue on human ri^ts. 

The men who ordered guns and 
tanks to open fire on student 
.demonstrators in Peking in June, 


1989, appear to have dedded that 
attack is the best form of defence. 

And diey believe they have 
found the weak point in Washing- 
ton’s armour, what die commen- 
tary called tte “fear and want’’ 
on the streets of America diat 
contrasts widi the wealtb security 
enjoyed by a minority. 

Out of every 100,000 Amer- 
icans last year, eight were mur- 
dered (compared wfdi two in 
China), 70 were raped (compared 
with fou^, more dian 300 were 
injured (againist seven), more 
dian 200 robbed (against seven) 
and more than 5,000 were victims 
of dzeft (against 160). 

The commenta^ said an aver- 
age of 2.5 milUon Americans 
sl^ rough on the streets. The 
figure was 150,000 in China. 


Mr. Mandela and his ANC on 
Dec. 20 will began a convention 
until other anti-apartheid groups 
and the white-led South African 
government to discuss a new poli- 
tical system. 

Mr. Mandela’s speech before 
the 166-member body resembled 
in style and content that of a bead 
of state and covered various 
world issues, from nuclear 
weapons to Cambodia to the 
^ddle East. 


Togo’s premier to change 
government after coup 


During his news conference he 
also disclosed that be had re- 
ceived an invitatimi tp visit Israel 
and was considering it, 


Meanwhile, in South Africa 16 
people were killed in fighting 
between rival black political 
movements, the worst outbreak 
of violence in th Africa's bit- 
ter factional wa. for neariy a 
month, police said Wednesday. 


A spokesman said fighting 
broke out Thesday evening be- 
tween suf^rteis of the African 
National Congress (ANC) and of 
Zuln-based Inkatha Freedom 
Party at BruntvUle black 
township in Natal province. 


LOME (R) — Togo’s Prime 
^£nister Joseph Kokou Koffigoh 
was Wednesday expected to be- 
gin the task of setting up a new 
provisional government after he 
was seized by soldiers in a bloody 
coup against his transitional 
administration. 

Sources dose to Mr. Koffigoh 
said 17 people were killed and 
dozens wounded, most of them 
soldiers, when troqis besieging 
bis offidaJ residence stormed the 
building early Tuesday morning 
with tanks and heavy calibre 
weapons. 

Journalists counted 13 bodies 
in the main bospital morgue, in- 
duding one civilian. Most 
appeared to be loyalist soldiers 
defending Mr. Koffigoh. 

Medical sources said the death 
toU could be much higher as the 
army was transporting many 
casualties to a base in central 
Ltmie, udiere they could not be 
count^, rather than direedy to 


the hos|ritaI. 

Scared residents dutchii^ bun- 
dles of jxissessions flooded into 
neighbouring Ghana through 
in the baibed-wire frontier 
not far from the centre of die 
seaside capital. 

Mr. Koffigoh, looking ex- 
hausted and broken, app^red 
early in the evening on naticmal 
television to say be had surren- 
dered to stop the bloodshed and 
avert a possible dvil war. 

*^6 said the coup leaders took 
him to see military Prestdem 
Gnassingbc Eyadema, wbo was 
stripped of most of his powers in 
Aaojst by a national coifference 
which installed Mr. Koffigoh as 
Togo's de facto leader. 

Koffigoh said institutions 
created by dm conference to lead 
the West African country to mul- 
ti-party democracy had been par- 
laysed by the crisis, which b^an 
laA Thursday when troops occu- 
pied the radio and television * 


Cambodia factions to meet this month EC to negotiate new members entry from 1993 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Cambo- 
dia’s four former warring foctions 
will meet in Phnom Penh before 
die end of this month. Prime 
hfinister Hun sen said 
Wednesday. 


Speaking at the airport after 
arriving fr^ a spedal meeting of 
the count’s recondlation coun- 
dl in Thailand, Mr. Hun Sen said 
he was sure die IGimer Rouge 
guerrilla faction would be satis- 
fied with new guarantees of pro- 
tection. 


“We have provided assurances 
diere will be no repetition of the 
Nov. 27 inddent,’' he told repor- 
ters. 

The Supreme National Council 
(SNC) moved its meeting from 
Phnom Penh to Pattaya after 


Khmer Rouge leaders Khieu 
Samphan and Son Sen were 
forc^ to flee back to Thailand 
from Phnom Penh last Wednes- 
day by an angry crowd. 

Mr. Hun Sm persuaded the 
Khmer Rouge to return to the 
peace process at the talks in 
Pattaya Tuesday, pledging that 
mob attacks would not recur. 

He said the date of the Phnom 
Penh meeting “depends on the 
speed with whidi delegates of 
Khieu Samphan arrive." 

The pair had retnrned to Phom 
Penh for the first time since* the 
Khmer Rouge were ousted in 
1979, to take tbeir seats on the 
12-member SNC. 

Power in the council is didded 
between the Vietnam-backed 
government of Hun Sen and 


three guerrilla armies that fou^t 
for almost 13 years to overthiw 
h. 

The Khmer Rouge offidals will 
now be allowed to stay in the 
SNC headquarters, an imposing 
riverside building once the home 
of the French governor. 

The government has promised 
to impose a 300 to 500 metre 
protective zone aroimd the bnild- 
ing and Mr. Hun Sen said govern- 
ment security offidals would 
accompany the Khmer Rouge on 
travels from their residence to the 
airport. 

Mr. Hun Sen said he believed a 
junior Khmer Rouge communica- 
tions officer missing in Phnom 
Ptenh since the attack was safe but 
indicated he did not know where 
he was. 


Skinner tipped to replace Sununu 


WASHINGTON (R) — Pred- 
dent George Bush will soon 
appoint a new chief of staff to 
l^p revive bis flagging popularity 
but Democrats say his reelection 
problems are tied to economics, 
DCM personalities. 

Transportation Secretary 
Samuel Skinner, a troubleshooter 
for Mr. Bush, was widely re- 
ported to be the frontrunner to 
succeed John Sununu who res- 
igned Tuesday after a stormy 
three-year tenure. 

Mr. Bush had been under 
pressure from some cabinet mem- 
bm and f^ow Republicans to 
dump Mr. Sununu, a hard-driving 
conservative who was unafraid to 
tr^ 00 toes or make enemies. 

Critics Mamed the former New 
Hampshire govmnor f^ gaffes 
diat helped Mr. Bush plummet in 


opinion polls, from a 90-per-cent 
approval rating after tte Golf war 
to about 50 per cent now. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney, who served as White 
House chief of staff under former 
President Gerald Ford, would 
have been a strong canchdate to 
replace Mr. Sununu, political 
sources said, but he apparently 
did not want the job. 

Other posuble successors were 
Fred Malek, a former top aide in 
the Nixon White House, Educa- 
tion Secretary Lamar Alexander, 
former New Jersey Governor 
Thomas Kean, former hfinnesota 
Congressman WHliam Frenzel, 
and public relations executive 
Craig Fuller, Mr. Bush's rice- 
presidential chief of staff. 

Democrats — some of whom 
had avdded publidy criticising 


Dr. Sununu because they saw him 
as more of an asset to tbeir cause 
than Mr. Bush's — said Mr. 
Bush's problems transcended the 
issue of who was his chief of staff. 

’The political proMems being 
e:qierieiiced by Pre^dent Bash 
relate to the recession, and to the 
economic policies that hurt 
America’s working fomilies, not 
the leadership of governor Sonu- 
nu in carrying out those policies." 
said bouse majority leader 
Richard Gephardt, a I^ssouri 
Democrat. 


Virginia Governor Douglas 
'SUffider. one of six dedared candi- 
dates for the Democratic presp 
idential nominatitMi said: “The 
president is looking for people to 
Maine for his own leadership 
shortcomings and hb chief of naff 
was the obviow target.” 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 12 Euro- 
pean Community (EC) states 
have agreed to start formal acces- 
sion taUcs early in 1993 with otiier 
countries seelting to jMn the blw, 
British offidals said Tuesday. 

The dedsion is a blow to the 
hopes of Austria and Sweden of 
an earlier start to formal negotia- 
tions on joining the bloc, 
altfaou^ it does re&rm the ECs 
commitment to accepting new 
members. 

It also increases pressure on 
countries such as Norway, Fin- 
land and Switzerland which are 
enrrendy considering a mem- 
bership application to act fost if 
they wish to form part of the 
group who will start negotiations 
ealry in 1993. 

At a meeting Tuesday, their 
last before next week's Maas- 
tridit sommit, EC foreign minis- 
ters a^ed that their leaders 
would include the enlargement 
pledge in their final statement, 
the offidals said. 

The summit will also call on the 
European Commission to cany 
out a stucty on the general ques- 
tion of EC enlargement, since 
almost a dozen countries have 
either applied to join or plan to 
do so before the year 2000. 

TZie idea of a study by die 
commisaon, the EC executive, is 
resided wtih suqiidon by those 
want the Community to ex- 
pand quickly. Hiey fear it could 
delay any new accesdons by rab- 
ing the enormous institutional 
proMems which doub ling tbe sfan 
of tbe bloc would bring. 

The offidal said the aunmit 
pledge, firstproposed tty Britam, 
should not be seeii as a new 
round in tbe philosophical battle 
between those who want tiie ^ 
to become more united and those 
who want h to become bigger. 

“Thb b not pirn of the deqien- 


ing-versus-enlargement debate," 
one offidri said. 

France and other “federalists” 
have been reluctant to throw the 
Community's doors open too 
Cast, fearing thb might dilute 
tbeir efforts to build strmiger 
economic and political links with- 
in the bloc itself. 

British and Germany, at odds 
over many other basic questions 
of EC policy, have however 
agreed chat the Community must 
respond to calb from its neigh- 
bours and from East European 
reformers seeking admission. 

Prime Minbter John Major had 
pudied tile idea of a dedaration on 
enlargement in talks with the 
leaders of the Netiierlands, Ger- 
many and France over the past 
week. 

British offidab in London indi- 
cated that Mr. Major bad a^eed 
to back some of the ideas of 
French President Franoob Mit- 
terrand on political union in re- 
turn for a measure of help on 
British objectives, induding the 
statement on enlmgemenC. 

In Paris Tuesday, Mr. Mitter- 
rand told Austrian Chancellor 
Franz Vranitz^ that France sup- 
ported Austria's entry into the 
Community. 

Malta. Cyprus and Turkey 
have already applied for EC 
membership. 


The last bargaining sesdon be- 
fore the European Community’s 
Maastricht summit has brought a 
long-sought deal on political, eco- 
nomic and monetary union vnthin 
reach. 

But despite their optimism af- 
ter maratbon talks by foreign and 
finance minbters Nfonday and 
Tuesday, diplomats do not dis- 
count 1^-minute surprises udien 
EC leaders meet next week to 
hainmer out a final deal after a 
.year of treaty talks. 


“It b complicated, but it can be 
done — so keep smiling," Dutch 
Foreign Minister Hans Van Den 
Broek, whose country will chmr 
tile summit as current EC presi- 
dent, said Tuesday night. 

O^r offidab pointed out that 
althou^ EC states had narrowed 
tbdr differences on key points, 
enough bsues remained open to 
raise the spectre of a feihre if tbe 
summit next Monday and Tues- 
day becomes bogg^ down in 
h^glii^ over detaib. 

“If you start discussing each 
and every word, there just won’t 
be enon^ time,” one partidpant 
in the negotiations said. 

On Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU), the finance minis- 
ters struck a deal which makes it 
vritually certain tiiat at least some 
countries will launch a single cur- 
rency by tbe end of the century. 

Apart from a handful of minor 
items, the summit would only 
need to agree on the precise 
word^ of qiedfic exemptions 
allowing Briti^ and Denmark to 
opt out of a currency union. 

Britain would want to do so 
because it has fundamental mis- 
givings about tying its fate so 
dosely to the EC-Denmark’s 
reason b that it wants to bold a 
referendum first. 

On political union, tiie two-day 
talks In Brussels showed EC 
states dravdng doser on bow to 
forge a common foreign and 
security pMicy, locluduig a milit- 
ary roie for the first time in tbe 
Community’s 34-year hbttiry. 

But the foreign mindters were 
unaMc to agree* on (riahs to give, 
the EC a greater'say in sodaT' 
affairs — a proposal Britain says 
could wreck a decade of efforts to 
curb its trade unions — or on 
demands by poorer states, led Ity 
^laiD, for mme money from tbeir 
rich partners. 


There was little discusaon of 
so-called review clauses ^ 
another look at thdr links in a 
few year’s time. 

Th^ probable revidons have 
become a key point since Ger- 
many, the staunchest backer ^ 
the largely impotent European 
Parliament, said last week it 
might go along with EMU as long 
as the otiier states agreed to 
pledge to ^e the assemMy ^ea- 
ter powers at some stages in the 
future. 

Meanwhile, European Com- 
munity interior and justice minis- 
ters pledged Tu^day to unity 
unnrigratkm polides to stem the 
flood of migrants seeking to enter 
the EC and to counter rbiqg 
racism. 

“Immigration b one of the 
major ivoMems'of the European 
democrades in thb deca^,” 
Dutch Justice Minister Ernst 
Hirsch-BalUn told a news confer- 
ence. 

“We have to be pr e p ar ed for 
further movements within 
Europe, from East to West, aoid 
from otiier parts of the worid, 
espedally nortfaem Africa." 

He s^ tendons caused by 
immigration, already evident in 
several EC countries, showed 
how the issne could become a 
breeding ground for extremist 
gronps from both left and ri^t. 

During two days of mllK tbe 
ministers adopted a report detail- 
ing a series of measures to 
the immigration prMilem. It will 

be presented to EC leaders at the 
Maastiicht summit. 

In order to stop “sbofqnng 
around” by as^om-seekers. the 
ministers said requests for re- 
fugee status cookl be cooddm^ 
clmuiy unfounded if the migrant 
had shortly beforehand apiriied 
for asylum in anotber • EC 
country. 











Queen Elizabeth 
awards U.N. chief 
a knighthood 


UNITED NATIONS (R) 
Queen Elizabeth awarded U.N 
Secretary-General Javier 
de Cuellar an honorary ' 

hood in one of Britain’s .pg 
orders of diivalty, Britiun^^tS>^' 
skin to the United Nations 
announced. Tbe Kirigfat Gtand ■ 
Cross of the Most Dbtinemdifrf^^l 
Order of St Michael, and Stil7 
George (GCMG) traditiohaltv 
goes to distingubbed British (fr 
^omats. Mr. Perez de C^elbr, « -/j. 
Peruvian, will receive the awani, 
proposed to the queen by Britiih' - 
Foreign Secretary Dou^as Hoiii 
when he retires from office at tib \ 
end o/t 1991 after completing (dq ; 
five-year terms as the wmfd’s top ^ ^ 
dv9 servant. Because he b not*i 
British subject, the knighthood-i!^' 
an honorary one. Thb means 
can put the letters G<^G after 
hb name but he cannot call him- 
self “Sir Jaiier,” officids at 
Buckingham Palace in Loodon 
said. 0^ of tile most promiDeiu 
Btrtom to have received tin 
award b Lord Carrington, former -V 
British Foreign Secr^aiy a^ the 

European Ommunity’s medatte 

on Yugoslavia. 


Communications ^ 
snag hits Singapore ^ 
telecoms meeting 


SINGAPORE (R) — An interna- 
tional tefecommuiiicatioiis con- 
ference which opened in Sii^ 
pore hit a mag — a eonunanica- 
tioDS glitch. Organisers of tiie 
pan-Asian telecommunications 
summit were unable to show a 
filmed sp ee ch transmitted froUj 
Switzerland because the quaU^ 
was too poor. And a faxed trans- 
cript of the address *was iU^bb 
in Paris, said Theodor frmer/ 
conference diairman. The speech 
was by Arthur Dunfcel, direefor 
genereal of the General Ag^e^ 
ment on Tariffs and Trade, the 
world trade body. 


Away team suffers 
double defeat In 
iail soccer match 


LONDON (R) Fbotballe) 
who a prisoners’ team at 

Briti^ jafl lost more than th 
matdi ^en inmates broke int 
their dressing room and 
nuH^ and watches. “What 
terrible day. We get stuffed 4- 
and tiben find that the dressin 
rooms have berni raided,” Fnml 
Roberts, of amateur soccer dul 
Wolverhampton Windows, sail 
of tiie double defeat. The Da3< 
Star newsp^zer said offidab a 
the jail in Wolverhampton, oen 
tral England, saw sKm ho^ 0 
catdiing the culprits. 


Winter woollies 
trap bungling 
midsummer thieves 


MIDDLESBROUGH, Engl^ 
(R) — Two bungling bandits tried 
to Tob a home laaiis hank b 
midsummer wearing printer wooi^ 
lens, a court was told. “Th^ 
cookhi’t have been more cqns{^' 
coons if tiiey had been rk^ ad 
tiie back of a camel,” a witness' 
who noticed tbe pair and cdled 
police told the court in M3ddl» 
brongfi, northeast Engliuidv.^B 
was sweltering hot... yet feete 
they were, looking as if they.weie 
about to go skfiing.” Teenagen 
Lee Tranter and Mazarfar Mr^. 
were convicted of cons p i rac y to 
rob a building sodety brandi n 
the town last June. Tranterwa^ 
ordered to serve ISO hoars or 
community service and hfeM 
120 . 


India drops plaii- 
to identify AIDS 
carriers 


NEW DELHI (R) — Incfia 
drojqied a frian to make it dbn 
toiy for AIDS yictuns to efisd 
thefr identities, the Press Tivs 
Incfia news agency said. The i 
was sfeandoned after ciiar^^ 
it violated human': ri ghts ' '-'i 
World Health Orgaoisati 
(WHO) guidelines, the : id 
agency quoted Her 

Mintstiy offidab as raying.’-'l 
agency said an existing 
to screen all foreigneTS 
to stay in inefia for more "tib 
year would remain. Healflt o 
ciab said they feared a'-M 
disdose the identity.of apOT 
immune deficiency sVn^^ 
(AIDS) patients mig ht- 
people from ' seeking 
hdp. About 6JX)0 pe^Ie'ifl^ 
l^e so far tested postivefe^ 
^drus which causes • AIDS,"- 
said. I"’ 






